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{CONTINUKED.)

¢ For that [ aw ongaged to Captain Mel-
ville.

¢ ‘I'he succeeding one, then ?'

¢ I have promised that to Major Ham-
mond.’

*Al, yes, I se0,’ oxolaimed Beauchamp, in
sn offended tone, ¢ your engagements to me
aro to bo broken, but not to oth.re.’

‘And he was turning indignantly away,
whon Lord Dnaby aaid,’ I fear, Beauchamp,
thero is some misunderstanding with Mies
Douglas and yoursell about this quadrille,
aud if you have a prior olain: to mine, which
I gather from your worde, I will, although
most reluctantly, resign ber hand for this
sot, trusting to be more foriunatein another.’

*Oh no,’ replied Beauchamp, * Misa
Douglas has made her elestion in favour of
your tordship, although previously engaged
to me, and of courss therefore I must retire,’
with whioh he turned bauglhtily round and
left them.

Lord Maleolm, who was near enough to
hear all that passed between Blanche and
Beauchamp, looked serious. Blanche was
50 brurt a3 to bo ready to ory, and Lord Dan-
by, althouglh flattered by Ler preference for
lnm, felt rather uncomfortable, *1I am
teally sorry,’ ho obsorved to Blanche, * for
tlus unpleasant misunderstanding, but I
bope yon will acquit me of the least inten.
tiousl offence to Mr. Beauchamp.'

¢ It is entiroly my fault,’ replied Blancho.
* I remembor now I did promise Mr. Beau-
champ the sixth quadrille, which this unfor-
tunately is, although the seventh dance.’

*Oh, never mind, Blanobe,' whispered
Maleolus ; * I will set this nnstake right with
BLoeauchamp presently, although ke 13 con-
foundedly oaptious sometimes, and Lero 1
foar hio bas beon treated rather unceremon.
wusl‘y ; as 1 thiuk, baving the first claim, you
thould bave waived that of tho Captawn or
Major iu his favor, ad least, or Liave at ouce
usccopted his arm in placo of Lord Danby's.”

* But really, Charles, I did not intend to
offend bim, although wishing fo avoid beivg
cousnlored ruds by Lord Danby when tho
set was formed.”

* Ny, my dear girl, that I Lope he does
u 4 belicve, and 1 wall ondeavour to smooth
down this unpleasantness.’

Aftor tho quadnlle was concluded, Mal-
¢ lm sought Lis frical, trying to pursuade
L to ask Blaoche for another danee, wlich
lic hopod 1miht be the wmeans of reconciling
tlug hittle differenca,

* No, Malcolm,’ he replied, *1 will sue no
further, havayg done so threo times in vain ;
and when positively in tho right, to be post-
puned oven for a Duke's son is not very pal-
atable.’

* Come, come, Beauchamp, don't give way
10 temper.

* No Malcolm, temper has little to do with
my preseut feclings, which aro ncute cnongh
without your accusing muw of being bad-tem.
perod—that I am not, and never have been,
although I can feol an insult from those 1
leve moro doeply than any mun living  But
uow I am eng.ged, and must go iu scarch
of my partucr.’

As ho turned away, Maleol said, ¢ Mind,
Beauchump, you are of our party to tho sup-
“i tablo ;' to which no auswer was return-
.

On Maleolm's seexiug Blauche, whom he

found siting with her Auut Gordon, sho
auxtously inquired, * Well, Charles, have
you sueced 1 pacifving William 2

* No, dear girl, [ am sorry to say I havo
. yet prevaiied ; ho eecms cxceedingly
hurt, an®says you refused Lim threo times,
and that you ought at onco to have taken
Ing arm, iust+ad of Lord Danby’s, as being
positively engaged to hisn before bis lord-
chip. This adimts of no doubt, Bluncho ;
and lo aleo feels very much abnoyed that
vou should bave shown so distinguishing a
mark of favor to Lord Danby, by ncceptivg
b for two daunces so closeupon cuck: other,
contrary  to ctiquetto and bis adviee, and
borely placing hit you have known so lang

