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year, larley sown on the clay bas in many places
cotted in the ground, the reanlt of n continvauce of
cold and wet weather.

The wirewonn frequently affects batley very seri-
ously. But if, when the leat first shows a yellowish
hue, it Lo top-dressed with unleached aslhes and
thoroughly rolled, that pest will Lo safely removed.
Sclect plulnp and clean seed 3 and, as in ¢very other
kind of grain—get your sced off a diffevent variety of
20il from your own.

. AN OLD COUNTRY MAN.

Paris, 8th June, 1867.

—— O

Plaster of Paris as a Fertilizer.

— T o e e mham e - ot =~

We have received the following communication,
from John Moftat, of Blenheim: —* Would yon inform
nie, through the Caxava Fanrusr, what you think of
Paris Plaster, and what effect it has upon the soil?
for, in the Township of Blenheim, especially in the
north part of it, there has yet been comparatively
little or no plaster sown ; and if the old saying is
true, that it makes rich fathers but poor sons, then I
for one do not wish to commence.”

The plaster obtained at Paris, and other places on
the Grand River, is of very good quality. How it
would act as o manure on the soils of Blenheim, we
could only hazard a probable opinion, apart from
observation and experience. Plaster is well known
among practical farmers in many parts of Canada,
and of the United States, to be an exceedingly cheap
and efficient fertilizer. In some localities, however,
its action I3 not so wmanifest, and in others it is nil.
The latter, howover, must be regarded as exceptional ;
for experience shows that over large areas of this con-
tinent the application of plaster is attended with
more or less benefit.  Plaster being composed of lime
and sulphuric acid (sulphate of lime), substances that
enter into the growth of furm crops and animals, any
soil naturally deficient in this important substance,
must of course have itadded srtificially, to rendersuch
soil in any high degree productive. The rationale of
the action of lime, in agriculture, whetlher carbonate
or sulphato, is, in some respects, yet involved in ob-
scutity ; to remove which, much patient experiment
aud observation has to be made, both by practice and
scicnce. Weshonld not wait for full scientific explana-
tions, which in 8o progressive an art as agriculture can
seldom be obtained, before we apply substanceswhich,
prima facie, appear adapted to manuring purposes ;
agd we would therefore advise our correspondent,
end other readers in Blenheim, to give Plaster o fair
ttial. In two or three years, at most, they will beable
to form a satisfactory opinton for their future gui-
dance, by carefully noticing the character of each
season, the condition of the land and its previous
treatment, with such other partienlars as experience
in farming will suggest. With these precautions, we
shall be prepared to bear of favorable results.

The idea that plaster has a strong and peculiar ten-
dency to exhaust the land to which it is applied, arises
from an imperfect view of the subject. In soils natu-
rally deficient in sulphate of lime, the adding of
that material will of course impart greater vigor to
the growing crop, which, being heavier, a larger
portion of tho other ingredients of plant food, both
organic and inorganic, will be extracted from the
soil, which thus becomes just so much minus of them.
In this way, lime, whether in the form of sulphate or
carbonate, may be said 10 exhaust the soil ; for it
should always be kept in_miod that the larger fhe
produce, the more the soil becomes diminished in
the amount of the different substanees of plant food
which it containg. If n hundred-weight of plaster per
acre enable the farmer to yrow many hundred pounds
more of Jover, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, &c., 28 is
nol uncommon, it is obvious that by a frequent re-
D.ating of this conrse, the soil must, sooner or later,
cease to respond with the same liberal returns. The
fault or evil is not in the plaster, which does faithfully
its duty, but in the ignorance or niggardlinegs of the
cultivator, who refuses to do kis par?, by restoring, in
the shape of manure, some portion, at least, of those sub-
stances which the plaster has been the instrument of ena-
Uing the heavy crops lo exiract from the soil. We may
also siato that lime not only supplies, directly, a
necessary portion of the food of all cultivated crops,
but that it gcts in many other ways beneficially, some
of which geience and experimest have not yet fully
oxplained,~mechanically as regards the soil, and
chemicalty too, a9 regards both soil and plant.

How to Grow Clover Seed.

