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every part of it has heen visited from the
imo of Ditk Hartog, 1618, to thepresent
day 3 nor is there, so far s iy yet known,
u native animal, (rom man downwards, in
the interior, that can be traced to uny
wther countey.

Discarding all notion of Australia be-

ing a moro recent creation than other (P

countrics, wo wore somewhat startled at
an observation mado to us by Capt. Groy
(now Governor ol South Ausiralia))
whose intelligence nnd experience entitle
his opinions to natice—but indeed,the saine
remark has been made by other travel-
lers—that the succession of ridges of
which this great country is composed,
conveys the idea of the whole country
haviug once been an archipelagy of isl-
ands.  Ouc thing i3 certain, that the
foree which has been, and still is acca-
sionally exerted to upheave Islands ]
mountains of some thousand feet in height
ia other parts of the world, has been
wantng here; no volcanoes, active or
cxtinet, having been discovered in Aus.
tralia.

Ths g et difference fonnd in man and
osther nraanls, as well a3 in the vegetable
products of this contin~nt — for o we
must call it—is very remarkable. The
whole race of human beings that inhabit
itare homogeueous,or ol ont and the same
variety of the species, and that'sufficiently
distinct to constitutute a difference from
those of other parts of the world. No-
body has been able to detect the slightest
connection between their language, of
which there are numerous dinlécts, and
any other variety of bhumnn speech.—
‘Their shelter, v hen the state of the wea-
ther requires it, consists in a simple tem-
porary hut of reeds or twigs, of the form
of a bee-hive cit ventically in two.  With
the quickest perception, anG great powers
of mimicry 3 with a rendiness to distin-
guish right from wroug, they are found to
have no scnse of religious obligation 3—
not the most distant idea of a Supreme Be-
1z no prayess or supplications to any
<ort of idol ; no priest, nor aay kind of
eeremonics indicating a religions fecling.
Atl the indigenuous quadrupeds diffes from
titose of other countrics ; no great mam-
malia ; but few small ones, and all of o
peculiar natare, as the kangaroo, and
that very strange quadruped with a duck’s
bill, the ornithorhvnchus patadoxus. Nei-
ther horses, oXen, sheep nor swine, exist-
¢d in any part of this great continent. A
species of cagle, paraquets without end,
black swans and white crows, black crows
with white wings. and white crows with
black ones, black magpics, with many
mber pecoliar birds, are hero found; oth-
ers morc common, may have traversed
the sca by help of their wings. Thisland
1s free from beasts of prey, and nearly so
from venomous reptiles.

Fine forests every where abound; but
two-thirds of the timber trees are of one
genius, the Eucalyptus, the speejos un-
known elsewhere, "There are trees whose
tops are grass instead of branches and
leaves, yielding n fragrant gum; most of
the finest thrubs are-of the Banksia fami-
Iv, ulso peculiar to Australia. “The flow-
ering or perennial, are many of themex-
ceedingly beautiful, and so diflereat in
pencrat from those of other regions, that
\ir. Robert Brown mus! have been some-
what puzzled to find numes for s many
new genera.  This country has some oth-
eor peculiarities.  Sorrounded’ by istands
. on which the mast violent volcani¢ crup-

tions are constantly going ou, ‘thq'onry:
movement of that elass we have heard'of
1sn solitary canthquake. Whole tracis
are covered with sand ;s few riverss of mag-
nuude, and most of them dry in*hot weath-
«r 3 und o*casionally no rainfalls foriwo
or threo years together. OF somo four
millions of squaromiles in the interide we
know nothing. Various expeditions have

failed to penetrato regions which presont
no obstacle but their extent, and their de-
ficiency in mennsof subsistenco. A gen.
tleman, however, of tho nmame of Eyro,
has storted jast year, from the heud of
Speacor’s Gulf, with the design of plont-
ing the British siandard on tho central
oint of Australia, and proceeding thence
tothe Gult’of Carpentarin or Port Essing-
ton. Let us hope that ho may be moro
fortunate than his predecessor. )
Such is the briel’ and impoiiant sketch
of a vast region, on a large portion of
which wo are effocting a rapid change. -

Nrw Mooz or Extinguisiixg Fires,
—A gentleman in Phellenham, England,
has invented twe plans for speedily ex-
tinguishing fires.
combustion cannot be supported without a
supply of oxygen end his first plan is, in
casg of fire, to shut out the supply, by
crecting against the doors and windows
iron plates with o wet incombustible
compressible substance projecting from
the edges. The oxygenin the interior of
the house, being only one-fifth of the
whole air, would be immediately absorb-
ed, and no more being sdinitted, the com-
bustion would inevitably ceasc.

