
THE CIIILDREN'S REtCORD. AUY

THE PENITENTES.
11 il wata drcadful picturel exclaimccl
Oscar, liftinîg a ptiotograpb froin the
pile at %%hich lie had beeu looki1g.
" Did you see any people like titat ? -

Oscar's fat.tîer anda ittot tud just returne t
front a long visîit to New McxNico, anid the
pliotograpîs were aniong thle iîctutit o-, tht-v
had brought boine: 0-car and blis inother
were no%% looking thent os'. r tgiir

"lVes, dlear,"* she refflied. atlit is a verv
nnp).csattt siglbt to sec î>eopte hî'atilng titeili-
selves ini ttiat .vatY."

«Il think thcy're very silly t-o (Io it. Woîî't,
you tell me about theni C

«Ye-i, Os~car, 1 'vilI te]t von, but it is nioL i
very plaatstory.

'These nmen are Mexieanis whlo belong to a
seet of ]loiiian Cathluih's, and are c îhled
'Penitentes.' You Cali eaLSîlv sec titar Ille
niante signlities rptatt. ''ts' rcatîr
i elieve thnit if thev itîlhiet terrible torture
upon t.tcns] e l-r Sins %vili he fotgiî'eil.
Thlîc have tnot yet. leartted i lat Clîri.,t died
for t heir sii us, and tiiey thave offtv t-) accept
Wtn as their S:sviour ili orîh'r to i' forg-.iven."

.ITttat are.sotie of thle thinigs ttîey do to
torture tleîsleUa~lOsc'ar.

lu11 tic fit-st place, wltelî tiey join te
Society they ai. nId igcd to etndure greât
suffering; but tîteit' liardest lîractice-s aire
gore througli at, la.s.s'r Lime. On Good
Priday they dres;s thetuselveï in white cotton
trousers, tîteir feet, backs, artns. and chests
bare. Tvo crosses are planited o thie ground(
atn eigtlith of a tuile atart. A heavy cross iz,
ptaced on the slioutdî'rs of each Petîltetite,
attd ite drags iL back andl forth hs'î irceit Lit
two standinîg cro-.ses. If one fainus or' siniks
froni exliansiit, te cotni-anion fotlowing
boûhlnd waslks over imii. drgi his ieasvv
cross after hirn.

t do niot like to uLI vou any more, dear;
ir. nakî's îny lîcart ache to ttiink of those poor

là!Ii pleause tIti mte more. What do thôey
dIo lex t ? ' brggeâ Oscar.

"D) von re.-s't tike to li-ar about them,
()car? 1 dto îîoi sev hw vo c-ani endure tt."i

" Well,.l don't tlîink it is a very nice sto'-y,'
but I like to know about the peopie wlio live
iti my owuti cotitry," hie replied.

I 1suppose you are righit. After Lhey have
bortne tîteir crosses, the Peniteuites go itîto
tlteir lodge to rest. returnittg in a short tinte
10 ttrt-tare for anot lier exercise, which t.hey
cati 'Bearittg the crown of thorns.'

«A yotig main is cîtosen, and on bis hîîck
betw-euii tue shtouldlers is bontd a buich of
ttîortîv cactus. Atiottier, bearilig a large
n'o tntet doit rcpre-a'itittg the Infant Jesus,
ttea(1s the processiotn. «flieti foliows the mnan
wvitt thi crowtî of thtortîs on his sitoulders,
and behitîd lir arc grouped the Peniteuites.
The procession moves stIovly over the saine
truck betwvcrn the two stalidling crosses. One
of thcir iutîther plays a weird strain on a
fife, repeating it over and over until iL-
buinte ;a niost dolef ul wail.

l3eltitîd the Penlitentes follow a large
s-<i)ýtat of old mien, wotnen, and chitdren.
\Vtwut the tmusic ceases the p&(nc.-ssion stops
atndl te foltowers fal.l on tîteir knees, 'wittt
titeir heads bent, forward îslmost, to tlue
grotind, atud remain so until the music in
again lîcard, and the procession moves for-
ward two or three rods. Wlîeu tîte music
agarin ceases, the procession stops and the
foliowers drop into thue same position as
before. And so tltey keep on, moviîsg ironx
otte cross to attottuer and returning.

"lA-s they nspproacli either cross, they circle
around it, boving as in adora: ion, and the
yoting mnan with the cactus betveeu bis
-iltoulders leatis with his back t0 te cross
and throivs bis entire weight on tble cactus
resting against the cross. Sonietintes hie
faints from î-shiau--tion and the :oss of blooci,"

IluI te picture they sctu ta ho whipping
tlitemi.elves," said Oscar.

IlYes-, itltey beat ttetiselves with a whip of
soap-weed. The leaf of tîte soap-weed plant
is about a foot long ud two or tiîrec itteltes
%vide, 's it h a point like a needle. l'hese
leaves are lirai-ted into %vltîtts, % it It tîte sttarp
pointsý prot rutti; zg froimi evers' part."

"IDid you see al ;e tîtitiga?3" aske.t
Oscar.
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