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THE AVE MARIA.

Ave Mata gratis plens.—Louke s, 2%
The sun was sinking tn the west,
lake angel spinit to its rest,
An ocean flood of golden light
Lay on cach hill and woud'and height §
1t seened alind of faiey sprite. Are Maria.

P'tien every convent bell did ring,

Bach it and dale did echoing sing,

The gentle peasants 4.l pro‘ong

T'he sound ofthat ton ! turitting song
Laud chanting as they moved along, e~ Muria.

LVh! sweet 1tas, and good to see
The glowmg sun sk an the sca.
While natare heaves with loving swcll
Of clioral sung and cunvent bell,

All coming that une prayer to tell, Are Maria,
]

Prom the Cathohic Telegraph.

INFALLIBILITY OVF
CHURCH.

I pow undertake 10 answer your ingair

e yespeeting the infallivility of the Ro-

edge 1s not mercly rational conjecture,
high probability,but it is undoubted,certain
assurance of fact, and that it is unalteras
ble.  So that what hie once asserts for
truth will be truth forever.  Those prine
| ciples are manuestly true.  We now come
to matter of fact and deduction.  God did
jreveal s hnowledge.  They to whom he
frevealed it had evidenze of the fact.—
CPhey were bound to believe. Why 1—
 Because tiey had un mfalhble certamty
that the Lourd spoke, and an infallible
certmaty of what he smd. Thus the prin.
ciple of obhgation 14 found in the infalli-
ble certamnty of God’s declaration.

Frous this we see the wmdissoluble con-
nexion of faith wuh an infallible cectinty
of truth.  Tahe away the certainty, and
upon what will faith rest 7 Give the infal-

Conjectare is nat faith.  Probabilty isnot
faith,  Faith is certain knowledge resting
on the testimony of Gade 1t must be

Which his faith should rest.  And if God
did not furnish wan with an infallible
guide, it would be unreasnable to moke
faith necessary for Salvation, It would
be as if God should say to man, ¢ You
must believe firmly all that ! teach, but als
though I could establish several modes by
which you could hnow my doztrine with
infallibla certainty, still 1 will not furnish
sou with aniufallible guide. 1 shall leave
you to conjecture, to peobability o specus
latton and to doubt ! T'lis 'eaves man to
the guidance of his private judgment,

Our doctrine then is, that Ged Jid es-
;lnb‘.xsh an infallible guide, anld that in the
view lawy the bishops which succeed to the
l/\posllic commussion with the Bishop of
'l Rome, form this nccessary tribunal.—
'Tlmy have no authority to change what

T HE by, aad we see the baps of faith.— God revealed @ they have no power to udd

to what God has revealed. But they wil)
‘ in ull cases of doubt lead us with infallible
Pecertainty to a knowledge of what God has

man Catholic Church. ] shall endeaver founded upon an infallible certamy that taught. For tecording to prophecy, the
19 give you aclear notion of its natures God made a revelution, and of an infalli- | words of Ged were put into :llu:ir mouth,
hefore J proreed to show you one 1cason ble certainty ot what that revelation was. t and are not to depart out 'of their moml.n,
for cmbracing it.  Qur fiest principle is, Suppose we ascestain that he spoke, and j nor out of the mouta of their sced,nor their
shat mau 15 not bound 1o bieheve any doce Moreoves thaths revealed the contents of | seed’s seed forever.  Under the old law,

rine as of Nithy waless that doctrine lias
beearevealed by God.
lo>s tot acknowledge any power or right
i the church, norin any portisn thereof,
nor 1 any Angel, nor 1 any being, 1o re.
qure his beliof of a dactrine which s a.
bove his reeson's discovery.  When then
he says that the Church s aafallible 1
awmng her docirinal decisions, he does

10t mean to sy, that she can make that ¢fS of his doctiine in his truth all days to:

1Y
which God did not reveal, become zn ar-

gele of faith,  He dves not mean that she

a certain book, but gieat doubis ariso as
book, and learned men give to the same
passage contradictory meanings,so that of
these words, ¢+ And behold I am with you
all days even ta the consummation of the
world,? one division asserts the meaning
t3 be, that Christ would preserve the vise
ible brdy of bis Church, who were teach-

the end of the world.  And another diviss
ion ass ris that such is not the meaning,but

;blc

{ . . .
i there was a smilar tribunal, of divine au-

“Phus a Catholic 10 the meaning of cerain passages of that) thonuty, and deomed fallible.—See Deu-

teronomy 17th and Sth.

