
resulted in all the partyism which now prevents the triumph of tho
cross.

A dlenocratie clîurch is an anti-Cbristian association; because it vests
the supreme power in the body of the people, and not in Christ.

The, Scotch Baptists have given us a fine demnonstration of a denio-
cratic religion. Thcy have persisted in their course for many years,
with ail tie firmness characteristic of their everlatstingtI I"lîih-lands,"

without approximating the «Apostolie order. But wbat have they donc
for the conversion of the world.-naýy, for the conversion of thecir own
nation? Tfhey have organized. theinselves and met--thiey have met and
wrangled; and wrauglcd and divided; and sub-divided, tili they have
littie or no influence ivhere they incet.

They hiold that a chureh eau organize itscif-ordain its own officcrs,'
and govern itself. In ail the creation of God, there is not a Self organ-
izcd. thing. A self-conistitutcd ehureli is not a church of God-a. self-
offcered church is not officered by God ; and a sclf-govcriicd church is
not governed by the Lord. It is purely a human institution. Jesus
neyer said, On this rock shall i.y churi)clr biild lse/j. iPaul neyer said,
The churoli chose sone, Aposties; and reine, Prophets ; and sorne,
Evangelîsts; and sorne, iPastors, and Teachers. Rie neyer said, That

rGod had liighly exalted the chureli, tlîat shie should govern herself ; but
that lie bad suprenicly exa1ted Jesus, IlThat at lis naine every lince
sbould bend, of the heavenlies, and thc cartblies ; and the infernals ;;
and that every torigue sliouid confcss that, lie is Lord, to the glory of
God, the riather."1

Tlîey talk of thc independence of churcIes: tiiere is not an i udepen-
dent thimg in ail God's creation. Tiiere is nothing on the carth inde-
pendent of other things-there is nothing in the lheavens independent.
Mutual dependenc and co-operation characterize ail the works of God,
and constitute all the music of the spheres.

The notion of a denioeratic religion, and thc independence of ehurches
has led. to, eleetioncering, strifes, disorganizing, and scandai tO the
Christian cause. Meinhers of thc saine church have separated, into tivo
distinct an&. hostile dhurches. Members have been cxpelled. froin one
churcI, and. receivcd into another "lof tIc saine faitlî," without making;
any satisfhetion for their offences. If the laws of Christ, relative to
the discipline of members of dkurcies, lad been regarded, sucli instances
of folly and, shamc could6nover have oceurred. According to the Iaws


