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Utility of Snowbirds.

To Vi~e .Aiilor.

afew days ago a înnier
f Enowbirds perched on1 iltyapetc.

9ecmingly very intdnstriotisiy eipioyetl. 1
feit curions to knowv Iviuat tiîîy %vere Ubolut.
Taking cure un, to disturh illein. 1 t..olz a
spygli&, aîîd saw tiîey %vere hîîsy pieckiîîg
at the steuns of the btrancihes. bt itn toîcli-
ing the btids. 1 couelîîded they %vert- pich.
ing off the lice. Wlîiclî. owiîîg tg) the %v.riit
stininer. Qei(ild to have gýrtaîtiy inuait iliid.

After they lefi. 1 exainined flic res anîd
fourni they hand clearcî liumtî in goodl style.
choosing thue wvorst for ilieir operatious.
The braniches presented a whîite. spechled
aippearait-e aiter the operation. oit tlic sJiut!
vehcre the lice hard ad hered.

,rite surface of UIl sutov hîing very crîtsty.
anti smootlî. the shellu Iay tiiiclcly lipoli it.
giviîîg it the appearauce or' being tluicidy
dnusted wi1tl coarsa u"îper. Out of a few
domnî oif thieee eiielis pickeil fron t fle Surface
oif the sniow. i conilî nut, ivitlt a mlicroscope
observe lit egg iii onu.

Thtis trait li the charactcr or Iluese birds
not being gcnerally known, 1 thotîglit it
night be interesting to soute of your fruit-
growing siibscriberiz.

1 have also observeil %iiait I cail sinall
Blocks of canaries ail througli lthe winter."
Their note is exactiy tlue saine, although
they are ilarkcr iu plumiage tjitn usingulier.
Perhaps sonte ofyour corresponding ornitho-
logists inay have obscrved filic saine. and %will
enlighten lis on the sutbject, as I think itvtry

Owen Soutnd. Fe)rtnry, 186~9.

Non: i. BY uou.W ]lave toitg becu of
opinion tluat the Suiow-birds <PiuqWalii( hyetu&
ais), as; well as other ilienb ors of Ille. Finleil
faiiy, are emuineitly iiI."ctivorôlls. andi
hence uset'il to the agricuîttrist. They nuay,
and probably do, ofucît pick up a tisefiul it-
.gct sucli as a Ladity-birdl, a Syrphis lly larva
or a Spidcr, but stili. Ivith al dite deliurcnce
to Mr-. Walsh. %ve belleve îhey dlo moure good
titan huin. li lte rave referred Ù) by oui-
correspondent, they appear to have miade a
sevcrc raid tupon the eggs of te apple-Irce
Baa'k-ionse (Aspidiohîzs .'ouî4dforzîîis>, %vhich
are covercil I)v a shdil-likec sa.le. the siacrc-
lion of the~ feinale iîtsect. Tltey %vontd prob>.
ably devour le the eggs of tlle AIple PlIant
Louse (:.llds i N! vilîiciiarc laid iu the
intci-stccs of the bark. and any otiier instet
which clîancud 10 b)e up antil about Ou thie
occasional iid datys of winter.

l'ne caliaries relerred to arc, as our corres,
pondent qupposes,. tile sautest birdï as %vu liq%,.
with nis in sunîtnte.r, but in very difl'erut lut
image. Fev who ec thiete insgy littie ipirds
about *htvir gardens anti orchirds lit iiier
fancy tuait tlîey are the s-aine as Ille gay ycl-
lie and ~îakgltîciaor %%willcaari
of suitner. Yet stichlî lt- tct!ia,, as orniitlo

%ois v iel l~n Ttîey, l.îo. ail,- 4o
hirds. devouriîur the .Qteti.î of thisties andi

other %vet4ds, :îttl inîîltitutdca orplauît lice.iatnd
other mtinute luiscîis.

