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ways are unscarchahle®® to us, and past our find-
ing out ; yet may we discern the general scheme
running thiough time into cteruity, ¢ According
to the counsel of his own willy? the plan he had
1aid before the foundation of the world, h2 created
hie parent of all mankind in his own image ; and
he permitted all men to be made sinnets, by the
disubedience of this one man, thaty by the ole-
dience of one, all who receive the free gift may
be intinitely hiolicr and happier to all eternity !

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,

Job, ii. 4.

Skin for skin, yeu, all that a man hath will he give
Jor his life,

Berork the invention of money trade used toj p

be canicd on by barter; that is, vy exchangin
one commodity for another, The men who ha
been hunting in the woods for wild beasts, would
catry theur skins to matket, and exchange themn
with the armourcr for so many bows and artows.
As these trafliickers were liable to be robled, they
sometimes agreed to give a party of men a share,
for defending them, and skins were a very ancient
tribute. With them they redvemed their own
sharcs of property, and their lives, Itis toone
or both of these customns that the teat alludes, as
a proverh. L. .

Imagine onc of these primitive fais. A mulii-
tude oF people, fiom all parts, of ditlerent tribes
und Janguages, in a broad field, all overspread
with various commoditics, to be exchianged. lma-
gine this fair to be held after a good huuting sea-
son, and a bad ‘harvest: the skinners are nume-|
sous, and clothing cheap. Wheat, the staff of
tife, (Isa. iii, 1.) is scarce, and the whole fair
dreads & famine; how many skins this year will
a man give for this necessary atticle, without
which he and his family nust necessarily dia!
Wiy, each would add to the heap, and put skin
upon skin, for all the skins that « man hath il
Ac give for hislife. Imagine the wheat-growers,
of which Job was one, cxrrying home the skins
which they had taken for wheat; imagine the
party engaged to protect them, raising the tribute,
and threatening, if it were not paid, to put theni
to death. What proportion of skins would these
merchants give, in this case of necessity! Skin
wupon skin, yea, all the skins that they have will
they give for their lives. The ‘no\'crb then
meuns, that we should save our lives at an)
price.~—Iolinson.
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Rom. viii. 17.
In all these things we are more than conguerors.

Tuxar: is more than owdinary force in these
words, more than conguerors ; for they express
an heroical triumph.  He does not simply say, we
bear our trials with paticuce 3 hie not only says,
we shall conguer in this conflict; but he affitms,
sre are Monx than conguerors. It is much that
we resist Liials without being oppressed; it is
more to conquer those trials, even after a rude
combat; but to affirm that the believer is uonse
thar a conqueror, is to 2ffirm that he coxauexs
WITHOUT A COMBAT, and triumphs withou! resist-
ance,—it is as much as to say, he shall make t;i-
als the matter of his joy and glory, as the Apos-
Ue says, e glory in tribulation.— (Yaude.

Laobiceay a city of Asia Mioor, which Ja
:‘?ont forty mil'gl to tt;e south of E’pbcms. li
e pnimitive, times of Christianity, as sppea
from Ssint Paul’s Epistles to the C,olouia';g: ::
which the Laodiccans are frequently mentioned,
this place sed a flourishing church. But
the doom of Laodicca scems to have been more
stvere and terrible than that of the other six
apocalyptic churches. At Eskhisar, close to
tae ruins of Laodicea, previously to the tremen-
dous carthquake in August, 1822, which desolat-
el the greater pait of Sysnis, there resided about
.ty poor inhabitents, fica only of whom were
Christiang, who lived tozether in 2 small mill, and
a‘guhgtc::' El::dtp:ould read! Thestately cdifices

of anei 1Cea are now led wi Y
m%g:chk. - peopled with,wolves
prayers of the mosgue are the only prav
heard near the still splendid 1ins of lhe’ cl:g',:,:
which the proplietic denunciation scems to have
:;m fully executed, in its ufter icjection 53 2

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY,

SKETCIl OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY UNDER
THE OLD TESTAMENT DISPENSATIONS.

