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LETTER IIL
ON THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH.

have appeared in every state of hfe and every
branch of science. T'o produceonly oue,but he the
first of all, Bossuet, was he in your opiniona slave
be whoze vast genius embraced so many sciences
and treated them: like a master, he whose inimita-
ble and suprome excellence subdued allthe ene-
mies against whom lie fought, made so many con-

reason that they fear an impartial  anu

]inﬂcxib)c judge, whose  eye is always
lopen  and “capnot be escaped, and whose
isentence is unchangeable : there is no imposing up-
[on a supreme tribunal, the office of which 15 tu

maintain the law in its integrity, to call to it (hose
who are goue astray, to explain it to thote who
misunderstand it, to rectity all their errors, by g:-

** Yes Sir, you will sayto me, I sec with you qu.csts to tn.xtl.n, and erected so many immortal tro- ving to the text its just and truo signification ; a tre-
and our reformers the cvils that have come from g bhies to religion? But, you will ay, as far as r.clu- bunalarmed morcover witha sacred authonty v
Jieir principles . in spite of myself I must acknow- fes to dogmas, at least, Bus uet was a slave, siuce cfmdcmn & proscribe the refractory and contua
Jedge that men have abused to their ruin the rights he teaches soboldly that when the Church has ,cious. The only means of escaping from its cot

ihat bad at first been given te them, Fam struch also
with what you have said o me on the infalliblity of

spoken, we have only to believe and be silent. M

One moment,Sir, Ipray. Imay perhaps have

demnation and anathemas, was to dispute jts utle v,
difine authority, and to annilulate, bad it been pos

the Church, your proofs embarrass me . I know not something to say to you, whichwill producea sal- sible, jts jurisdiction. The authors of the reforma-
what reply ’to make . novertheless, Sir, excuse my ,, V8rY confusion at your notion, and banish it for ever | tion saw: full well, that they bad no other plan te
Yoldness . I am an Englishman ,lote and adore, fromyour inind. Tell me, if you please, should ;adopt. they adopted it, and employed all their ¢

lherty., Your principles of authority destroy it.
Fhey are adapted for puthing but to make slaves,
and o slave £ can never become.”

1 was expectingtosee you fly o this strong en-

“renchment and your last refuge, Sir, Iam aware
of the sentimentsof your countrymen and their
Yideas of liberty , idcas which they carry cveninto
~he sanctuary. I remember that dering my  resi-
dence in London, even oncof your Bishops(Dr.
floarrely,if my memory serves me faithfully )pub-
listed a work in which he pushed to excess this
sbjection against the catholic  principles. I read
‘e work at the time, and was scandalized, not to
say indiguant. How, said I to myself, how can a
man endowed with reason and great talents persuade
himsclf that he is made a slave of, because itis pro-
posed to him to sybmit his private and individual
opinionto the uniform opinion ofall the bishops of|
the carth? Liberty then, according to him, would
be for cach individual to prefer bis ownselt to the
dighest authority of the world. Butisitnot the
height of pride and the last degres of extravagance
“Not to submit to suchan authority, would be the
height of pride and the blindest arrogance. ... . . ..
‘What more manifest proof can there be of our in-
gratitude to God, thanto place our glory and ex- I
ert our efforts in opposing an authority, which he
created to bean aid and assistanue to us??**

But Sir, because upon the single fact of revealed
dogmas you are required to follow 1. decisions of]
autiquity, of ail the councils usiversatiy adopted,
willJyou on that account consider yourself asdesra-
ded from your libertyand treated lkea slave?
Were they slaves in Itzly, in Germany, in France,
Sp.ain and England, where so many cclebrated
universities flounshed, where so many great men

