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Th; I?o;k of th;at Por Acre,

Tus following coustaumention from Ald.J. . Mechi
ia at present going the rounds of the  old country™
papers.

* Year hg year [hecome more and more eonvinced

of tho immengo damage done in the Dritish farmer
hy an aversowing ofgeed.  Tho question is one much
tesa important a8 n saving of seed than as a prevep-
five of danage to and diminution of the growing erop.
1 have proved thishy n slm;l)l!e experiment, and evey
farmer can, at a small cost, bring to bis own mind a
proof of the proper quantity of seed to be eown se-
cording to his eoil, climate, and circumstances.

Thisis the third year that 1 have tried the experi-
ment of half a peck on balf an acre, in the middle of
a field whero my usual quantity of four pecks is snwn
The former vesults havo been recorded~the peck an
acro has yie'ded 7 qunrters 2 bushels per acre of
fine wheat, und was tho best yicld on the field,

The expetiments have been perfectiy fuir ones, the
sheas belng all putin st one time, and under the
same circumstancesin every vespect except quantity.
Tho thin-sown was dibbled in, one kernel in « hale
about 6 inches by 41 The rest of the deld was
this year drilled with 3} pecks perucse. Theexperi-
ments for three years have been on clover Jea, once
mowed for hay, and then folded with sheep, catiag
cake, &c.

The thin-sown came up with single points, and
looked all the winter and early spring hike o bure
fullow, capecially ata distance on the bill side it
fooked as thongh the four stetches bad not heen sawn
S50 very wetand unfavourable were the winter and
apring, that we thought this third year the thinsown
could not come t0 8 ¢rop. But slowly and surely it
advanced and has at Xoins;élh becoma the best crop on
on the field, undistingaisbable from the rest exeept
by its superior height and the largeness of the rara
It will of course be tessed by threshing. I have no
doubt it will, ason former occasions, sield more
welight of straw as well 88 more comn than’ the rest of
the fiold. Iexpectit will give about s quarters por
acre, Thisisnot agood yielding year on our <iff
nou-calcarcous soils, It bus astonished many whe
havo watched its progress, and made many converts.
Thin sowers must be contentto hear from all who
see their thin sown crops during the eavly stages of
their grawth that they must prove a failure. Tpese
three years’ experiments have given me perfect con
fidence in thin sowing under like circumstances ; nmd
I shall practice it gradually on a more extended
sealo asa safe and profitable investment. I think
tha_rroper term for thin sowing shonld be suflicient
8 )
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I wﬁi endeavour by ilinstration to show how really
unreasonabloand injurions our general quantity sown
must ba.  According to Mr. Calrd and general esti-
mates the qusntity of grain sown (wheat, oats, barley
&¢,) equal one-ninth of the produce, 3 that wo get
{faking the whole kingdom), 9, kernels for each one
80wn.} An gverage eaf, of wheat, barley, and oats
would have forty hernels, therefore wo only geta
fifth of an ear for each kernel ! )

Now Iwill defy any one who pats into the eoil a
perfect kernel of graip to produce <o littleas gige
grains, or about gue fifth part of ar car. The pro-
babllity i3, cspecially in the ease of wheat, thatifa
spaco of three to five inches infervenes between that
atd the next kernel, the inerease wilt be from 200 o
300 instend of pime. Meny of mine have prodnesd
600; how is itthen that we arrive at the present
miserable return of nine for one ? Those who observe
Nature's aperations will soon receive a reply. By
ourgystem of twe to forr bushels per acre the Kernels
are crowded together, the vonng fibre are pushed
forth, and fight with each other for the small availuble
portion ofsoil. The result i3 many wounds, many
deaths, and plenty of cripples among the fow sur-
vivors, whose dimiantive development gives evidence
of the severity of the deadly straggle. The crop that
eame up thick as a grass fleld soon becomes thin amd
wenkly. The reverse of all this takes place with thin
sowing, w8 the roots ramify and extend without meet-
hungry and nmnerons competitors

Baron Lichig justly says that the greatest epemy
that u wheat plant can bave is another wheat plant
This alone ia a sufficient cxplanation. Many farmers
a3y “we don't like a thin wheat vroE ¥ drawing
their conclusions from the cases where the crop had
become thin in consequence of over-crowdinp. So
far ua roy experience goes, the grains are fnerin size
and quality, the straw more briiliant and glassy, and
mare free from blight or mildew than the thick-sown.
Thero is more weight of straw per acre.