T. P. M. wishés {o Le informed when it is the
right time to cut clover to securo a good crop of
geed, and the bestmethod ofsavingit. Iwilltell
my way.

cut my first crop as soon as it {3 in full hloom, as
it makes betfer hoy than if left Jonger, and algo gives
tho seed crop o chanco to commence growing soone:;
for, mind you, *a good ctop of seed™ often depends
upon how early the first crop is taken off,

Let the crop stand till the heads ave all, or nearly
all, brown, and the stocks have commenced to dry.

I am aware that some of the sced may be beaten
ont by storms and lost, if left to get dead ripe, but
the loss is but small in comparison to the amount of
seed that will go throngh the machino untbreshed, if
cut before it i3 nearly all tipe.

When ripe, I takeo my * Kirby" mower, put on the
platform, and with a boy to drive, and knives sharp,
we start.  As the machine cuts it, I rake it hack on
the platform till there is a good fork full, and then
rake it off the same as a huadle of wheat, and so on
round the field. The next time around, rake off the
bunches at the same places ag the first time, and so
on till the ficld is done.

If it is likely to rain, draw it immediately, as the
seed will take no hurt if the straw is ripe when cut,
and there might be some loss if the sced gets wet, a8
the bunches might have to be turned to dry them,
which would shell off some of the seed.

In drawing, drive close to the rows of bunches,
pitching on o bunch at n time.

By following this plan, Lam able to sare my clover
secd with but very little loss ; but if mown, and
then raked and bunched, or the heads picked witha
clover « picker,” there isu great waste ; for, in the
former case, a great deal of seed is beaten oft, and, in
the latter, & great many heads are left unpicked.
But, in cutting with a machine, we can graduate the
height of the cut according to the height of the clover,
thereby saving nearly every head,

The time to thresh is in cold frosty weather, in the
winter, as the straw is not so tough: and it is a much
casier matter for the machine o saveall the seed
than it wounld if threshed in damp weather.

The clover machines in this vicinity threshthestraw,
as a wheat machine does wheat straw, and deliver the
clean seed in a bag. Sometimes it has to be run
through 2 fanning mill to fit it for market.

The remarks at the head  of this article refer to the
small kinds of clover. If tho mammoth clover is
raised, of course no ercp can be taken off for hay,
but the crop can be pastured off till midsnmmer, and
then allowed to grow up to seed. In all other res-
peets, it is served the same as the smaller clover.

1t must be borne in mind that taking a crop nf
clover seed draws heavily from the soil, aud wo must
act accordingly by sowing plaster in the spring, and,
if possible, top-dressing the lend the fall previous
with good fino manure “ spread evenly.”

Following these directions, F. P. 3. ought to
raise *“a good crop of seed.—Correspondence of
Country UGenlleman.

A Good H;y-Rigging. .

A coraesroNpENT of the Counfry Gentleman gives
the following directions for constructing n service-
able bay-rigging :—

“ Allow me to describe the best hay-rigging I cver
saw, and on which I bave bauled 5,000 pounds of

hay. It was constructed as follows, and made of the
best white oak ¢

Two picces four by four, and sixteen feet long, are
placed on tho axle and bolster, in the position that
the sills of a wagon bed would oceupy. Crossing
these, and secured to them by suitable bolts, are
four pieces four by four, or four deep and threo thick,
and cight fect Jong, one at each end ; the others be-
tween the wheels, and placed so as to clear them.
Near the ends of these cross-picces are mortices, into
which eight posts are tencned, which are three by
three square, and of a proper height to make the
frame clear.the back wheels.

On tho top of these posts, an.l secured by mortices
end tenons, is a framo same length as the sills,
made of picces three by three square, the ends secured
by suitable irons, to prevent the standards from
breaking the tenons.

TFour standards, about cight fect long, one in cach
corner, and two shorler over, ono on each side,
secured at their bottom ends by sunitable irous,
fastened to the sills, nnd resting against the rail, are
used. Curved pieces of wood or iron attached to the
sill and frame, keep thoe hay from coming in contact
with tho wheols, and a few boards answer for & bot-
tom. This rigging is easily loaded and unloaded.”

Best Time to Cut Grass.