¢
 dooline your proffered olivo Lrancs, I shall
take part agaiust him.’
' Malcolm was not long in oxplaining ‘to
Boauchamp lus couvin’s regret for what Lad
occurrad, and her determination to dane:
with no other until she had fulilled her en-
agement to himself ; whioh brought him to
gor sile immediately—softened, although
not satisied. Blanche held out her hiand as
he approached, aud on his sitting down, she
candidly ¢ A
consideration, in dincing with Lord Danby.
. any no xlxyqro, Blgqel‘n‘: H y?lu {ug: a
erfopt t to please yotrself, an ve
ﬁo ;gbfcmiom & diotate fo you ; kat ié yon
ere so aversy 0 behave rudey, as you
aaought. to Lotd Danby, yoa will of ocares
fecl oﬁmll relustént to offend eitlier Cap-
tain Melville or Major Hammond, to whom
you told me you were e ed for the next
two dances ; and therefore, to avoid any
more unpleasantness to yoursell (as I find
you have alroady refused Melville on my
acoount), I will explain to him how the mat-
ter really stocd between us, and take m
chance after supper. Don't you think, Mal.
colm,’ asked Beauchamp, appesling to him,
* this is the proper nourss to pursus, to avoid
further remarks ?’

An assent being given, Heavchamp went
ia search of Melville, when Malcolm observ-
ed to Blanche, * He i etiff and forwmal still,
dear girl, and my impreesion is you will
find him s0 for some little time; but {ake
my advice, don't ever dance twice with a
stranger to bis geclusion, for he is confound-
edly jealous and particular in scme things,
and as bauglity as a prince when treated with
indifference ; but here he comes,’ as Beau-
champ again approached, suying Captain
Melville concented to take bis turn after the
Major ; * and now, Blanche,” taking a ocard
and penoil from bis pock«t, * if you will, on
due reflection, mark auy dance oa the
list after supper, and give it to me
on my retmn. I will Lold myself en-
, §aged to you, even though it should be the
|vory last.’

¢ Yonare not going to lcuve us again

| now, William,' eaid Mrs. Gordon ; ¢ I bave

not seen you tho wholo cvening ; 80 sit down

with wme a little, unless you prefer stravgers
{o your aunt.’

* No, dear aunt, this is not my character,
you well snow ; those I profess to love. I
love deoply and for ever, aud no stranger
can ever induce moe to waver for one
,mmoment in my affections or respect to
tlouse who are entitled to my estcem and
confidence.’

t  Suon after, Major Hammond cawme up, of-
foring s arm to Blanche ; and when they
‘ wero alone, Mra. Gordon smd, * You
yuave suflictently punished dear Blanche
JJor her tufling error, to-pight, Wilham,
aud you are unow wre severe to her than ske
deserves.”
¢ The bappiness of hife, dear sunt, deponds
on trifles apparently us light as air ; and the
disposition 18 shown 88 much in little things
as 1o great ovents ; and you sce wy antici-
| pations about Blauche are beiog realised. I
; feur ic will bo some timo before she really
kuows her own mind. Wkat ! oughit Lord
Danby, or » dozen lords, to influence her
conduct towards one she profess to love, and
mako bim iusignificant in tho prescnce of a
perfect stranger! A woman cannot love the
man she would help to humiliate. No, no,
aunt ; it barasses tne to think mors about
Blanche's treatment, which has sunk deep in
my heart. No sooner have I risked my life
to save her frow one lord than I am neariy
involved in & quarrel with another, whom
she thinks proper to patronize and place on
an equal, if not a superior, footing to mys-If;
i but from this night Blauckeis free to act &s
tho pleases, without the least reference to
ne, as I will never presume fo advise or in-
flucuco her for the tuturoe ; in fact, I bolieve
sho does not rightly yet undexstand ber own
; feclugs towards we, which, most probably,
are thoge of sisterly regard only, as she ap-
ears to bo much taken, at first sight, with
rd Danby.’
* William, you aro now not only sovere but
unjust also, aud are maguilying a trifle iuto
1n ‘sqrious offence. Blancbo Las atoned
and saffercd most severely for hier crror,
and it was all I could do to console her.
Will you make me also misorable, as wellas
berselt 2°

¢ No, dear

] annt, T will say no mcre; per-
Aigiv M °

b

admitled ler {ault, and want of

ing this room, aud therefore I am of course
bound to keep before all others.’ _
* Ob, nover wind, there will bo plenty of
time yet, apd I will fiad yon & place,’
‘Then mgat , g0 without yoii; as I
oertainly shall no} offend my Aunt Gordon
:‘;’l n?lt being ready to attend her as I pro.
séd.’

