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THE TRADER.

fufirmity and changed it mto genuino
gold.

Some of the adepts aleo took the word
 giokneas,”” in its real meaning, and
deemod tho philosuphor's stone to be a
univorsal panacee curing all diseasos,
retsining the body in health and strangth,
and prolonging lifo to tho hundredfolds
of its patural limits. Hence it is often
called the Panacea of Lifo, aud Potablo
Gold, aurum potatile.

In every opoch and nation, if it arose
to any cmineuce, wo find Aloflomists;

the Spaniard, under Pizarro, found them
even among the Peruvian priests.

From Egypt, it went to Groeece; al-
though history has preserved the name
of no Greek adopt; and in common with
all sciences nud arts, it soon made its
way to tho Romans. During the time of
tho most scnseless luxury under tho
tyrants, when all the treasures of the
world were wasted recklossly at Rome,
gold was often wanting, and the pretond-
ed discovery of tho transmutation of
metals was hailed with joy, by which
gold was promieed in boundless propor-
tions. Emperor Caligula, 87—41 a. c.
instituted such oxperiments. Diocletian,
285--804 a. c. on the contrary, ordered
that ali books treating on the art of gold-
making should be burned. Since, how-
ever, the porsecution of an idea, always
contsibutes to spreading it, we find
alchemy flourishing abont this time.
Tho suppression, however, effected that
the nrdepts enveloped their science in a
mysterious fold, they called themselves
the “*hormetionl ohrin,” and in aught
benring on their art oxprossed themselves

horriblo orimes against tho lifo of o
follow-man was ofton committed, the
quintossence requisito for this ceromony
was human bleod ; because it wab evoh
| thon well known that ** blood is & poouliar
juico.”

After tho destructinn of tho Roman
Ewpire, the art flourished in the Byzan-
tine. Later it wasadopted by the Arabs,
rrho, togather with other scienoos, raised
it to o high standard. The firat Arab
who wrote of Alchemy, was tho- doctor
and chemist Geber, in the eighth sentury,
in whoso works alrendy ocours a method
for meronry preparations. The most
celebrated of all Arabian clhemists was
Lullus; according to his system, all
metals consist only of sulphur and mer-
oury ; correctly proportioned, il 1uetals
might bo composed of thise two ingredi-
ents—alao gold (not alone Zinnabar.)

During the middle sgos, the monks
were ofton ocoupied with Alchemy,
altbough it was forbidden by the Popes;
tho Franoisean friar, Berthold Schwarz,
as is well known, in one of his alchemical
experiments, invented powder. But we
find adepts even among the Popes; John
XXI1I, aud many churchmen high in
suthority, dabbled in the goldmaker's
art. Among the tempora! rulers, also,
we find seekers fopthe Great Magisterium,
Rudolph II,, German Emperor, 1576—
1612. In general, the ndepts fonna their
warmest supporters during the middle
nges in the both great and small poten.
tates, for the simple reason that they
always found themsclves in a chronic
state of impecuniosity, and tbought to
obtain the much coveted prize quickest

in mystorious ropresentations snd l‘““)thmugk thoso alchomists. What of it,
guage. At na subsequent date, the|jp aforhaving been disappointed by them,

alchemists found it of advantago to retain
this sccretmong ry, 1n order to shroud
Lhicir secrets from the vulgar.

Tho signs and vames used by them to
designate the seven old wetals, were as
follows: '

Gold, ® Heliis. Silver, @ Selene.

Mercary ¥ Mercarius. Copper, § Venuos.

Tis, Y Jupiter. Lesd, b, Saturn.

Iron, & Mars,

Which symbols have been retsined in
motallurgy notil the present day.

About this timo also arcse among the
adepts the so-called Theurgy, that it, the
power, by mysterious ceremonies, to sum-
mon the depsrted, and fo press them
into sorvice, when the master could com.
pel tho spirit to reveal to him all socrets,
ospecially the proparation of the Phil-
osopher's stone. To do this, the most
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they should deal out summary punish-
ment—the rack and the gallows. Thus
the adept John F. Bottcher, druggist, was
kept imprisoned by his Saxonian rnler,
and barely esoaped death, when in the
place of the philosopher’s stone, he dis.
covered the Moissen porcelain. Frederio
1., of Prussia, caussd an salchemist,
because he was not suoccessful in the
transmutation business, to bo suspended
from a gallows decorated with gold paper.

The raost celebrated adept of themid-
dle sge was friar Basilius, a monk, living
in Erfort, in the 15th centory. His sys.
tom rested upon salt, sulphur and mer-
ocury, (sal, sulphur, ¢t mercurium). In the
16th century we find the celebrated
Swiss doaotor, Paranelsus; in the 17ih,
Beuther, in the court of August.i, of

8axony, sharing the fortuncs. of most of
the alchemists, who entered into princely
servico. He was $orturad, maimed, nnd
imprisoned for hfe. The Dutch Dr. van
Helmont, who in tho enthusiasm for the
art, obristoned His son * Mereuriuns,”
wlio also died an adopt in 1639, Dr.
Helvetiug, who was at firgt a'bittot cnémy
to alehomy, but fibally died ohe of its
most dovoted followors. Kunkel, who
discovered the rudby glass and phos.
phorus, and many others might Lo
named. -

The rescarches, extending over 4,000
years, -of these adepts have led to the
most important discoveries and inven.
tions in the fleld of chemistry, techiie,
and medicine, The first raised theé: con-
dition of the people, and the latter has
reducod sicknéss and digesse to a ‘inini-
mum, and prolonged life, thexeforo the
Philosopler’s stone lias been parily dis.
covored, but in anotber form than was
itnngined by the alchemists.

Thero may have been many frauds and
pretendets in thé guiso of slchemists, a
fow really are said to have been able w0
transmitato baser motals into gold, for

‘instance, a stranger caused such o trans.

mutation in presence of Helvetius, who
thereupon changed his opinion. That
there were as many cheats among the
adepts g history records, is undoubtedly
one of its well known lies ; a person who
lived as retired as they did, only in com-
munion with and in pursuit of his ides,
with but few necessities, like the majority
of adepts, is generally no cheat and
swindler.

THE TRIBULATIONS OF.A OON-
SOIENTIOUS EDITOR.
(Jewelors' Circular.)

Candor and professional pride com-
pel us to uffirm that !l editors are con-
soientious, truthful and honestly intent
serving their fellow men. Some 6f them,
however, are wofully tempted to stray
from the path of reotitude—not for
filthy luore, for that your true -editor
scorns, but through the in.ensity of his
ambition to do just the riglit thing,
obhige his friends, aird extend a helping
basd to impecunious bat deserving
merit. He 18 more oftenr misled thirough
his good-heartedness and humair sympa.
thy than otlier csuse. Wo have had
editorial oxperionce with all classes of
journals—daily, weekly, monthly, seni-
oceasional, political, religions and"pro-
fane, but novhere have we' experiénced
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