+ We now proceed to show the grounds
fof our assertion, that the bishops of the
' Church j» ned with the clief Bishop of
[ that tribunal, which will with infallis
certainty, give us those doetrines which
‘are of faith. It will be unnccessary to
, prove, that there can be no faith, without
having an infallible certainty of what
«God has revealed.  And we cannot have

H N . $sl n i .. . .
san add to the Revelation of God, and will that d.xrlng ages 1 succession, I°n= bes this ccrtmmy unless we can find a witness

oe infullbly correct in this addition. Bu
man 1s bound to bel.eve what God teaches.
Yeta man js .o reasonable heing, and
must have a sufficient motive for lis ase-
sent, or beliefy he is not tcquired to bes
neve without evidence.  Thus for his
tanl, cvidence i3 necessary —otlierwise
nis belief would have ny  fonndation upon
which itcould rest. \We next ash what
evadence s reqaired ! Certainly if our
seasst could dsscover the truth of the doc-
.rinc subaitted 10 our minds, it would be
guite superfluous for God 10 teach what
we could discover wititsut his teacling.—
id we discover the truth of this docttine
without the wacking of God, and so 1y by
the exertions of our ow.a intellect, our be-
aefwonld Le founded ujon the evidence
of reason, and further cevidence would Le
superfivous.  Butif we did not aake the
discove:y Ly our own exertioa, if 10 ex~
ertion of outs could reach so far, und tha,
we recewved sufficient testimony of the
treth from some percon who hiad seen and
krewa and testified 5 and that morcover
this witness was as incapable of deceit us
ho was beyond its influence, thistestimony
watld be 10 us suflicient evidetice of the
troth of this doctrine.  We would then
require evidence that such a witness gave
such textimony, and that evidetce avould
be the sure foundation »f our fiith, Our
belicfwould then be rational, It will not
be questioned that God is such & witness
Jo will be admitted that his knowledge is
morc extensive thaaours ; that his knowl-

i portant nature are

fore the end of the world, this visible body
would be false guides, and teach the doc-
trines of antichrist.  Suppose an hundred
such passages can be produced upon which
‘there are flat contradictions.  Suippose
(that the very copices are called into ques-

ttion 3 that several passages of a most im.

by learned men said to
thave been introduced in dark and super-
i stiious times, by cunniag pricsts to unpose
upon: the credulity of the people, and to
|bring pewsons to believe that God had
{taught what he never had revealed.—
i Suppose eqully learned, and equally num-
crous and zealous wmen assert these pase
sages 10 b genuine.  Weare left wahouwt
any infallible guide to give us certain evis
dence. Upon what will our Nith rest 3—
Thus, we repeat, there is an indissoluble
connexion betwcen faith and infallisility.
You perceive then my desr fricnd, that
the infallibility of the Chureh in doctrinal
decisions, is not similar to the decis’'ons of
the highest courts of judicature 3 but ub-
sotutesthe dictate of the HolyGhost,which
wain with tie Church furever, and guide
her into all truth.  Thus the Chur.h of
Gud isthe * Piltar and ground of the
truth.”

P'his Jeads us to a corsect view of what
we hold in the Catholic Chiurch 3 namely,
hiat when God required man to believe
mysteties upon his testimony, ke furnish-

wctly what hetaught,and what man was to
iclicve,  Inather words, that God gave

‘0 man evidence as the foundation upon

whose testimony of that revelation will be
infallibly correct. Thus we are brought
1o the dilemma, “Z'here can be no fuith,
or there must be an infallible wilness of
doctrine.”  Henee we are reduced at once
10 total want of cvidence, or we must find
an iafallible witness to know what God
did say ; for conjecture,or opiaion, is not
evidence.  We must place upon the same
tevel, the Pagan, the Deist, the Socinian,
the Episcopalian, the Presbyterian, the
Methodist, the Baptist, the Campbellite,
the Roman Catholie, the Snedenborgian,
the Universalist, the Shaker, the Mormon,
and thousands of odiers, too tedious to
mention.  All profess to hold the truth, and
all contradict cachhother. [Vas God reveal
ed the truth, and commanded us tobelieve
his word, and yet placed it out of our pow.
er to know with certaimty what he said?
This cleaily must be the case, if we have
no infallible witness to tell us what he
said, But a thousand various sects are