Butseo what bendfits the young grass or clover
plauts derive from thin sowing. 7They thrive baving
air and Hght, in the thin-sown, while the thick-sown
and poor, solt-strawed 1ald cvop smothers and des.
troys them
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A neighhonr of mine who farms well, got so angry
at lesing lig elover plant among his oats that ho was
determyined to bave a dlover crop al the cost of his
oals, 5o ho only sowed ouno bushel insteadof four,
and to his great surprise (bt not to mine) ho bad
tho best crop of oals he oever grew, and an ample
clover blont besides.  Of course, tn speaking of thin
sowing I assume that the drill 18 nged and the seed
thus properly deposited.

1 use the blower to my seed corn 8o as tabave on}
heavy perfect seeds 9 10ths of which atleast will
vegatate,

It is really distressing 1o be told, as I have been
lately, that ** we always sov broadcast 7 bushels of
oats per eere and 4 bushel. of wheat.” Supposing
forty animals were placed in n laxuriant pasture,
whirh wonld keep in gond condition ten animals for
three months, at first all would go well, but long
before the three months had elapsed there be plent
of deaths and a fow Cripples left. So it is with thic
sawing *

ktalizm Iiay-(}mss.

THE scpatate caitivation of ray-geass s been n
use us & fuddenng plaat 1 Eogland for npwands of
no centurics, as it appears from - Woldridge's Hus.
bandry,” first edition, to bave heen cultivated prior
10 1677 ] hesides which. red clorer, spurry (Spergula
arveasis), trefnl, amd nosench were the ouly plauts
then eultivated as arlificinl grasses.

Ircland was never backward in udopting improved
husbandres, which generdly may be aitributed to the
return of gentlemen of rank from serviee in the army
ahrond, who brought bome much information, from
thme to time, a~ to the farming practices in the
Nethaddands, Germang, and other countries, whenee
the introduction of tarnips, transplanting rape in the
autumy, lncerne, Lo, all of which are to be found in
the early proceedings of th Dublin Society., Com-
mon  ryc-grass (Loliww peccane) is a nutive plany,
aud found more or less in all nataral pastares or
mendows 1 but the fiest accenat we bave of its being
cultivited us a4 separate erop .n Ireland is fo be fonnd
in a paper read belore {he Dublin Society on the 258k
of November. 1731, soon aftes it formation, by Cup-
tain Stothard, as practiced by him at Maberdin, in the
county Down, with 2 comput. ion of the profits of un
acre sur five jears successive.y, and ordered to he
registered. .

11 this paper Caplain Stothed says that © he bas
had partival.r advantages fron the nse of ray-grass,
which is this: > That whereas belore he came iato
the use uf it be Jost every yea somesheep by therot
and otber disiempers, and anchs sheep as did not die
of the rof and were in good or .or yet had their tivers
tainted ; but since the time he 'ind fed hissheep with
the ray-grass, which was the la § five years, though
the say-grass was the least part of theie feeding yot
Tt has this ¢ffvnt, that ke hath not dost one sheep these
five years post by the rof, or any other distempor,
nor have their livers been the least tuinted, hut all
proved very sound ; and he finds upon inguiry, that
sheep are nowhere, that e conld hear of, Rabject to
thy ot whaoee they bave ray-gruss for part ot theic
foold * We have given the above extract from the
manmnseript copy of Captain Stothard’s excellent

aper, 1o «how that the beginnings of the Royal Dub-
in Society all tended to the advancement of agricul
ture, seteral members contributing excel»nt papers
the first year of it evislence, amongst which we ind
another from the same geotleman on the cultivation
of clover. .

Since those times several improved varleties of ray-
grass have been infroduced, such a8 Pacey's, Russel’s,
Whitworth's, &tickaey's. de.. bt of Iute years the
Italian may-grass has been introduced, which in a
great measure supersedes all the others in ita use of
alternate  husbandry, yielding the quickest and
heaviest crops when properly treated, both as a soil-
ing and hay crop. .

The Italian ray-grass ie by some hotanisis regarded
as a distinet specie<, and by others as a marked
varicty of the commen perennial ray-grass, and is it-
self divided into two varieties—one more upright
than the othier, and of o paler colonr, tho palem of
the plants having a long uwwn which distinguishes the
{talian from all other ray-grasses; the other kind
Lag a more fibraus root, the colour darker, a spread-
ing stem, and with awns comparatively shorter. This
latter variety is vegerded as the trae aort by the most
intelligent cultivators, as it produces the most luxuri-
ant and heavicest erops.  This question is gretty well
set at rest by the following report of Mr. Rodwell, of
Alderton Park :—

.

