
558 Canctdian Mcthodist Magazine.

canon of Scripture, and supplies the
answer : ' The Church lias so Q
cided,' which he concludes to be
rank popery, or at least to lead to it.

Instead, therefore, of accepting as
the ground of moral obligation the
divine authority of those Scriptures
which have been handed down froni
the earliest times as the miracu-
lously authenticated Word of God,
which carry their own attestation to
ail who obey their teachings, which
the free crliticism of the nlost learned
Biblical scholars of successive gene-
rations abundantly confirm, and
which the virulent antagonism of hos-
tile critics bas never been able to
confute or invalidate-instead of ac-
cepting this bulivark of truth as the
final ground of appeal, Mr. Roy as-
serts that " ail questions must rest
ultimately on the trustworthiness of
our mental and mnoral nature."
We should believ,ý that God is love,
thierefore, not because Jesus says so,
but because " Nve instinctively feel
that He must be ivhat %ve should be
-%vere we perfect, that is, love." And
in attestation of this feeling the noble
sentiment of Euripides is q.ioted:
"111 do not think that any o'ne of the
gods is bad."

But " the trustworthiness of the
mental and moral nature" of the
Greek poets did flot prevent tbem
from constructing a mythology which
represented the gods as viler than the
vilest men; and Greek philosophy
calmly ignored, or in its last develop-
ment of skeptical Pyrrhonism, inso-
Iently defied them. In the Hindoo
mythology, Seeva, the destroyer, the
embodiment of crueltv and hate, is;
worshipped with obscene and bloody
rites as the most powerful manifesta-
tion of the great Brahma. Al
pagariisms are cruel and vile. The
dark places of the earth, wvhere the
knowledge of the true God, as re-
vealed in His Woid, is not, are full
of the habitations of cruelty. It is
only wvhere the lighit of the Gýospel of
Jesus Christ has dispelled this dark-
ness that the minds of God's diso-
becu>-nt and prodigal children cari

rise to a truc conception of His char.
acter as the Father of inflîjite c1m.
passion, %Yho so loved the worldas
to give I-lis only begotten Son for iu
redemption.

If the Scriptures, or,in othe{rword%
God's revealed wvill, be not an ulti.
mate ground of moral obligation,
w'hat is the ground of obligation ci,
for instance, the religious obserVance
of the Sabbath ? Will the (&trust.
worthiness of our mental andrnorai
nature " guide us in tis respect?
We knov of no adequate and authori,
tative obligation to this duty sace
the rev'ealed will of God.

With a good deal of w'hat we can.
not help thinking is misplaced syrn.
pathy, Mr. Roy asks, " Is it amy
wvonder that the professors [of our
schools of theology] go to their
hon'ea feeling that the inen otho
break stones upon the stieets are
happier than those wvhose position
demands of them. the stultificationof
their own in telligence and the sitiing
of the rising spirit of inqmiry in their
pu pils? il l e are not aware that
ohis alleged stultification, and th
consequent feeling so confidenlyin-
ferred, exists. On the contrary, ire
are certain that our professors of
theology would repudiate ivith indig.
nation" both the one and the othe
and only Christian forbearanceo
prevent their resentment of the u..
tuitous insult conveyed by mt4
groundless ailegation. They rejoue
in the privilege of instructing tnoi
eager minds that shail be the fut
religious teachers of our Churcha
country in the sublirnest of
sciences, the science of God and
His dealings wvith the race. Ths
may be mysteries in theo1o*,i
truc. Clouds and dark-ness aie ac
God's throne. Whiocarifindoot
Alm-ighty unto perfection? But
there no mysteries iii the realin
nature as wveil as in the sphere
spiritual truth ? Aie themie no e
mas in sciencei Are there no
ders in tue universe around
Who cari tell, for instance, hiowvd
inorganic matter becorne chaog
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