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CAPONS.
The first, and in many ways the hest
of the carly works on agriculturc was
Fitzherbert's Book of ushandry, print.
cdin 1634, The book wasthe result of
more than forty years of actunl experis
ence and was extremcly practical, He
treated on all departinents of agricul
ture in such n clonr and concise way ny
to make his work of great value even at
the present day.  In xpeaking of mar.
keting he says “They ridetothe market
to scl hutter, clicse, mylke, egpes, chok.
yus, CAPONS, hennes, pygpeen, gese nnd
all manucr of corties.” Tl plnces the
age of capons as carly ax 1404, The
carlicst reference to thom that the writ.
cr hascven come across althongh doubt.
less they were known before that.
Shakespeare theimmortal basd refers to
them as follows: “And then the Justice
in fair round helly with good Capon
lin'd*"—thus showing hisappreciation of
this rich tabledelicacy.  Inthiscountry,
particularly in the cast, the matter of
caponizing has reecived much attention
of late and cach yearnotes conxidernble
advance.  In British Columbia not
much has heen done so far. Mr. F. J.
Harding of Victorinisperhaps the most
successful caponizerin the Province and
the followiug is some of his experience:
1 am,” said Mr. Harding, rather new
at the business but have done quie a
fow birds and am making cxperimients
with a view to finding what breeds are
the best forthepurpose.  In purebreeds
I tricd Leghorns and Plymouth Rocks,
the former were of no value being too
small, while the latter were fuirly
good, yet 1 considered the hreast bone
too large. I am nowtrying the follow-
ing crosses: Plymouth Rock on Dork-
ing, Duck Wing Game and Plymouth
Rock, leghom and Plymouth. The
first named thus far scem tohe the most
desirable but do not reach my ideal and
I am still at work on the question. |
intend to try the Dorking-Brahmucross
as there are several very desirable qual-
itics in the two breeds that combined
would surcly makegood eapons. I per-
form the operation when the birds are
about two months old and weighabout
two pounds. Theyarewell fed atnight
then penned up and kept forabout thir-
ty-six hours with no food, at the end of
which time the intestines are pretty well
cmiptied and will not present any ob-
stacle to successful work. The bird is
securely fustened upon ite cide on the
orcmtmg board, a few feathers are
p

ucked off directly over the spot where
you desire to make the cut, which is be-

tween the laxt two ribe and just front
uf the the thigh joint. The at, made
with a sharp Inancet should not be over
aninch long.  The skin should be push.
cd ax farback ax posxible hefore you ent
this shoulil also draw bach the the thin
finp of fiesh that lics just over the ribs,
here if thix is done there will he no flow
of blood, bhut cvenif the cut should bleed
no harm will be done, as it avill soon
clot and thix con be removed, The cut
or rather the ribe must then be spread
with the instrument prepared for the
purpose. A thin tissue of skin «.dl now
he xcen, thix must be torn gentdy witha
hook provided. The testicle can now
be zeen. They varyin sizeand color hut
can be located without much difficulty.
A thin coveringisover them which must
comc awny with the testicle or you will
have n “slip” notacapon. The delicate
purt of the operation has now to he
performed and is done with the wircor
liorse hair holder.  The hair or wircis
formed into a loop which is carcfully
slipped over the testicle amd the tube is
brough down close to it. A =awing
motion combined with a gentle pulling
will generally accomplish the desired
result.  Somectimes they are removed
casily and at other times it is quite
hard.,  8Sce that no forcign substances
bave slipped into the wound and then
remove the spreader, and the skin will
slip back into its place and soon heals,
The other =ide will be operated on in
the same way. I thebird dicsit will be
at once and it can then be dressed and
served up for dinner, so there is no act-
ual loss in any case. The taxk is not
bard but requires care and a little
“nerve.” Don't be afraid. After the
operation the bird is shut upand fed on
soft feed for a week and then et run
with the others. 1 had onc Plymonth
Rock-Brahma capon that weighed 11
Ibs. when killed. The price paid for
capons is usually twenty cents per th,
henee the advantage is easily scen,
Their disposition is also improved and
they arc far less eare, minot advantages
that count in the enid.  When Gicsaing
them for the market I leave on a part
of the saddle feathers and seck hackle
to show what they are. Any poultry
breeder will findit greatly to hisadvant.
age to caponize all his spare cockerels,
intend to do mare next year.
(1 1]

The Buff Leghorn, **Bro. Jolnathan,”
has been purchased lately from, A, D.
Amold by Drs. Wiant and Bersnarr.
The price paid was something over
$100.

SHOW CIRCUIT.

The system of co-operntion has e
comic well extablished and is recognired
as n legitimatemeans of hclping onc an.
other and at the rame time reaping s
direct benefit for ones awn sclfe There
will be at least six poultry shows held
upon this coast during the coming scas
on.  Ta he successful they must be cnre
filly arre ged in cvery detail one of the
most impostant matters to be decided
in the Judge.” Poultrymen arc partic
nlar ahont the selection of this all im.
portantofficial.  They have speut mang
months of hard work and possibly
many a dollar to sccure good birds and
they want tobesurcof acompetent and;
thoroughly relinble man to pass upo!
their respectivemerits when they appear!
in the show room.  Maost of the socict:
ien recognize the neeessity of having 3
good man but at the xnme time the
find it difficult with the funds at thon
dispozal to provide for him. For some
little time the question of nghow cirewit
hias been agitated, Nanaimo, Vancouver
Tacomn nnd San Francisco-binve all
been i correspondence and it looks
wow as  though something taugible
would bethe result. The ideawill beto
arcange for a coertain umber of judpes
who arc wcll known and as to whos
abitity there is no question, they wil
be started at a certain point and taked
whatever shows have been arranged
for. Thiswill nnturally bea big saving §
Thereis only onc trasvelling expenee from§
the cast and amancanafford to judgea g
dozen showsin succession much cheapel@
than a single onc. In this way first
class men can be previded at a nomina
figure and all by a httle union of forces |
Ict us unite and 40 give the poultry in &
dustry & boom taat shall have its cffecty
in hettor heeling next year.

Agnin we are nearing theshow scasorld
and the fancier begins to cye his birdiQl
with carcful glance and there comes 1§d
fond hope that when they make therig
bow to the public from the show pegg
they will not be found wanting. Fron
the tine he mated his breeding pen unt
now there has been mucheare and hard
work spent on them and the questio:
is, what will be the result? Some ar
unmistakeably culls, others are ouls
fair, while n few may be counted as th
very cream of the lot andupon them al
his hopes arccentered.  Fromnow untd
the day of the exhibition they will b
the objeuis ui Gt spesint epee and ever
known art will be used to bring thexd




