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UR Prayer subjcct this month consists of a strange
combination of words, = The removal of *“ Covet-
4 ous hindrances to Christianity.” Is it possible
that we, a redeemed race, by our extreme selfish-
ness, and love of personal or national gain, can throw
obstructions in the way of our Redeemer's onward
march to the possession of I1is kingdom? Ve know
that one of sound wind who obsiructs the triumphal
processmn of an carthly conqueror will indet with the
fate of a traitor. How long-sufféring” God has
been to the DBritish nation! Was Isaiah pointing
with prophetic visicn to us when he said (Isa. 26: 2,)
“Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which
keepeth the truth may enter in 2" If so, was he sar-
“castic? Did he mean that having the wuth we were
keeping it to ourselves 2 \We do not wonder that Dr.
Stephenson, whose own eyes look with sorrow,
. .day, upon the evils of the opium trade, and whose
heart is constantly pained by sorrow, which he can do
so little to assuage, should use strong, bold language,
and say that he was “ashamed of being 2 British sub-
ject—that he hoﬁed, if Great Britain would continue®
to force opiuss upon the' Chinese, Canada would de-
clare her independence,” He feels that personal
effort is more than counteracted by the action of 2
nation which should, by victue of its professed, Chris-
tian charactey, uphold him in all that is good. We
do not accuse him of disloyaity to the British empire
—we conmend hith for his intense Joyalty to Christ!
Doubtless too, he s afraid that, sharing the guilt
of Britain, (.:m.xd't will also share her pumshmcm.
“Shall 1 not visit for ti.esc things,” saith the Lerd.
«ghall I not be avenged on such a nation as this?”
Canada’s ‘own guilt, as regards the liquor question,
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will, if not soon remaved; involve her in the judgment
that will surely come. Tt needs no prophet ta pro-
claim this. Lut us all e surp. that ywe are personally
righteous in every matter relating to the Kingdom of
Christ, and ithen let us,pray with all ouy hearts tlmt it
may come.  “The et’fcctml tervent .prayer ol a 1'1311[-
eous man availeth much.” , .,
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There is a verse in the llhlc—) ou will find lt in
1 Sam. 12: :3-—\\'lnch qonmms \)xc:.\. \mrds‘ ' God
forbid that I shou)d sin against the Lmd in’céasing
to pray for yow” All through thé past week th y
have lingered in our mmds as we have ﬁ,:m.d fm the
fate of the missignaries who have bLen m such yunl
in the Chinese empire. God forgive us if, for one
d*xy we have forgotten to pray for our substitutes”on
that difticult field ; for those who, in our stead, through
dangers, ungucs sed by us, are doing noble’ work
for Him. Now the glad news comes that t’hough
much propcrly has been destroyed, thése lives have
been precious m His mght, and thereforc. _preserved.

Any subscriber not” receiving p.xper “will pleaﬂe
commuaicate with the Ldltor.

Tha.ks for the blaék-board'lesson teceived. These
lessons are always acceptable. Please elaborate as
much as possible, though even the suggestions are
helpful.  Our young fnenda have done well this
month, and have rejoiced thé heart of the Editor.
Some of the contributions she "has Deen obliged to
hold over. but that Is all the better for her, as it
is delightful to know that there is something to fall

We would call special attention’ to the'interesting
and instructive article on our first page. countributed
by a‘greatly respected friend in Montreal. We trust
itis only one of a series, which will prove highly
benefigial ta the young people of our church, coming
as it does \nth the voice of aamor-ty from one w ho
l\nu“a \vhercot she speaks.
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WORDS OF GHEER FOR IWWEARY I ORAEAS

' :\mo:;g so many, can e care?
tan special love be everywherd ?
I asked ; my ssul bethought of this,
In just that very place of iz,
. Where He hath puc ami keepeth you,
Gud bath no other thing to do. )
AD.T. \\'mr\r_\'
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Qur thlrd quarter bcnrl usin July—a good time for
new subscriptivns and Clubs. We are glad to note
the success of canvassers. so far,  Puice of our paper
is 15 cents single copy; 10 .ants 10 clubs of 10 to
one address,