¢ Eccresiasticat. Histony? is defined by Mo-
sheim * a clear and faithful narration of the trans-
ctions, revolutions, and events, that relute to
that large comuunity, which bears the name of
Jesus Citnust, and is vulgarly known under the
denomination of the Cnurent. It comprehends
both the external and internal condition of this
vommunity, and so connects each event with the
causes (vom which it proceeds, and tlie instruments
which have been concerned in its production, that
the attentive reader may be led to observe the dis-
plays of providential wisdoin and goodness in the
teservation o' the Church, and thus find his piety
improved, as well as his knowledge.?

As, however, by the Churchy we are to under-
stand the whole hody of God's chosen people, in
every chiud of time—the histoty of ¢ tne Church
of the living God” may be considered as coeval
with the histery of the human race and the crea-
tion of the world, It was originally constituted
and planted, with its worship and ordinances, in
the terrestrial paradise which had been prepared
by the all-wise and Lencvolent Creator, ss the
temple and abode of the first earthly intellizences
and” worshippers, in their social capacity 3 and
where, in their primeval state of innocency and

urity, the first human pair enjoyed relizious fe!l-
owship with each other, and were admitted to
the most intimate and hallowed co:nmunion with
the glorious object of their wotship, by whom their
adorations and love were accepled 2s grateful sa-
critice, Nor did_the Thurch thus planted perish
in the moral suin into which its first members fell
through transgression 3 the promise of Messiah se-
curcd to the offenders and their posterity the con-
tinuance and privileges of their church-state and
ordinunces, as means of instruction, comfort and
salvation. = The Church of God and the people of
God are one—and hence, in every age, and in the
datkest and most degenerate periods of the world,
God has had a Church—a peopts, a chosen and pe-
culiar people, whom he hias been pleased to distin-
muish from all others, by manifestations of his pre-
se.lbce, tokens of his favour, und revelations of his
will,

The antedeluvian patriarchs and famities, com-
posing the Church und penple of Gody were the
sous and posterity of Scth, who was probably
Adam’s thitd son, in whose days, and especially
ahout the time of the tirth of his son Enos, it is
said, ¢men began to call upon the name of the
Lord,” or to call themselves by the nume of the
Lotd, as in the margin of the bible ; or, moze ge-
nerally and publicly to distinguish themselves as
the worshippers of Jehovah, and whose posterity
are called the ¢sons of God,” as the posterity of
Cain were called the ¢sons of men.” 1a'this
family, (the family of Scth,) the knowlcdge and
worship of God were preserved amidst the general
cosTuption, and until the universal destruction of
Fthie Luman race by the overwhelming deluge, If
it be asked, what then became of the Church aund
;bc()pYe of God ? it is answerced, they were indeed
minished and_brought low, Lut sl weie pre-
scrved in the family” of Noal, who survived the
dread catastiophe of the world’s d~struction three
hundred and f:ifty years. From * at time to the
calling of Abraham, the Church wes composed
principally of the descendants of Shem, one of the
sons of Nogh. Then did the :\lmigfuty conde-
scend to enter iuto solema covenant with Abra-
ham, and promise that in his secd all nations of]
the earth should be blessed, and that they should
possces the Jand of Canaan, in which he was then
& stranzcr and sojourner, as the place of their
rest—where he would be to them a God, and
they should be to him a people, until the times
of Mexsiah, cven for an_evetlasting possession,
a3 a type of heaven. This covenant and pro-
mise was rencwed and tepeated to Isasc and
Jacob by the God of Abraham, whose childeen,
compesing the visible Chuseh, sojourned in Egypt
about four hundred years, and until Moses was
raised up to lead them forth, to take possession of
the land promised to their fathers—a land flow-
ing with milk and honey. Forty years wasthe
Church in the wildemess journeying towards i,
and finally, upon the deat{? of Moses, and under
the guidance and command of Joshua, they en-

tered upon the Jong promised possession—con-
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quered the inhabitants, and divided the country
among them, according to their tribey,  Hesethey
planted vineyards, and built citics, and became 4t
once the must favoured and enlightened seople
on easthe  The Y'emple, and Oracles, and Proe
phets, and Presence of Jehovah, were with thermn,
and thus were literally fulfilled the predictions
and promises of God to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
as it respects the planting of the Jewish Church
and nation in the sand of Cenaan.