* Oh, Miss Douglas, I cannot allow you to
g0 alone, and will of course atlend you.’

Constance and Mrs. Gordon, with Mal.
oblin »ud Beauchamp, met them: asthey
weré rattnifig, when the latier said, *There
is room for o'w our table, Mulville, if you
will jolnn 0 H: O

¢ Moét wi ‘ng{y. Beauchamp,' was the
reply ; and in this order, Mrs. Gordon hav-
ing BaaucHamp'’s arm, they descended the
sfairs to the sppper-room, when Melville
whispered to ? nehe, ‘I do not now regret
the interruptidy b our dance, as it has afford-
od me the enviable position of siiting near
you and bagking in the sunshine of those
smiles I value beyonad all price.

‘ Pray spate me such {ulsome ocompli:
ments, Caplain Melvills,’ said Blatche, loud
enough for Beauchamp to .hear; ¢I do
not like fine speeches;' whioh stopped
the Captain from any further attempts in
that line.

CHAPTER XXIIL.

Four long tables were arranged in the
supper-room for the members of the four
huats, at the head of which each master pre-
sided ; and Will Beanchamp took his place,
with Mrk. Gordon on cnehand, and Blanche
on the other, at thehead of his table ; the old
squirs sitting next to Blanche, aud Malcolm
on the other side, below Mrs. Gordoer ; next
in succession came Sir Lionel Markham,
with bis party, Sir Francis Burnett, Gwynne,
and other members of the hunt, Bob Con-
yers facing William Beauchamp as vice-
prosident at the lower end, around whom all
the youngsters (as Bob called them) were
congregated with their partners. Of eatables
and potablesthere was & grand display;
with a profusion of game, wild fowl, &o.,
with the usual accompaniments of confec-
tionary exhibited on such occasions, to
which, when the company bad paid ample
attention, the toasts of the evening sucoeed-
ed. The health of the ladies was of course
received with rapturons applause, for which
Bob Cooyers returned thanks on their behalf
in a very humorous and gallant speech, being
the oldest bache'or of the company, jocose-
ly taking his date from the age of George the
Second.

* You behold, Iadies and gentlemen,’ said
Bob, * in your humble servant a true epeci-
men of the bashful man, who has had the
misfortune to bo in love ever since entering
his teens, and who has now advanced very
deep into the ties, without being tied up him-
self ; the fact is, ladies, I never cculd muster
courage to sop the question, for, when the
time arrived for popping, the cork would
never come out ; in short, I am like a stale
bottle of stout, there's no pop left in me ; and
| then as to a choice—thess lines are oontin-
uslly running in iy head—

* How hiappy could I be with either,
Were tother dear charmer away !'

My eensitive and soft heart is ever 1eceiving
impressions, but the wax is always melting,
for it ain't like ocbbler's way, which kes

many & maunin the saddle. This very night
I have fallen in love ten times, at least ; and
wero I oftered the selection of all the beauty
here assembled on this auspicious occasion
to do us honor, for my life I could rever
make up my mind, ladics, which to choose,
as you all appsar 8o irresistibly bewitching.
1 scosome mon looking unniterrably so

things, and others whispering exceedingly
foolish ones to their fair partners, whilst I
am standing by my unfortunate partner's
side like an ass, wisling and twirling her
fan (I believe I bave broken balf a dozen
to-night) ; but the very attempt to make love
absolutely cliokes we ; in short, unless somne
kind soul, Huying my distressed situation,
docs actaally propose for me, Bob Coryers
must continue a bachelor {o the end ot the
chapter. It hehoves mo now, gentlemen, on
bebhalf of the ladies, to express their thanks
for tho compliment paid them, and the mar-

Aftor some flattering remarks on the fair
“fair sex, Manvors resumed hin seal.