Ix making hay it is important to consider tha.

grasses and other hay-herbage consist for the most

part of sub-perennial species, many of which produce
their sceds nnd then die out, but not being allowed
to seed, their root-statks will be peirenial. 1t is, then,
or great consequence _that grass never be allowed to
Tipon, or indeed nearly vipen. sced, before being cut
for hay, because by so doing the aftermath is much
injured on the one haad, while the resulting hay crop
will be more woody aud less nutritious on the other;
and besides, the seeds become wasted, and if carried
to the arable leave behind a colony of what, there, are
weeds. .

Ve know it is thought that over-ripe grass adds to
the bulk of the rick, but when we consider that a9
the seeds ripen the lower leaves wither and decay, it
is costain the increase ig, if not altogether doubtful,
yet muck less than is generally supposed.

Our own cxperience confirms us in the view that
hoy made when the rye.grasses ave in full flower is
the best in quality, and gives quite ns great s yield
as that cut several days Iater. In determining this
puint, we have adopted the following guide :—When
the grass torn away at a node gives full evidence of
the formation of saccharine matter in the young
white Dbase of the torn-off portion it is fit to eut. A
short time before this it will be rather bitter than
otherwise, and a short time afterwards it will consist
of unflavored woody fibre. Should there bo any
donbt on this point, we would urge our readers to
repeat an experiment which we lave repeatediy
performed, viz., that of testing the specific gravily of
un infusion of a given weizht of liay ; this can be
done by the saccharometer in the same manneras
brewer tests the amount of * oXtract™ from malt, and
whether we are testing single grasses or their com-
pounds in the rick we shall find that the higher the
specific gravity of the sample the greater the amount
of feeding matter— proof "—and the move valuable
the produce. .

Of course, however timely cut. if there be much
wet it will injure the sample, which will lose its ex-
tractive matters but in timely cut, well-made hay
the extractive will be in proportion to its quality.—
Gardener's Chronicle.
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SarT As A Maxtre ror Maxgonps.—A paper has
recently been published in the Journal of the Royal
Society of England by Professor Veelcker, detailing
tke result of certain experiments to determine the
eflfect of potash salt and common salt as & manuve
for mangolds. The conclusion drawn from these ex-
periments is that common salt especially is a valu-
able fertilizer for this crop, increasing cousiderabl
the weight of the mangolds in every ecase :u which
it was applied. Professor Voelcker found that
« three cwts. of salt per acre gave an increase of five
tons eight 1bs. of clean mangolds ; four cwis., an
incrense of Gve tons three cwts. fifty-two 1bs.; and
cight cwis. of salt, an increase of eight tons four-
teen cwts. twenty 1bs. per acre.” The practice of
some farmers in England has been o apply this man-
ure previous to sowing the seed ; but Dr. Voelcker
did not apply it till after the plants had been hoed
and singled, that is, on the Ist of July. It wasap-
plied, of corse, aga top-dressing.  We would recom-
mend an experimental trial to Canadian farmers.

Tmyxing  Tersips—The most common mistakes
wade in the thinning of the crop are, first, in not
commencing to single till the plants have asttained
a considerable size, and second, in not singling them
so regulmly that the plantsieftare at equal dis-
tances. When the plants have leaves which measure
1 inch across singling should commence. the person
oversecing the workers being strict, so that the plants
are singled at equal distances, and that only one is
left. There have been various experiments in the
cultivation of the Swede to ascertain the most suit-
able distance hetween the plants. It has been re-
peatedly shown that when the conditions were favor-
able, Swedes singled at the distance of fourtcen
inclies produced & Yeavier weight of bulbs than
where the plants were ten, or where they were
twelve inchies apart; the greatest distance yielding
the heaviest crops. But asall the conditions cannot
be usually secureq, it is advisable to regulate the dis-
tance beiween the plants so as to snit she several
conditions which influence the growih of the turnips.
Singling Ly hand is always advisable where the
plants are weak, sickly, and irregulas, either owing
1o the surface of the drills being rough, the ravages
of the turnap-fly, or {from other causes. The plants of
the Swedieh variety are more Jiable to be injured by
singling with the hoe than cither yellows or whites;
and sowne farmers prefer to single the Swedes by
hand. The plants thus sustainz no check from tho
operation of singling, and grow more vigorously
tban where the plants have been Qisturbed by the
hoo.—XNorth British Agriculturist.



