Utility of Snowbirds.
To the Kditor.

Sim~-Obsorving a few days ago a number
of snowbirds perched on my apple-trees.
seemingly very industriously employed. 1
felt curions to know what they were abont.
Taking care nob to disturh them. I took o
spy-glass, and saw they were busy pecking
at the stems of the hranches, but not touch-
ng the buds. I concluded they were pick-
ing off the lice. which, owing to the warm
summer, scemed to have  greatly multiplied.

After they left, Texamnined the trees, and
found they had cleared them in good style,
chooging the worst for their operations.
The branches presented a white. speckled
appearance atter the operition., on  the spots
where the lice hadadhered.

‘The surface of the snow being very erusty.
and smooth. the shells lay thickly upon it.
giving it the appearance of heing thickly
dusted with coarse pepper.  Out of 2 few
dozen of these shells picked from the surface
of the snow. I conld not with a microseope
observe un cgg in one.

This trait in the character of these birds
not being generally known, I thought it
might be interesting to some of your fruit-
growing subscribers.

I have also observed what I call small
flocks of canaries all through the winter,
Their note is exactly the same, although
they are darker in plumage than in ssunmer.
Perbaps some of your corresponding ornitho-
logists may have observed the same. and will
enlighten us on the subjeet, as I think itvery
UnCOmINON. J. McL.

Owen Sound. February, 1869.

Note BY Emtonr.---We have loug been of
opinion that the Snow-birds (Fringille hyem-
alis), a3 well as other members of the Finch
family, are eminently insectivorous, and
hence useful to the agriculturist. They may,
and probably do. often pick up a useful in-
sect such as a Lady-bird, a Syrphus fly larva
or a Spider, but still, with all due deference
to Mr. Walsh, we believe they do more good
than barm. In the case referred to by our
correspondent, they appear to have made a
severe raid upon the eggs of the apple-tree
Bark-louse (Aspidiotus conchiformis), which
are covered by a shelllike scale. the seere-
tion of the femaleinsect. They would prob.
ably devour al=o the eggs of the .Apple Plant
Louse (Apkis mali), which are hid in the
interstices of the bark, and any other inseet
which chanced to be up and about on the
occasional wmild days of winter.

Tac canaries referred to are, as our corres:
pondent supposes, the same birds as we have
with usin summer, bat in very different plu
mage.  Few who sce these dingy little virds
about their gardens and orchards in winter
fancy that they are the sne as the gay yel-
low and black goldtinches, or wild canaries,
of sumumer. Yot such is the case,y as urnitho
logists well kunow. They, too. are usefml
hirds, devouring the seeds of thistles and

other weeds, and multitudes of plant lice and
other minute insccts.
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Poultrp Fard.

The Use of Poultry Shows.

1o the Kditor.

Si—The Ontario Pouitry Society ave
trying to come to the front once more with
their foruth exhibition, and their eforts have
been most liberally aided by donations from
several firms in this city., and there is
every reason  to expect that Hamilton
and Loaden will also contribute towards the
prize list,  But whilst soliciting contribu-

tions for this purpose. we are met with,

various ohjections (I use the pronoun * we,™

not that I have the least personal interest in |

the proposed exhibition, but that simply 1
wish @ good beginning snceessfully cavried
out.y These objections are made, in some
cases, even by those who themselves keep
poultry.  One =says:—<I only keep
common birds, and do not helieve in vour
fancy articles.”  Now, the Society's wim is

not to encourage poultry as a fancy merely,
although in mauy instances such will be the

result, but to foster a branch of stock-keep-
ing that might prove a lasting, solid advan-
tage to the country.  What I am writing is a

points? Have Dorkings lost size or consti-
tation? Have ducks diminished in weightor
‘lost appearance? Dorkingz have gained
much in size, and in weight over two pounds
each. while Aylesbury duchs., whose average
weight two years since might be three to
four pounds, now genekally weigh four to
eight ponnds.