 Havlng observed, {n tho growil of my crop 1
Fortcd on in the Roysl A%ncnltuml Soclety's Janrne
n tho year 1841, some plauts that were, a8 1 sup.
posed, not genulny, that s, not offthe pale colour
no1 producing with long awns, I determined, upon «
fresh importation of sced dircct from Italy, from
which 1 have since tested the properties of the two
varieties, both of which I have aince cultivated wuu
great care and attention ; and I am now fully con-
vinced, from every comparison I have made, not onty
of the different kinds of plants in different fiehds, bt
of both kinds in the same flelds, and in every case
have satiafactory proof that the hest grass—namuly.
tha: which s tho most Eroducﬁve and the most pun-
tive for all cattle—~is the plant which spreads npon
the ground, is dark-coloured, and being the produce
of sced with short awn ; and my conclusion bas been
more fully confirmed during the past weck by testing
the vurictics, both fn we!ght and bulk, findlug that
the dark-coloured plants from the seed of the short
awned graxa exceed hoth in weight and bulk the
pale-colonred plants by more thuu 30 per cent. It
will e also warthy the cbservation of those who in-
tend to cultivate this graes that if intended as a
bicanial or » perennial grass, in that case the dark-
colouted is wmuch preferable to the pale-coloured
grass, the former branching and brcoming thicker,
and the latter spindling up. aoid thus hecowing thin
ner in plunt every succeeding yeanr™”

Either sort bas a stronger braird, broader and more
ubundaat foliage, and Yonger spihes thun any ot the
bther sorls of rey-grive, and are preferred by eattle,
cither as soil or bay, s to the farmer {s more valn.
uble for one year’s ggrass than any vther sort, in its
varly msturity agd bulk of produce.

Dat from the rupidity of its growtk, it Is not so
well anited for mixture with any other sorts, except
that in swall quantity, it may be rown in permanent
pastures, to give shelter to the more turdy and more

rrasoent grasses, and give an carly bite to the ewes
n apring, for which it i admirably adapted ; butthis
very rapidity of growth resders it unsiituble to-sow
us % goifing crop with corn in the spriag, for it RrOWS
80 strony tbat it injures the vorn crop, though it im.
proves the struw as fodder; besides. it exhausta it-
self the season it is sown, and does not grodnce so
early or so well the following onr.  On this account
itshonld not be sown as u sotling crop till the autumn,
when the corn crop 8 removed 3 but the better prae-
tice, whea designed for an early solling crop, and 1o
ent repestedly, is to sow it immediately ulter the
removal of early potatovs : the lund is then in the
Bigheat wtate of cultivation to receive the seed, being
rich anid thoroughly pulverised ; the seed brairds
freely, becomes stroug and luxuriant, and so well
¢stablishied in the ground that so amount of froet can
throw it out,

Munaged in this way, it produces. in zome seasons,
ar 18 or 20 Inch cutting so eariy as the middle of
March ; in others, such as the present, it may not
come in for another month, and with & top-dressing
of a little rick compost. or liquid manure, after each
cutting, three, and sometimes four, and even five.—
Mark Lane Erpress.
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Proorerive Fans——The Mt Morris Tuion states
that on the Ozden farm, located on the Genegee fats,
fifty agres of tine wheat are being harvested, while
there ure 100 acres of oats with barley and cornte
match. The net receipts of the farm for 1865 were
$8,015. A fow days since 53 steers were from this
fari for the sum of $4,125. The farm consists of 450
acres of the best farming 1and in the Genesee Valley.

A NEw Fars Yrarcy.»-The Rural ddvertiser, for
June, in remarking on the various fertilizers used by
farmers says there id one unfailing source of ‘sugply
within reach of every farmer. This is found in deep
ploughing and a proper pulverization of the seil, In
ather words, dzﬁlh of soi beneath thelr crops and
fertilizing atmospheric gases abovethem.” By plough-
ing sn inch deeper every year, 3 new farm, 8o to
spesk, is obisined. Of course there s a limit to this,
but the trouble generally is, that but few persevere
till they reach it.

Prorrrapiy Farwing.—What zealous young far-
mers should ever bear in mind, is that it is not ex-
pensive manuring alone, nor thorough culture alone,
nor drainage, nor any other one or two things com-
bined, that can engure success, but knowledge of and
thorough traipisg fo their business, and then enlight:
ened, courageour and libersl expenditure. Such
expenditure would cmbrace ail the processes neces-
£aty to prodnctive cropping, sud pesmanent improve-
ment of the land. This we cail “high farming.”
Itis thet sort of &miugnwhich has always been most
productive of resulls able hands, and will be
especially 30 in the future of Narylsad and Sonthern
Stato agricnlture. I it fall, it will not be that the
system 12 wrong, but because of want of #kill in its
application.—Ag. Fd. Ball. Sun, o