Unuhfri ~JvJ ~ points? avDoiitslost size or conti-
tuition.1 llave dutcks liniuisied in wcightor

- - .~.. - lost appearauce? Dorkitî lave gained
illuci iu itize. andtin lueight over two poiîîids

The 'Use of Poultry Shows. ecdi. whte Aylesbury ducks-ý. viluose averaige
IUlle .Iiio.weiglit two years sittce înight ho three tu

Sttv.-Tue Ontairio 1>outtry Society aie fitît lIouns. now gciteùtly îveigh foutr tu
tryinga tu Conte 10 hilie fronit once tîtore witli egit Itoittds.
tîteir font thi exhibtition,. antd tlîeir elloila )lave Agaiut. talg i'ctcil ledl Il atuburgis. Itoup
beenti nost lilîerailly iilîled Iîy dontations fron was t!îoît;lt to )le t4lcîr na tirai statu. Peu-
severaI tirjîls ini titi,; City. antd tîtere i- 1Ile avidil 'lie breedl. Tîtere wvaï nu in.
everv reasolî 10 expect Ihat. Iignîmilîon 'Itt.eQtiet, Io take padins %iitii tîtetî. tilt Coin-
tti t.0nndon %vitl ailqu coîîtrib lite lowatîls te pltttioti u i tilt irene of ei xhibiltusi

i~l~*'iî~. ltttwiitt olictit coui trlit . supplicled su* iiewie tiate they have

tiotts l'or titis puarlose. Ive aire nie, %vitîi blet shovt lut pvti-f,'e etlojîx shape anti
varions olIIcctin lis h rntn-ie"iaknï iç togeogit lu n

tiot th.it 1 liai e the luaisI ticsoîtal inîcrestin î t'-l ini tîte %vaY Of liut.Tiese are filcts
the propîoiteî exhibiition, ]litilut liai itlii3- 1 tuial sîeak lor thijiselves.
ivisi t gooul bu'giîing sicesftly cairricîl Behore i couteliue. 1 slioiild lilze to try anti
ont.) Tlueee objectionts arte muadue. iu soute plersutade tiiose tlit îîow Izeep) foIvs ntio
cases. 'a-ven hy Iliose w'lto thgeitiselves keeji good m~îotIgh, as they say, t'oir exhtibition, but
poîîltry. ()>ue savs :-'1 otily lieep ai lutrior lot, to try.soute recognizeil brecul
!oinniioît birds. andî do îlot believe la v'otir sititedl to flueir taîste antd tieaus. Tuer wvill
fancy articles.'l Now, tic Societys aitti is cost no0 more to fecd Iiant the unongrels. and
îlot to encoutrage poîîltry as8 a faîtcy miereiy, %vili ho itttiîîituly mîore reînutierative la bte
altitoug in la îy ins~tanîces sici wvill bc Ilt, sale of cgs;or by sending tu exhibitions
restitt, but to fosttr a braîtcl of sýtock-koep-, tîvo 'or tlîrce picked frotnt thte lot, a price cat
iîtz tat, uniglit prove a Listintg, sollid aîdvan- bc oblaincd %rbicli will pay for tue consîimp-
tage to t counttry. Wtat 1 ni wrifluîg is a t ioni of food by a.il the others.
îtrie-toid tale, lias beeui atrcatdy iritten >y, 1I I have kepi., iiyself. foîvîs 10 soute extent
niyseif atd Ouliers, and 1 au afralil %viii yct 1fur~ hionaeconuluîutiott. They cost somcltiting
have to be teitcrated. Peuple iio kcep 10 fueti. 1 calitot, Fay ilf tley Plid or lîot;

foWlS ittiglit. ai. leis, as wîell have good sale- hut oit gettiag a pitre birccd. and picking out
able articles as tiiottgrel riibhijIt, ai. thesamne a fêtw and exliihitiitg thiieu, 1 %vas paid more
cost. titan tite- keep of ail te rest, and had eggs

