
The CI&Jhwrch Messengtr.

mo3t unlike the ordinary prayers
of ilore hiumn fîramingy, especially
whîat are ealled exteîuipore pray-
ers. 'É'o0 orten in seli to thlink
that they wvjll be hecard for their
inuch speaking, or fineness of Ian-
g(uage; buit this pr'ayCI teaclies lis
tila't GodI only requires simpîieity
and brevity wzitk ca,'nestness.

But the wvord's are so familia'
that înany persons, it is to bc fear-
ed, use thein without sufficieultly
realisingt the fulness o? nieaningr in
eachi petition.

etNo prayer sliould be said, at
timies, at least, so slowly, so col-
lecteffly, so humnbly, se reverenl-
tially. No prayer requires more
teaehing of God's Spirit to ,enter
5Ômifllt into its depth and fui-
ness, and so to say it aright." (M.
F. Sde.

0wOur Fahcr. We adidress (Jod
as Ris ehildren flot only b)y crea-
tion, iii common wvith ai men, -but
in a special manner, " by aobo
anci gratce," in Chirist Jesus Ris
tlonly-begrotten Son " by nature.
Ilence this prayer used to be eall-
cd etThe Children's prayer," and
in the early da1-ys of Christianity
only those *who hiad been baptized
wcre allowed to use it.

But the next words--" IVhtiel
art inb lieavei) "-reniind us, tlîat
though liHe. is oui' Fathier, wve must
ever think of Him wvith the utn1ost
reverence and awe, for FIe i s i n
Reavei, the Creator and Ruler of
ail things (Mal. i. 6). There, als -o,
is Jesus Christ- our Mediator and
A.dvooate (Heb. ix. 24).

HaIUowed, be TkI Narne. God's
Nan-"in Seripture, means Hiiîn-

self, -Ris.ehlaracter, and ail thiat
,beiongs to Riîn. To "hlallow It "
-means flot only that we should
keep -the Third Comnmiandmàent-

tThou slialt not take the Name of
the Lord thy God in vain "-in ail
its fulniess, but that wve should en-
(lLavor to bring bonor and glor*y to
God by

1. Our lives as Christians (S.

MaIe1tt. v. 16; 1 Cor.xi. 20);
2. Holy Worship) (Ps. xxix. 2;

S. Johin v. 23).
«'I desire, my Lord God, our

heavenly Father, Who is tAhe Giver
of ail go(>dness, to send Ris glrace
unto me, and to ail people, Z)thakt
we may worsk ip Iim . .. as we
oughlt l'O (1o." (Paraphrase in Cate-
echisi.)

Thýy 1i')ýq10» oe. GodI's king-
dom> may be regarded iii thrcée
ways-

1. Ris Kiingdoni-or Ris Church

-visible here on e.artli.
2. 1-is Kingdoin of righlteous-

nes-s within the heart (S.
Luke xvii. 21').

3. Ris Kingdoxn of future Glory,
wvhen etthe kcingdoms of this
world shial becorne the
Kingrdom of the Lord and
of His Christ."

We therefore pray herein-
1. That the Churceh inay grow

and prosper, and spread
over the earth. It is the
great missionary Prayer.

2. That Christ's Second Commie
rnay be hastened; -and, in
order thereto,

3. That we inay grow in hiol-
ness, as clilidren of the Iighit.
That Chirist may 1Éeigin over
our hearts more perfectly.

le That we may serve Hini ... as
we oughit to do. (Catechiismi-.)

TiiWywill be donce, &c.
The Angels inHeaven do God's

WilL perf ectly, Iovingly,
ceaselessl, ;by