2] man an infallible mode of huowing ex+7]

ready 10 exclain, *1We hdve an infallible
1 Guide.” God is good and wise, and mer-
ciful—he has given us this wittess.
Stand aside—move from amongst us, you
Pagans, Deists, Jews, Mahometans, and
Roman Catholics—You will not receive
this witness—It is the Bible.”

Obedient to the mandate, we move
aside with our companions. We ask not
how they know that book to contain the
doctrine of God to man, because the ex-
pericnce of centuries gives us the plain cec-
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distance wo listen.  One of the great Pro-
testunt ussembly calls on all lis fellaws, to
adore the Lord Jesus, us the cternal Son
of God. Another arises and protests
aguinst such idolatry, us Christ isnot God,
but only a glorious created being.  'The
book is produced ; passages are read j each
explaing 1* em in contrudiction to the other
Some interpose and endeavour to allay the
strife of the disputants,  Some ure for re-
fering the matter to a Council of Episco:
palian Bishops.  Others cry out thut Sy~
nods, and Presbytries nre the constituted
authorities of the Christian church.-Others
exclaim, let cach congregation of prople
judge for themsclves 3 Seripture does not
warrant any clerical authoity ; it is con-
tiary to the freedom of the Gospel to be
under such a yoke. O.hers with equat
propriety cexclaim,why submit our judge-
ment to a congregation 7 let every one
judge for himsclf; this is the liberty of
the Gospel, for evury man to believe as he
pleases.  Some prapositions are made for
peace and union umong all evangelica)
Christians who hold the fundamentals of
teligion.  But about what are fundamen-
tals they/cannot agree.  But they geners
ally agree in anathematising all who do
not believe the fundamental doctrines of
the gospel.  ‘The Universalists raise their
voice to the highest pitch, and proclaim
that according to the Gospel, the whole
humat family are to be saved., All the
difierent divisions uppeal to the book, and
the bible is made by each to speak in fas
«ror of his opinian.  The confusion among
the builders of Babel could not ve greater.
The Decist calmly asks,tis this the con-
sistency of the christian’s religion ? 1s this
the manifestation of evident truth? ls
this the revelation of God, to which 1 am
to sacrifice my rcason?’ ‘GreatAllah, cries
the Mohometan, *I blessiheo for the words
of thy Prophet; they are light to mine
eyes; they arc fountains in the desent .
they are waters of perfume from Arabia;
they arc lovely as the houris of Paradise ;
they sound in my cars as the first music,
with which thou wilt greet my soul, when
it will be borne from the Angel of death :»
The Pagan looks at the mongre! crowd in
great astonishment, and asks, whether the
God of the chnistians, was he who sowed
the teeth of the Dragon, and whether this
Book partukss of the same qualities as
were found in those teeth? ¢ Friend of
the old christianity,” (said the lsralite
turning to me) *“ when 1 shall_be too idic
tv labor, or poor and mean enough to be-
come a hypocrite, which of these sccts
shall 1 join?' Neither of them was our
answer. A general stir 1akes place about
the conversion of the world. And for this
purpose it is proposed to circulate the Bi-
ble in every lauguage, and in every nation.
And it is proposed that all the various di-
visions should unite in this great and glo-
rious enterprize. 1t is proclaimed that all
agree that this book contains the word of
God; even the Roman Catholic, let him
be invited 1o the holy work. Let us send
it 10 the Mahometun, o the Jews, to the
Pagan, and to the poor benighted Deist.
Let us have no strife—~lct each take and

read and interpret for himself, and believe

tainty of what will occur. At an humble

as he pleascs. We will allbe chrjsxians.



