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reach of ordinary capacities, are made as uncouth and as unin-
telligible as possible, and totally beyond the reach of those who
have no collegiate education to boast of, and no good technical
dictionary at hand to refer to.

" The present age is most prone to this false estimate of
learning and to public scientific display.' If science, true
science, yields to it, learning will very soon vanish from the
face of the earth again, and nothing but monkish lore and the
dark ages return."

He is enthusiastic in his praises of the counrty, and waxes
rather poetical in his admiration of the glooi a.nd glory of the
primeval forests.

" Canada is, as I have written tw' former volumes to prove,
a magnificent country. I doubt very much if Nature has
created a finer country on the whole earth.

" The soil is generally good, as that made by the decay of
forests for thousands of vears upon substrata, chiefly formed of
alluvion or diluvion, the deposit from waters, must be. It is,
moreover, from Quebec to the Falls of St. Mary, almost a flat
surface, intersected and interlaced by numberless streams, and
studded with small lakes, vhilst its littorale is a river unpa-
ralleled in the world, expanding into enormous fresh water
seas, abounding with fish.

"If the tropical luxuries are absent, if its winters are long
and excessively severe, yet it yields ail the European fruits
abundantly, and even sone of the tropical ones, owing to the
richness of its soil and the great heat of the summer. Maize,
or Indian corn, flourishes, and is more wholesome and better
than that produced in the warm South. The crops of potato,
that apple of the earth, as the French so justly term it, are
equal, if not superior, to those of any other climate; whilst
all the vegetables of the temperate regions of the old world
grow with greater luxuriance than in their original fields. I
have successively and successfully cultivated the tomato, the
melon, and the capsicun, in the open air, for several seasons,
at Kingston and Toronto, which are not the richest nr the best
parts of Western Canada, as far as vegetation is concerned.-
Tobacco grows well in the western district, and where is finer
vheat harvested than in Western Canada ?-whilst hay, and

that beauty of landscape, the rich green sod, the velvet carpet
of the earth, are abundant and luxuriant.

. If the majesty of vegetation is called in question, and int.er-
tropical plants brought forward in contrast, even the woods
and trackless forests of Guiana, vhere the rankest of luxuriance
prevails, wilI not do more than compete with the glory of the
primeval woods of Canada. I know of nothing in this world
capable of excitinb emotions of wonder and adoration more
directly, than to travel alone through its forests. Pines, lifting
tlcir hoary tops beyond maa's vision, unless he inclines his