. A movo was socn afier made ; and, as the
{ladies wore leaving, Blanche whispered

Beaucham}))—

“You will find mo disengaged, William,
when you return.”

“No, no, my dear Blancle, this must not
be. Do yon think e so unreasonable."

¢ It must be so, dear William, until you
join us;’ on which she took her aunt's arm.

Beauobamp, from his position as presi:
dent, was obliged to eontinue his sitting at
his table during the delivery ot & few other
toasts, muoh to his anuoyance; as ssveral
gentlemen had already deserted to the more
agtesable society of the fair sex in the ball-
room ; who, from the movement heard over-
head, were evidently rauoh more pleasantly
oocupied than in lislening to the drones who
;m-o attempting to utter dull speechies be.

ow,

Manvers, determined to have the maater
of the C—— Hunt on his legs, pro his
health, which, atter being duly horoured,
torcpd him to rise.

‘Ladies and gentlemen,' hebegan. (*The
Iadies are gone,” was shouted out.) ¢I beg
pardon—well, then, gentlemen, I'll begin
again. Ladies and gentlemen,' (8houts of
laughter.)

¢ Let him bave it,’ oried Gwynne, ¢ that's
bis text; he can’t preach from any other.
Now then, old cvck, out with it. We give
you, ladies and gentlemen.! (Shouts of
langhter—* Order, order,” from Six Franois
Burnett—* Hear, hioar,’ from Gwynne.)

¢ Gontlemen,’ said the msster of the C——
Haunt, ‘for the honour you have done me,
in drinking my health, I return you my best
thanks, and beg to suy—that (another pause)
—I beg to say tisat I feel '—another pause—
when a voice replied—

l‘fA bigger fool than I ever thought my-

self.’
Roars of laughter again burst forth, dar-
ing which the master of the C—— Haunt
resumed his seat in & violent passion; and
thus this speechifying terminated.

Lord Danby was one of the first to quit
the supper-table, Blanohe Douglas having
thrown a spell of fascination over him,
which made him most anxious to become
more intimately acquainted with her ; when,
finding ber sitting with her two sunte, Har-
court and Gordon, and Lady Seaton, he
joined their party, and stood talking with
Blanche, until the sets weres again beginming
to form.

¢ Really, Misa Douglas, this is the most
delightful ball,’ Lord Danby observed, ¢ I
have ever attended; everything is so well
arcanged ; and the great variety of beautifal
and elegant costumes selected by the ladies
renders it quite a fairy scene. The musio
also is 8o enlivening, one feels it almost in-
possible to resist its influence. Are you not,
aldo, very fond of dancing, Miss Douglas ?’

¢Oh, yes ! ' she replied. ‘I enjoy s ball
exceedingly.’

‘Then, as 1 perceive you have no partner,
will you consider me too presuming in
petitioning for the homour of another
dance ?2'

* I must beg to decline, Lord Danby, being
already engaged.’

* Really,” he continued, ‘I thirk youmr
partaer, whoever he may be, deserves severe
punishment for his negligence or indiffer-
ence, in preferring bis friends’ soociety in the
supper-room to yours,’

‘He may, perhaps, be detsined there
against his inclination,” she replied; ¢or,
probably, ig not aware that danciog has re-.
oommenced.' .

¢ You are very considerate and forbearing,
Miss Douglas, where, perhaps, your
clemency may fail to be sppreciated; al.
though 1 can scarcely kelisve it })ouiblo oy
gentleman could for a moment forget an en-
gagement with yourself.’

¢ Then, of course,’ sho added, ¢ my partner
being unavoidably absent, I cannot think of
punishing him unjustly by accepting another
1o his place.’

_‘Bat it you will accept roy srm oon-
ditionally,’ pleaded Dinby, ¢ until e mukes
his appearance, 1 promise to resign your
hand the moment he approsches.’

Blsuche still quietly declined, when Mrs.
Barcoutt overhearing her, interposed ;
¢ Surely, my dear, you will not refase Lord
Danby on such fair conditions ;it is your
partner's duty to be in attendsnos, if he

some short time alterwards, Lord Danby re.
marked to Mrs. Haroourt, ‘O, I eeo now
who the gentleman is to whom Miss Doug.
las was 80 unwilling to give offends; and |
amtold My, Beauchamp is decided!y in grea
favor, if not already engaged to bher; yoi
oonsidering what has ocourred, thisis almos
a natural consequence.’