The second plon. is 1o suffocate the
flames with carbonic acid gas. ‘The in-
ventor recominends the construction of a
Jarge machine, capable of containing one
ton of carbonate of lime, n proper propor-
tion of water, and shout half a ton of sul-
phuric acid, the contact of these materials
beiog regulated by valves and tubes, an
immense quantity of carbonic acid gas
could be gruerated add conveyed by its
own pressuro to the interior of the heuse 3
combustion could not then for 1 moment
exist,

Mintarse Saivts.—It was o maxim
of Bishop Elphinstone, an illustriovs
Scottish saint that when aay ono satin
company, and any merry thought came
into his head, he ought to-give ulterarce
to it immediately, in order that oll present
might be lienefitted. The Church of Rome
did quite yight in canonizing this man.—
From many passages in the histories of
the old saints, as well as from their re-
corded sayings, several of them appear to
have looked on the telling of diverting
stories ag being absolutely a duty impera-
tive on the sincere Christian. The well
kuown and'edifying story of the confe-
rence between-the pious beggar and the
{earned doctor which is found in so many
Catholic books of devotion, shows that n
ready wit and a turn for smart answers
were deemed to be eujtable accompani
ments to a highly devout soul. completely
resigned to the will of God.  Oue of the
most eminent saints whom tho old church
produced, had thus spoken of the com-
mendable nature of jocular discourse, in
a treatise, the express object of which ia
to inculculato holiness :—As for jesting
words which are'spoken by o%o to another
with modest agd innocent wirth, they be-

long to the virtues' called Ewrapelia by

the Grecks, ivhich we may call good con-
versation, by-which 'we take an honest
and pleasant recreation upon such Trivol-
ous vceasiony as human imperfections do
offer, only we must take heed of passing
from this honest mirth to scoffing; or
mocking causeth laughter in scorn and
contempt of our neighbour; but mirth and
drollery provoke laughter by an innocent
liberty, confidence, and familiar.fréodom,
joincd fo the'witness of somo:conceity—
Some of*the good siyings of St. Thomas
Aquinas adorn the pages of. *Joo Millerd?
Tho ascetic of St.. Francis of Assisi de-
lighted in jocular conversatioa 3 avd from
tho very little that has beea recorded of
his celebrated sermon 1o the “fishes, there

‘Mr. Smith,

It is well known that|

abounded in passages of genuine humour.
Even the mortified Pascal, though he be.
longed to tha sour set of Jasenists—the
‘Old Light Seceders' of the Chntholic
Church—wrofo the wittiest book of which
France can boast.—Bruce’s Lives of emi-
nent men of Aberdeen.

LETTERS AND CASH RECEIVED.

Reov. W.Patk McDonagh, Tbronto, £2 103
Rev. Mr. Mills, Dundas, 73 Gd
do. 7s Gd

T ——

SCERO0nH BOURS),

IN THIE PRESS
AND SPEEDILY WILL BE PUBLISHFD,
Y J. RUTHVEN,
HAMILTON,

AS\'STm! of PRACTICAL ARITH
METIC: to which is ndded s set of
BOOK KEEPING by single entry, and
n practical’ dissertation an Menta} Arith-
metic, Féderal Maney. Receipts, Bills of

Mr. James Cassidy, Grimsby, 15s. | Exchange, inland and foreign ; Esplana-
Patrick Kennedy, London, 7s 6d1ion of Commescial Terms, &c., adopted
John Byrnes, Indiana, KE Gd‘m the circumstances of this country and
W, Kerrett, do. 7s Gd}the present stato of Commerco.

Danicl McKRenna, do. s 6d

By G. & J. GOUINLOCA,
Late’y Britisk Teachers of loug cxperience and

From the Hamilton Gaizette,
Wo havo been kindly favored by o fricnd with |
tho following important document, which it was|
thought would immediately passtho assembly :—

‘¢The Governor General considering the ad-
vantage which the formation of a line of [toad
from Hamilton fo Port Vover would afiord to
the public, recommends to tho House of Assom-
bly to tzke into their consideration the propriety
of making au appsopristion of £30,000 for that
purposo.”

«Kingaton, 9th Sept. 1841.

We hevo lo announce with deep regres, tho
deatls of the only surviving child of ouz Iato cx-
cellont townsman, David Macnab, Esq., registar
of tho county of Wentwozth, Tho child (= boy)
died, we understand, a1 Kingston, and oa ‘Thurs.
day was baried in the privato barial gmund at
Doodurn.  Most sincerely do we sympathise
with the afflicted widow and tho family of Dan-
durn, un this melancholy bereavement.—Zd.

