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wvas a natural cuIt. Their religion wvas the
wvorship) of humanity. Thus China is not,
and. neyer wivas, noted for its architecture.
mie tc:tcler of the Chinese, Confucinsi,,
thoughi an advocate of justice, humanity,
honour and sincerity, was radier a
philosopher of the school of rationalisnm
and natuiralisni. If it is truc that
religion is the source of art, we must
exî>ect that wher2 the doctrine of
Revelation was intact there would ho
found tie nobIest art. Nor do historical
facts disappoint our expectaimns. c wishi
art %vas in trulli the hîighesî art of pagan
uies. 'The superiority of thc jirophets
over the pagan pocts wvas as great as the
superiority of a hecartfeit suhlimity over a
Ialse artificial sublinity. Amnong the
former it %vas the off'pring of the hienri,
aniong Uic latter, of fancy. Schilegel, speak-
mg0 of the book of Job, says that il is one
of thc most admirable books wv;itten by
mîan. In architecture it is admittcd )y aIll
that no pagan temple could compare in
heauty of design and of execution with
that of Solonion. In it we recognize for
the first limie the tinderlying supernatural
clement whichi shouild characterize ail
religions art.

Connoiseurs on the suhject have enuns-
ciaîed the principle that the religions arts
in our Christian era exhibit a grealer ex-
cellernce than ihie profane arts, and ilhat,
wliîen religious art flourishies, all art
flourishies, whcn it wanes, ail art wanes. Let
us examine the truth of this principle
whena applied to, architecture. Flow do
(;recia:î and Roman architecture compte
wvitli Christian ?

''li distinction between hecathen and
Christian thoughit could scarcely be more
distincily siated in words than thcy arc
exhibited te the cye in the difference be-
tween a Greek temple and a Goîhic cathe-
dral. The pagari temples werc altogether
earthly, their colutris and arches were
comparatively low ; they pointed not
hecavenwards, but wcre flat and hroad,
enîibra cing, as it were, miother earth.
Cardinal IVisenian is the author of the
following admirable comiparison betwcen
Grecian and Gothic architecture. "'l'he
.IrchnelCttlîr of Grcece and Romie, like
t1icir religion, kept their main lines h1on-
7.ontal, or parallel, witli the earth, and care-
1iîlly avoided breaking ibis, dirccîi<ni, seck--

ing railler its prolongation than any striking
elongation. Th''le Christian archiitecture
thr-e«v Up .111 ils lines so as to bear the eye
towards hieaven, ils tal, tapering and
cluistered pillars, while îhey even added
apparent to rea l heic'hit ,servC(l as guides
andl conductors of the senses to thc frettecd
roofi:, and prevented the re:uirrence uf
Hlns whichi could keep its direction aVnpsg
the surface of the earth. Noîlîing voul
more strongly mark the conîrasi betiecni
the tw-o religIlis ý;ystemls. The minute
(letails of ils worliimani-ýhip, Uhc freffing
and carving of ils many ornanients, tuie
subdiv;sion of masses int smnallcr portio>ns,
are aItlu iadmirable accord iitî tlit: iienial
dliscipIline of Ile timte, which il îic
and divided every matter of its eniquiry,
and redtired the greatest questions in
a cluster of ever ramnifyîng distinctionis.
'l'le 'diim religions lighît' thal :îssed
lhroughi the storied wiudow, -ind gave a
miysterious awe t0 te c.ivern.like recesscï
of tce building, e xçc(lentUy becamie an
passiouately fond of uiystic lore, and lice
diiiiiiest twilighits of theological lcarning.
Nothing could he more chiracieristic,
nothing more expressive of the religiois
spirit whichi ruled those ages, thian the
architecture whi<:h in them aose. li,
pagan temles the stipernatutraI ce mcnt s
umuud no î,lace. TFhis necd lie rio subjec-î
of surprisv, since for iltc jxtgan, lifé iih Iis
world wvas the greatesl ltapltiles- wli(h
mian could cnjoy. Existenice alter death
inteiiiic m'ination ofheir os sccmls ai
liest to have been a dIreary omie. *Fhe
sîtade of Achilles tîtus sîeaks to Ulysses:

ThIk tint of rulitig iii titis do1or<mus giiiii
Nor ilhinl, vainî %v,rd% cisi vise nw nmv
JRatlir I ln<s hirn Io béc1r
A veighi esi wocs, :tnd Ireallîc ii vit.-l nir,
A slave to snmc poor hi,îd ltait rcîils foir Irend,
Thmi rii.n ilhe sccptred miîîrclî of ibie Iend.~

On Uic contrary, in Christiati archi-
tecture Uhc Iofty towers, a-rchies, and lip-
,ward fendeucy of tlle wlîole structure
înajestically proclaimît the lieavenlward :is-
pirations of Uic Christian heanr.

'l'le reliitious architecture of Chiristiani«y
is fotuîdecd on tlle spirit of CIistîiiv
itself. lis <-iturche1,s, the mciiaeil hlolse:s
of GOCI, Ilmnr l e i spiritual1 tem11ple of

synîhbo'.îal iin:îsmulchi as repîeent Io z
z1%reat exteu*t Ite lracliccs, dutitrz ';îud
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