*You are greatly misinformed, Iord
Danby. Mr. Beauchamp oasnot be engaged
to my niece without her gaardian's consent,
whioh, I am quite sare, he will never obtaig
from Mr, Haroourt ; nor_has it ever beeg
solicited. He and Miss Douglas have bew
known to each other from ohildhood, whis
makes them, of course, on very intimaly
terms ; and Lord Maloolm, her cousip, i
‘i‘.h&. I believe, ongaged to Mr. Beauchamps

r.'
* Oh, perhaps, then,’ said Lord Danby,

¢ this may scoount for that ocordiaht
whioh is o able in their manner to ud':
other.’

¢ Most oertainly,’ replied Mrs. Harcouri;

¢ Mr. Beauchamp oaunot reasonably enter.
tain any other views towards my nise,
knowing the utter impossibility of hisever
standingin a nearer relation to her thanh;
does at vresent.’

Lord Déanby, thus assured by Mrs. Hu.
court, and knowing no cause to doubt be
authority or sincerity in spesking so uare.
servedly on the subject, treated Blanehes
rumored engagement to Beauchump as mes
gossip, without any good foundation ; aud
aocordingly resolved to prosecute hig suit if,
on nearer soquaintanoe, she realised hiser.
pectations.

Beauchamp, although not  doubling
Blanche's resolution to adhere to her inka-
tion of not acceptiag any other partner thn
himsell for the remairider of the evenitg,
thonght it more prudent to ocompromiy .
the1 matter by epgaging her for the last danee
only.
¢ It would be very improper in me, de
girl,’ he observed, * to expose you to there-
marks which would sassuredly follow, asd
exoite Mrs. Harcourt's suspicions of oural
tachment, whioh, for the present, it is mory
pradent to conceal ; but, believe me, I do
not for s moment doubt your oconstaacy,
or love for me as a brother,’ be added in &
lower tone, which she did not appesr o
Lave heard.

¢ What can I say, then, William, to Lerd
Danby, ehould he ask me again? Mm,
Harcourt will take offence, 1 suppose, if 1
refuse him.’

‘ You ave not to consult Mrs. Harcourt’s,
but your own foeelings, Blanche, in sach
casos ; and knowing the general opiniun on
this point, you, of course, are the best judgs
whether you feel inclined to give furthereo
ocouragement to Lord Danby by such s very
partioular mark of favor, as aocepting him
three times for your partner, on the fire -
night of your acquaintance. Lord Danbysad
lookers-on will of cvurse draw the n '
oonclusion that you approve thoss marked
attentions ; but if you do not intend to give «
him encouragement, you can plead fatigas,
or other engagements.’ Beauchamp, bav- .
ing thus expresssd himself, c¢o
Blanche to Mrs. Gordon's care, who Wa
soon velisved of her charge by a sucosssit
‘of applicants for the honour of her pi%ci
hand, which was not permitied to remas
idle until the dawn of morning put sn
to further exertions.

CHAPTER XXIIIL

The hext day, &4 grand musier of for
hunters took place about ‘Your miles from
Cherrington, where the young squire
his appearance about fwelve o'clock; &
his t;:usl good for&ng: baving r:uended biz,
resulting 1o a good day’s sport, rolin
from the field well satisfied. The thii
morning, Beauchamp rode over to 4
Priory, and remained until after lunchet;
when, sitting with Blanche in the dramcd:
‘room, to his surprise Capiain Markbam w¥
announced, accompanied by Lord Dsnz- .

¢ Ah, Beauchamp, old fellow, good u’b:
sport, yesterday—'pon honour. D o
thinks first-rate. Called to inquire ow
ladies Were after the ball. Capilal bod
MissDouglas ; lots of partners; grand afaz
~—don’t you think o # ' .

Lord “Danby, although rcceived athe
formally by Beauchamp, was very ¢0 yo]
in his address to Blanche; hoping she

not feel ovér-fatigned by lier great &




