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The sphere of this Society as a modest collector and preserver
of local facts in Natural History, does not preclude its -lancin- at
the more difficuit and abstruse questions which agitate N',aturalists
eisewhcere; and perhaps no place is more fitting for this than the
annual address of the President. I propose, therefore, on the
présent occasion, to, direct your attention to the present state of
those exciting questions agitated in our day by Geologists,
ZooIog-ists and Botanists, as to the origin of Species and Genera;-
and the law of their creation.

Tiie was wlien Naturalists were content to takc nature as they
found it, without any over curions inquiries as to the origin of
its several parts, or the changes of wbich they night ha sus-
ceptible in time. Geology first remioved this pleasant state of
reposc, by showing thiat ail our present species had a. beginning,
and wcre preceded by others, and thlese; again by ot'hers.
Geolo-ists were, hlowever, too xnuch occupied with the facts of
their science to speculate on tie ultimate causes of the appearance
and disappearance, of species, and it reinained for Zoologists and
Botanists, or as sonie prefer to eall theinselves, Biologists, to,
construet hypothesis or thecories to account for the asccrtainedl
fact that successive dynasties of spccics have succceded ecd
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