Again, anotiier wiil say, -1 whiat is the lise and poultry oit table gratis, or ncxt t0 it.
of youîr points ? Wliy is a Spaiiisi bird with I i trust tiieae ficis %vilI convince Sceptics,
less conib iot, as gooti as anothier? lWhy iîîdîce tc support oif pouîiîry exhibitions aîtd
shotlg A.yicsbiry dîtcks bc rejjected becatise iîîîprovcnîcnt of the brecd, aînd Icad to the
ilucîr bills have tinges of yellow aiid black abandonment of titat iicterogctteolus Mixture
sptots? Wliy witliitold a prize froîn I)orkiags of sorts titut resîtîts iii a uîolitgrel race of
wiiich have itot five tocs?"' fowls, ani keeps otîr martkets basdly stîppicî

Thteru is.'unî cacelîtt reply to titis sort of. %vth tilt wretclicd specitticis wu ai-e con-
reaoîin;ii tu .ouiueflfrlcîilueMardi Staîntly tncetiiîg wibt.

3. 18(;3, wiici I cui qiote ini îîty aid a- If.a tîiîtg 15 worti doing. it lat %vortit doing
-i. lias heeli ncvssary to laîy dowuî cci-. . IWeil. aýs ilty grîuîttiiter tîsed 10 tell tne.

tain rasies, whîict ]iaive beco idntiittet for Fvei'y tait tiiat keeps poultry shiould keep
some years. The great eud thuey auser 1510 gooui birds, aînd c:vcry grain aid fecd dealer
tortn weil defiuîcd taarks, witichit îay guide sîtouhi do0 hi2 besi. as iveil to sutpport. the ex-
tue cîlquirer antd hegitîner. The lise of i hibitiotîs oif pouultry ;anîd need 1 Say, the

îioiltrsiiîlslias bctitopbliît ue lterits farine r and lulï fauiiy, as sel lers of grain aîîd
,nîd properties of divers breeds, andu to point: tggs, siotul do likewisî'.
Ont tîtose thai. aire t'ttted for certaiîn sois and F. C. IIAS.SARD.
Certaini maarkets. Tht; cliaracteristics ùfa
breed beit; îtoittteî ouit. a puirctaîser catîtîot 1 Ontaio Poultry Association.
bu- eaîsiiv deceived as to itiîer ut illj sutit Th naiIluty.qscto vl od
hit or tint. le %vili nt t by a l)orkitg Th ttrolotîyAsoito vi îi
%ilnnilt live tous; but if hie were to be told tlitir fouri.h exiuibi.ioui of îoutlt-yatd pigeons

thai. horkings %vith fouir a.re as gooti as tîtose ite Agricuiltrai Ilaîli. Torontto, on Wcdl-
%wît ive' claîî%vs, ie lias ttottiîtg tu guide or 1 îesday aind *fiasaî.Arl21st anti 22ad.

luroteet inu. hie is ai. tc Iaercy oh ally otte jIt was a, disappuinttuet 10 îîîany poullry
wliosc fowls lit. setes for sae.or baîke the fatucters that ou çva.jlitioui ivas iîeld by titis

AYlcsllrv dulcic. If tlue bitver is tolid tige Society latfiîil hi is cottlideuitiy expccted
Iuirdl utii. have a pale l>iil. li. wililo't ibny a at tiue enittiug çprintg shiow ill outtrival,
oute Lauchdîtg that atîark. if aîty bill îvili t . atîy of iti lîredeucessord. 'rlite itutinher of per-
tvçry illte tuîck t e uiciuiiiaîted, bue- .'tOtt8 i'tiu ltik aIt ititerea-t it joultry 18 in-
coiltes -ilAl~hîy Tîteae arc but tîvo li- crcuîsing ln thili counutry, very muîrked inn-

staui1ces ; îIu:iuy tutore couilî bu givent. 1 îtîoveîîetctî i4 liaantiifest inIi e variot., brccds
Iaï an go- ,'q~îuialiay becit gii en t Io 1 or fowis. nud a tiuitter oi freadIi impîortations

.bnuitt tIti- .au.u, of exucllence aurers fronut Eutropc aauve beni muaîde sîteu thue last


