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of the spirit of lif'e." This interpretation, thereforo, we caunot
acccpt. In favour of flhc other intcrprctation, namely that the law
of works is referrcd to by the tcrni " law" in both cases, the follow-
ing considerations may bac broug lit forward:

In the first place, as in the case of cvery justified sinner, so, ln
the case of Paul, the law of works was one means through whichi
lic dicd to tlue law. To die to the law is to bac liberated from its curse
and dlaim, ia other words to be justificd. Henco the apostie says,

hli that is dead is justificd, (marginal rendcring is alone correct)
from sin," Bo. vi. 7. Now just as the unan whio doos not know
that lie is sick wil not seek a physician to cure him, so the man who
does not know that lie is a sinner, and conscquently condemancd,
-will not seek a Savicur, that hoe may bo justified. But by what
mneans docs a man learn that lie is a sinner ? IlBy the lawv," says
Paul,>6 is the kacwleclge, of sin." Thercfore the law iscoemeans
tliraugh whicli a man dies to, or is libcrated fromn the law; in other
words, it performs an essential part in effeeting one's justification.
But if se, why should not the apostlc se spcak of it in this passageo?

In the second place, o? the several incans of wvhich. justification
is flic ead or resuit, the law of works stands first ia the order of
niature. It lias aow been showa that the law is o nucans through
which justification is effectcd. But it is not the enly means which
mnust opcrato la order to that end. In order to ho justifled, ruan
mnust know that ho is a sinner. con dcxnncd, and utterly unablo to
satisfy the dlaimi of the law; but hoe niust know more than this.
He must also kanow that thore is a Saviour who has borae the ourse,
satisfied the dlaim, and thus redecmod hlmn from under the
ourse of the law. And stili fartier, lie must bolieve ia that Sa-
viour, and lac thus united by faitli to him, s0 that hoe mny die to,
the law Ilby the body cf Christ," (Ro. vii. 4. [Jonce we arc not
to suppose that la this passage Paul gives a coimplote eiew cf bis
lofty thome; lie complotes the viow, though it is a miniature co,
in the followin- verse ia whichi lie says: IlI ana (lit. 1 have been)
.crucified wvit1u Christ." etc. Now since mnan will nct sck a Savicur
and believe ia hita, until lio knows that hoe is a condonod sinner, as
lias beon sliown abovo, it is plain that cf the several means cf which
justification is the end or resuit, the law stands first. Aad if so,
what is more natural than to expeet that the apostie will put the law
into its natural place ? A.nd this lie lias donc.

It is reasonable, thereforo, to conclude that Paul raakos refercace
only to co law, the law cf works la this passage. .And bis mean-


