lced her glass of water, but ‘he was too cour-

Y teous—and perhaps too’ indlﬁerent—to Te-

# ence.

~""“\

" thémselves were very ‘moderate -
. ‘brought up in:the old school, but a chance

mark upon it, or to persuade her'to take
wine "He Bad studied history and phlloso-,
phy, languages, and la.w .but not the nature
“of alcoho] In pressing-his bride to join
the guest in drinking to her father and mo-
t'her it was simply Pecause he did not wish
. to see her conspicuous by a departure from
eommon usage. = .

- ‘Millicent’s father ‘and mother were- accus-
tomed ‘to- her ‘avoidance of wine. They
people,

remark of the family physician had caused
them to give their children milk and cocoa,.
.as more-nourishing. © When Lena was sev-
enteen she had heard a temperance sermon

in church, and as a result signed the 1;1edge‘,'

and became ‘a worker in a branch of the
C. ‘B, T. S .and- although sheé had been un-
able to persuade Millie mto active co-opera~
tion she had yet influsheed her sufficiently
to ‘follow her example of personal abstin-
Nor had the parents Sffered any
cbjection. Theirs was a “tolerant sort of
rule, and if sometimes the younger ‘broth-
'ers, Reginald and Frank, made a remark
Tipon - the subject at table they were in-
stantly checked, Mr Anderson observlng on
onse oceagsion : :

‘You let Lena alone. = It can’t do any
harm to take none, but wine ruins a good
many who do take it.!

Mr. Anderson might have said mucli~more.
His father had been a ‘wine merchant. The
days of his youth were noted for drunken-
ness in\the upper and middle classes, caus-
ing impoverishment and degradation. = As
he could more cheaply supply his own cel-
lar from the business stores, the tempta-
tions to drink to. excess were enhanced. As

a matter of fact, grandfather Anderson de-

veloped the passion to such an extent that
he died from what we now describe as
chronie- alcoholism, or slow poisonmg by
intoxicating drink.

It may be that the example was suﬂierent—
1y awful to deter the son from a like. indul-
gence ; in part, perhaps, it was due to. the
growth of more enlightened views as - the
result of the temperance reformation, or it
may be that by the curious and apparently
erratic laws of heredity the passion -for
drink was absent from Millicent’s father;
at any rate, he had never evinced any im-
moderate desire for that poison Which‘_had
killed the wine merchant. He held a ‘part-
nership in an important firm of auctioneers,
and was able to live in a good-sized villa
at Richmond, and surround his family with
a consxderable measure of refinement and
luxury

CHAPTER IL—A DORMANT APPE-
' TITE AROUSED.

" To this day Millicent remembers the sen-
* gations caused by her wedding

glass of

.champagne. The daywof her marriage .is

surely the most outstanding event of a wo-.

man’s life, and many features connected
with it are graven on her - memory. - But
the burning.of her throat-by -that flery li-
quid Millicent is still conscious of, the rush
of blood to' her head, the apparently new

. life and vigor which for a few. minutes pos-

gessed her, the exhilaration of feeling and
buoyancy of-spirit so new .and .so “strange
she ‘can yet recall. It was practically a
state of intoxication or -drunkenness, the
tablespoonful of ‘liquor being as potent in
its influence on her as a whole bottleful
would have been to her grandfather,
Nature is ever seeking to accommodate

1tselt to habxt and mnn ’s pnysxcnl system is,
very tolerant to violatrons of ‘law’ mﬂlcted'
by the will ‘of ‘the soul upon the organs of
the body “In the long run nature holds
1ts ‘own, .and compels to pay “the pr1ce of
transgressing her -rules.. But in_ Mxl]r-
cent’s..case there had been- no slow
preparatlon ‘v of her physxcal system~
to’ meet the‘* onslaught “of, ‘this’ new
po:son The .. bare teaspoonful of alcohol
which ‘the wine glass contained was a dead-
Iy irritant, and acted upon her whole be-
ing as would a. strong dose ‘of any other
drug. Indeed its-effect was so strong that,

she nearly fell back into her chair,’ and the .
whirl of thought the wine produced made

her ‘indeed glad to resume her seat. In a
few- mlnutes the- actrve 1nto*<1catmg effect t
passed’ aw'ry, ana :eme of the exhrhratron
remained. An unexpected cheerfulness

possessed her as she went to put on her

.tra\'elling costume, and the friends noticed .

with some surprise and approval that the
tears usually shed by a bridal daughter on
leaving home were in Millicent’s case ab-

.sent,

But the douhle excitement of the wedding”
and of the-wine could not, and did not, last
long. Some measure of despondency en-

sued, and the railway journey was not that -
hour of bliss on which George Mordaunt-

had counted. And, indeed, he had so mis-
taken the cause that on their arrival at
Dover, en route for Switzerland, he suggest-
ed her taking another glass of wine. Poor

Millicent, not being able to analyse her feel-

ings and experiences, remembered only . the
strange sense of delight produced by the
first glass, and readily assented to the sec-
ond. The second effect was not so marked
as the first, but it restored her spirits in
some measure, and in her ignorance she
may be pardoned for mistaking the effect -
of alcohol " She had yet. to learn the full

