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Cycle Itaces.

The following, fromn the pen of " Mack,"
in Saturdar Night, while primarily referring
to the Toronto Bicycle Club's races, is still
ot sucli general interest that we need no
apology for reproducing it in CYci:NG

The bicycle races on Saturday and Mon-
day attracted very large crowds to Rosedale.
In tiie, if properly nanaged, it may happen
that bicycle races will in some measure super-
sede horse racing, against wbicb so many,
people are unconquerably prejudiced. If
those wbo frown down upon running and
trotting races only step n and encourage
wheeling contests, it is difficult to sec why
the change should not occur. for there is quite
as mucb excitement at a bicycle race as there
would be at a horse race where there was no
betting. Unless my liglts are poor, no man
could have a troubled conscience for attend-
ing such a tournanent as we have lad here
-there was no betting, no real or fancied
abuse of dumb animals, the results did not
depend upon chance, but upon the skill,
strength and endurance of the healthy and
handsome young men who entered the con-
petition. To participants and spectators it
was an elevating affair all thirough, producing
laughter, cheers, and enough excitement to
prevent a busy, man's nature fromîî growing
rusty. Nothîing fascinates a mixed multitude
like a race-a gaie of any kind is lialf lost
upon those wlo do not understand it, but it
requires no understanding to see the intent
of a race. It is the great relaxation for which
men look ; tliey will race on foot, on horse-
back, in boats, on steamers, on trains, on bi-
cycles, in balloons, and when flying machines
are invented there will be sone fast winging,
I can tell you, one man against another and
both against the across-country records of
carrier pigeons and wild geese. People will
race and deliglit in racing so long as there is
any good, Iealthy nianhood in them, and,
therefore, now is the time for the better
eleient of each coimunity to seize upon
bicycle racing in the dawn of its universal
popularity and safeguard it with their re-
spectability. Why should the churches, for
instance, yield this clean sport up to the
coipanionship of the saloons ? So far the
bicycle is as welconie at the parsonage as
at the public house. Why, then, should the
publican gradually derive more legitimîate
pleasure from it than the preacher ? 'More
good things will grow in the narrow path
than we plant in it. Foot races are run at
Sunday school picnics, and if it is permissible
to award a cloth edition of Pilgrin's Pro-

gress, worth a dollar and a-half, to the winner
who ran a hundred yards in fourteen seconds,
I never could make out why it would be
improper to bave the hundred yards run in
ten seconds and to give the winner a mo-
rocco bound and illustrated edition of Pil-
grin's Progress worth fifteen dollars. It
seems to me the difference is not one of
morals, but one of speed and value, perform-
ance and reward. There is no reason why a
man who runs a hundred yards in ten seconds
could not be as good a Christian as though
it took hin fourteen. And why should not a
member of a Bible class wlho could " do it
in ten, receive as good a prize as the bar-
tender whio made the sane speed at a picnc
of the Licensed Vituallers' Association ?
Many disreputable things bave cropped up
in connection with foot racing, but that was
because good people neglected the sport and
allowed it to fall under evil control; because
it became the custom for the wicked only to
be generous and free handed towards sports,
however innocent and health-giving they
mîight be. Bicycle racing should bepatronized
by even the niost severe people, so that it will
not require to enter an injurious partnership
with gambling. It is a sport that will reniain
respectable unless respectable people starve
it, when, in bunger, it nay repair to low
haunts. Humans have donc that?"

Holbein has again madce a change in the
iigurcs of the twenty-four hour safety record.
Mounted on a Swift safety fitted with
Clincher tires, lie started at midnight of
Tuesday, the 9 th instant, mîaking 359 miles
against his former record of 3361.

There lias been considerable talk about
cement as a surface for cycling tracks, and
attention lias been drawn to the Arnhein
track, in Holland, and the number of records
made thereon. Bicyclng News, however,
lias made enquiries into the matter, and
points out that Herne Hill track holds over
one thousand mile records, while the Arn-
heim track onlv holds five records ; and
therefore cautious track builders ought not
to be in too much of a hurry with cernent
laying.

SUDDENLY PROSTRATED.
GENTLEME.--I was suddenly prostrated while at

work by a severe attack of cholera morbus. We sent
at once for a doctor, but he seemed unable to help.
An evacuation about every forty minutes was fast
wearing me out, when we sent for a bottle of Wild
Strawberry, which saved my life.

MRS. J. N. VAN NATTER, Mount Brydges, Ont.