Again, tale Pencilled Hamburghs.  Roup
was thonght to be their nutaral state.  Peo-
ple avoided ‘he breed.  There was no in-
dueement 1o take paing with them, till com.
peution and the reyuivemeats of exhibitions
supplied thespur.sincewhich tine they have
heer shown in perfeet eoloar, shape and
markings, wnd strong enough to bear any
trial in the way of climate. These are facts
that speak for themselves.

Before [ conclude, I should like to try and
persuade  those that now keep fowls not
zood cnough, as they say, for exhibition, but
an inferior lot, to try some recognized breed
suited to theiv taste and means.  They will
cost no morve to feed than the mongrels, and
will be infinitely more remunerative in the
sale of eggs 3 or by sending to exhibitions
, two or three picked from the lot, a price can

he obtained which will pay for the consump-
{ tion of {ood by all the others.

thrice-told tale, has been already writtenby ! I have kept, myself. fowls to some extent
myself and others, and I am afraid will yet; for homeconsumption. They cost something
have to he reiterated. People who keep {to feed. Iecannot say if' they paid or .iot;
fowls might. at least, as well have good sale- , but ou getting a pure breed, and picking out
able articles as mongrel rubbish, at thesame | & few and exhibiting them, 1 was paid more
cost. than the keep of all the rest, and bad eggs
Again, another will say,* what is the use ' and poultry on table gratis, or next toit.
of your points?  Why is a Spanish bird with | I ¢rust thede facls will convinee sceptics,
less comb not as good as another? \Why 1 induce the support of pouliry exhibitions and
should Aylesbury ducks be rejected because | improvenient of the breed, and lead to the
their bills have tinges of yellow and black | abandonment of that heterogencons mixture
spots? Why withhold a prize from Dorkings - of sorts that results in 2 mongrel race of
which have not five toes 2 fowls, and keeps our markets badly supplied
There is an excellent reply to this sort of . with the wretched specimens we are con-
reasoninginthe Jowrnalos Horticulture, March  stantly mceting with,
3. 1863, which 1 shall quote in my aid :— Ifathing is worth doing, it is worth doing
“Ithas been necessary to lay down cer- . well.as my granduotler used to tell me.
tain raies, which have been admitted for! Every man that keeps poultry should keep
some years. The great end they answer isto | good birds, and every grain and feed dealer
form well defined marks, which may guide I should do his best as well to support the ex-
the enquirer and beginner. The use of | hibitions of ponltry ;and need 1 say, the
puultry shows has been topublish the merits , farmer and his family, as sellers of grain and
and properties of divers breeds, and to point * eggs, should do likewise,
out those that ave fitted for certain soils and i
certain marvkets.  The characteristies of n | M
breed being pointed out, 2 purchaser cannot | Ontario Poultry Association.

be easily deceived as to whether it will snit: < o . .
him or not, He will not huy a Dorking | 'l:hc Ontario l. o.u.lxr) -Association wnl'l boid
their fourth extibition of ponltry and pigeons

withont five toes 3 but it he were to be told | .
that Dorkings with four ave as good as those | ' the Agrienltural Ifall. Taronto, on Wed-

with five claws, he has nothing to guide or | hesday and Thursday. April 21st and 22nd.
protect him.  He is at the mercy of any one !t Was  disappointment 1o many poultry
whose fowls he sees for sale. Or take the ; fanciers that no cabitntion was held by this
Ayleshury duek. If the buyer is tohd um'Socicly lastfall,hat it is confidently expected
bird must have s pale biil, he will not huy § that the ensuing spring show will outrival
oue lacking that mark.  Ifany bill will do. any ol its predecessors. 'The number of per-
every  wlate duck, to the uninitiated, be-ysons who tahe an interest in poultry is in-
comes an Ayleshary,  These ave but two in-  creasing in this country, very marked in-
stances ; many more could be given,? j rovement is manifest in the various breeds

Has any good quality been given up to yof fowls, and a number o fresh importations
atiain the staelard of excellence as regards ¢ from Europe kuve been made since the last

F. C. HASSARD.
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