*St Avgustine tohis fnerd Ho,

. noratus on th silit
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Jesus Christ re-appear upon carth, or ratker if you
bad had the bappiness of seeing him and hearing his
instructions, would youhave refused him obedience
Would you have considered yourself aslave
because he commanded you to believe inhis word?
You say nothing. Well then !the authority to
which you are at the present day to subject yourself
is still the authority of Christ. Itis not the voice of
man, that you obcy by hearing the Church, but
that of Jesus Christ. He has spoken by bis apos-
Ues as all christianity agrees. Hehas spoken by his
successors, and even as far as the fiith age, protes-
tants are all agreed upon this. He continues to
speak and will speak tothe end of the word, by
their means ; this is demonstrated ; he himself Las
said it, promised it, and oflen repeated his assur-
ance of it: for this you have heanl all the proofs.*
Throw then aside your low ideas of servitude, and
feel yourself much more ennobied under the yoke
that your divine Redcemer has with his own hand
placed upon yor, antl upon the whole human race
without exception,
LETTER1YV.
OX TIIE AUTHORITY OF TRADITION.

Atthe same time that refirmers were pretending an
absolute deference & an exclusive submissicn to the
Holy Scripture, they united all theic hatred and all
their attacks against the infallibilily ofthe Church,
This dxsposiﬁon ought not to surprise you; Sir ;the
reason of it you will easily discover. It 3s notwithout
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* I will say more : I dechre to yon that, if I were born
a catholic I wwould remaina good Gatholic, krowing twell
that your Church putsa very salutary restraint upon the
wanderings of hunmn reasor, whichfinds ncither bottom
nor shore, when it attempisto sound the abyss of things :
and I am 50 convinced of the utlity of this restraiat that X
have m?oscd‘upon royself 2 rimilasone, by preseribing to
myself for the remainder of my life, some rules of faith,
from which I do not allow myself todepart.” (J.J. Ropss-
¢aa, in bis answerto M Sezmier de Saint-Brisson, dated,
Moitiers, July 22,1764) A very remarksble 2cknowledes
ment, forcod icace aad reflecticnfrom, 2 man of all
otkers the 0ost proad of hisrcasen and liberty of thinking.
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\forts to brisg it to bear: they flattered themsclves
they should succeed by substituting for the judg
ment of the bishopsthe authority of the word of God,
so religiously revered by all the faithful, so impos-
ing to Christian cars : and as they reserved to them-
selvestho right of interproting 4t, there rcmained
nothing more tobe feared in thelr appeal from the
the Church to the scripture, thatisto say, to an
insensible and passive letter, which signifies what~
ever we please, and bears cvery, the most oppo-
site interprepretation without objection or reply,
ibccause it is dumb : which suffers violence and is
put to the torture, and utters no complaint, because
'it is dead.* They cstablish, then for their first max-
im, that the judge of faith was not the Church, but
the holy scripture. Iam goingto examine this
principle with you : and if the arguments I bave to
oppose to il are not much weakened by my pen,
you will I think, Lave to conclude 'that it was
absolutely v-tenable in itself and 1 its consequen-
ces.

For the second maxim, they taught that every
ithing essential in religion was in the seripture and
certainly, ifthe scripture was the solerule ot faith.
the wlhole system of faith must be found thetre en-
tire. The inference is logical, but not less false in
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*Speech it to writingwhatamanis to bis portit
The productions of writing present themselves to our eyes
as if living ; but if we interrogate them, they holda dignae
ficd silence. It §s tbe same with the scripture, which
knows neither what it should concesl Somone man, nes
what it should say toanather.  ¥{it is sttacked o insulted
without cause, it cannot defend itself ; for its father is neves
there to defend it ; so that he who imagines thathe canes
tablish by scnptare alone, a clear and durable doctrine, 15 3
great simpleton.” (Plat. in Phadr. Op ¢ X. edit* Bipout
p-382) or{ to the trath? (exclaims vpon this the cloquent
Conate de Maistro)if the Word eternally Living does not
vivify the scriptare, never will the seriptnre become the
TWord, thatis to s:g-, Life, Lctothers the, aslong a5 they
p]mc,lﬁgnu onthe z.!dnmb word, we ‘h’"m kngl&xn seeu-
Tity at this false god, always waiting with 2 teader impa-
b’cgccbfor ucx]o moment in Which itssddudcd vottahﬁes shall
cast themselves into our arms, opeg foreceive them now
for nearly three hundred ym.’yp