On 2onday, the 6th inst. an Emizrant just or-
rived hero, nemed Ogilby, a native of England,

extensire practice,

This is the first of a series which they
intend o publish for the use of Schouls 1

BRITISH AMERICA.

They have other three neatly ready for
printing, viz:—

Ist A Resding Book for beginoers,
eontaimng progressive lessons from the
Alphabet to words of four syllables, ar-
tanged in the mwst natural and simple
manner.

2nd. An Explanatary Intreduction to
English Reading, io succeed the untiatory
one, and prepare pupils for the highest de-
partments of reading or sveaking.

Srd. A Prononncing and Explanatory
Vocabulary upon ai improved plan. This
will he an 1ndispensable book in all schools
for three important elemeuts of a good
education.

“Their fifth will ke a Geography, and
will be prodesded with’as quicdly as pos-
sible.

went into the Bey at Gunn's Wharf, to bathe.
Ho instantly sunk and wasidrowned. EHis budy
was not discovered until the next day. We ro-s
gretto aad. that the deceased has left a wife and ;
fivo children, whom wo undesstand are now on
theie way to this country, in the fond bet wain!
hopoof joining bim.—1Ib. ;

A teamster, named Mc(lonuoll, had a very!
nrrow escape of being killed & few dsys ego, .
by hia waggon upsciling o3 tho ‘mouatam, .

which was 11sded with stono. The load fell up-i
on bim, dreadfully fractating his thigh—Ib. |

SAMUEL McCURDY,
RATHLOR,
RING STREET,
HAMILTOYN,G. D.
HABDES and BARK
AWANTED.

{IE SubpscmipeRs desire to give No-
tice 10 the Public, that tuey have,
erccted alarge Tannery in this pluce, and;
Tequire a-constsat supply of Hides, and
that they will' zive a_hibers) price in cashy)
for RHides and Bark delivered at their Tan-)
nery on Catherine Street.
G. L. BEARDMORE, & Co.
Hamilton, 1941, .

THE HANILTON REXYREAT.

THE Subscriber has opened his Re-
treat in Hughson strect a few doors
north of Bing street, and wishes to- ac-.
quaint his friends that they may-rely on
every Luxury -tho markets afford ; his
Wincs and Liquors will bo sclected with
care, and no.cxpense spared in muking
his guests comfortable. .
Opysters. ‘Clams, &c., will bo foundin
their  scason, He "théreforo hopes. by,
strict ntfention nnd n -desiro 1o please, to
menit & shazo of Publicparonsge.
' ~ -ROBERT'FOSTER.
Hamilton, Sept., 1841,

is-the best reason for belicving that' at

Hamilton, 3rd Sept., 1341.
De BRAWISEI,

Next dvor to R. Ecclestone’s Confeciion-
ary Establishment, King Street,
DFALER IN - .

Groceries and PProvis:ons,

N. B.—The highest price in cash paud
for Wheat, Flour, Onts, Barley, Peas,
Timothy Sced, Pork, Butter, &c.

Hamilton, Sept. 15, 1854L.

BRISTOL EOUSE,
King Street, Hamilton, near the Market,
By D. F. TEYKSBURY,
September 15, 1841.

QUEER'S EEAD HMOTEL.
JAMES STREET, (NEAR BURLEY’S NOTEL.)

HE Subscriber respecifully. acquamis
his friends and she.public generally,

that he has fitted vp tho atove named
houst in such a-style as’to ¥ender his
‘guests as comfortablo.as atany other Ho-
tel'in Hamilton. Bis.former experience
in tho.wino and spirit trade enableshimto
sclect the best articles for his Bar that the
Market affords ; and itis admitied by alt
who have patronized -his cstablishment,.
that his stabling and: sheds.are -superior
to any shing of the kind attached 1o 2
public Inn, in the District of Gore.

N. B.—Tho bestof Hay and Qdts,with
civi! and gttenyive Ostlers.,
4 L W. J. GILBERTL
Hamilton,. Sept.. 15, 1841

INFORMATION WANTED
OF Prerse dMckiricors, lteof Thc

1ce, Connty Kerry, Treland, When
Tast heard of be Wwas employed ag pringis
pal clerk-withJno Okely, ‘Esq. rictchant,,
Smith’s whdrfy Baltimore, ~Any informa<

ticn respeeting hif seiit-lo this Offiedwilt .

be, theokfully Tecsived: ©
Harriltan, Sept. 15, 1841,