During the 3,600 yeais whicl elapsed from the
creation to the days of Malachi, the last of the
Jewish propbets, the Church was placed under
those vatious dispensations of the truth and grace
of God, which huve been dispensed in different
periods of the world by successive revelations of
the will and mercy of God to mankind. ‘They
hasve been distinguished as the Dispensation of
Innocency, ur the covenant of works ; the Adam-
ica] Dispensalion, or the covenant of grace after
the fall ; the Noalical Dispensation, or the zeli-
aion of Noah; the Abrabamic Dispensation ; the
Mosaical Dispensation, or Jewish tcligion, and
the peculiar covenant of Sinai.  ‘They may, how-
ever, be comprehended under two general distine-
tions : the Palrigrchal, and the Mosaic or Joswish
Disgensations—the fitst cominencing with Adam,
and reaching to the giving of the law by Moses ;
the sccond, from that eventto the death of Christ.

1t would not comport with the brevity necessas
1y to this sketch of the Old ‘Festament Church, to
attempt o trace the effects which the peculiar
and madifying circumstances of successive dis-
pensations have produced upon the governnent,
worship and piivileges of that church: it is sufe
ficient to observe, that os each succeeding dispen-~
sation excelled that by which it was preceded, in
the clearness and fulness of those rcvelations of
tha Divine character, pusposes and willy, by which
it was distinguished—so the Chuich, in iis mem-
bets, acquired a more hallowed and clevated tone
of piety, and became more 2bundently entiched
with spiritucl gifts and privileges. 1f d)le Church,
during thosc early a2ges, had its season of depres-
sion, affliction and correclion, it olso had its timnes
of revival and prosperity—it had its alters, pricsts
and sxcrifice—ils saints, confessors and martyrs.
4 By foith Abel offered 2 more acceptable sacri-
fice than Cainy by which he obtained witness that
he was tighteous.?? « Enoch walked with God,
and was not, for God took him.” ¢t Noah was a
just man, and perfect in his generation, and Nosh
walked with God.? Abxaﬁam, for his purity,
faith and obedience, was honouted in being called
the < fiiend of God.? Joseph and Moses and
Joshua were illustrious characte:s, and members
of the Old T'estament Church : < And what more
shall Isay? for the time would fail me t3 tell of
Gideon, and of Barak,and of Sampson,and of Jeph-
thae; of David also, und Sanuel, and of the pro-
phets—-who, through faith, subdued kingdoms,
wrouglt righteousnuss, cbtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions.” Heb. xi. 32-34." These,
and multitudes beside, whose names are not ye-
corded, were holy men—men of faith and piety
2nd devotedness to God, who & ubtained a oo.x
report through faith,” and £ot counting their lives
dearuntothemselves,finished their course with joy.

In thus tracing the sacred history of the Church
of God through the eaily ages of the world, as re-
corded in the Holy Scriptures, the providence und
wisdom and ness of the Almighty arestriking-

ly apparent an guiding, comforting and dcliverin
his ]}:cople ami suhe%’ilﬁculﬁcs, gan and em!

mies by which they were surrounded. ¢ For the
Dord’s portion is his pcople: Jacob is the lot of
his inbieritance. He found him in a desert Jand,
and in the waste howling wildernces ; he led him
about, he instructed him, he kept him 25 the apple
of his eye ; as an cagle sﬁmtn up bernest, dut-
tereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings,
taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the
Lord alone did lead him, and there was1o stran
god with him. le made him 1ide oo the high
Paces of the carth, that he might eat the increase
uf the fields ; and he inade bim to suck Loney out
of the rock, end oit out of the flinty sock.”” Deut.,
Nxxii. 9-13. Thus beautifully znd poetically does
Moses desciibe the paternal and piovidential core
of the great Jlead of the Church over his ancient
pecple, who,if they were punished for disobedience
snd pronencss {o idolotry with pestilence, defeat
and caplivity, were 2lso succoured and delivered
in seascns of greztest extremity ¢ sothat inevery
age they were enabled to set up their ¢ Ebcneger,
saying, hitherto hiath the Lord helped us?