" meaning of the Bible declaration, that “Wine

i3 a mocker—be not deceived therchy.'
The truth s that Millicent Mordaunt was

specially unfitted to.cope with the tempta-

tion. " The immediate effects _described
would have been premsely the same in the
case of any young woman, maiden. or wife,
who had suddenly for the first time taken a

“similar quantity of intoxzicating liquor. But

in this granddaughter of the drunken wine
merchant—and the case is no uncommon
one, although it is sometimes hidden in the
comparatively unknown word of atavism,
which describes the passing over by disease
of one generation—a dormant .appetite had
been awalkened. The seed Which» by here-
dity had been implanted in the girl Milli-
cent at birth, and which for two and twenty
years had remained hidden, because never
brought into contact with alcoholism, had
suddenly germinated. K Every additional
glass developed its life, and induced a crav-
ing for more. ;

Young Mrs. Mordaunt was indeed a wo-
man to be pitied. The very weakness en-
gendered by her grandfather’s love of wine
had by son'le“my's‘terious operation of na-
ture passed over to her, affecting both - her
will and her physical powers, and. enervat-
ing both Now, at the most critical epoch
in her history', her constitutional weakness

of will left her without strength to resist
temptation, and that very temptatl_on had

found in her physical system the most fer-
tile soil in which to develop. It was like

- a fire that is laid, and needs only a match.

Without any thought of \evil, the husband,
who was. destined to suffer so heavily by

- the consequences, had himself struck the

match. By his persuasive insistence he

.to see her do so

ing whxch it -might -prove
crush but, which, without that first" glass
would.. never h'wo sprung into Dbeidg. .

Of course,. the results. were not 1mmediate-'

]y apparent AJl that happened at ﬁrs*
was' that durmg the honeymoon Mrs. Mor-
daunt drank one oi* two glasses each day

a.t dinner, and her husband ‘was. qulte glad_
During the day also, it
she felt. headachy, or out: of sorts she- would.-

sufler Him- to pour out g small glassful and
on one occasion, when they returned dfter
their unusual exercise of chmbing, he gavae
_her some brandy. She found that the first
effect of this was even more potent than that
of Wxne, and wag not averse -to her hus-

,bands suggestion, ‘that it would be. Well to
have a small flask always at hand. )

So the Millicent Mordaunt ‘who, /after a
month’s dehghtful honeymoon, ' settled in
her new home near Regent’s Park, was. a
different being from the teetotal maiden ot
‘The Lodge.’- -She  had, like Mother Hve,
eaten of a deadly apple or rather drunk of
a deadly poison.

And it was the seed sowing of a terrible
harvest of personal and relative suffering.

\Cl—IAPTER IIL—DOWN GRADE.

In the year which elapsed before the birth
of Mrs. Mordaunt’s first child, the love- of
drink had fastened itself upon the mother,
as-a snake coils around its unhappy victim.
It was several months before her husband’s
€yes were opened to the fact that she drank
more than was good for her.

the city shortly before ten, returning to din-
ner-at six. He was rarely home to Iunch,
nor was he aware that in addition to the
supply sent in by his wine merchant sundry
“bottles were supphed in the grocery ac-

-count,

Milhcent’s health had hitherto been fair-
1y good, but as winter approached she was

e THE‘MEQ ENG n fjlw_~«;s;"
had induccd her to take that first glass, aml“

50 r:used a demon ot appetlte and of ]ong-.
1mpossible to )

~

nore His ‘profes- .
sion was.that of a solicitor, and he left for

-

ailing, and the doctor, who" was called in— .

a practitioner of the old type—said that
what she needed .-was. 3 tonie, - -~ He recom-
mended a glass of bitter ale as an aid to di-
gestion, and in special cuses of faintlng or
‘Weakness a small quantity of, spirits. Evi-

dently he had not mastered Sir B, Ward -

Richardson’s lectures on ‘ Alcohol,’ but his .

advice was palatable to his patient, who
found in it a sort of Justlﬁcation for the
daily increasing desire she, felt for alcoholic
liquors ; so strong a desire; indeed, that ghe
was unwilling her husband or famrly should
realize its strength.

- But her Sister Lena had sharp eyes, and
a keen scent Her interest in temperance
work had developed, and one result of the
monthly meetings she attended and of the
papers she read, was that she understood
the special defencelessness of women In
fighting the passion for mtomcants George
Mordaunt and- his sister-in-law were good
friends, and as he felt that his wife must
be somewhat lonely during the day he en-
couraged. Lena to visit her as often as pos-
sible. . Millicent’s evident llking for ale or
Wine at luncheon astonished . and pained
her, ‘and "her remonstrances roused Milli-
cent’s anger.

‘Why can’t you let me alone »
in reply to Lena’s last criticism.

“Because I don't like this new habit of
yours. You managed to do without it be-
fore you were married, and why not after ?*

‘I didn’t know how nice it was, and how:
refreshing. You don’'t understand How it
sets me up when I don't feel just the
thlng.

—

she said,




