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tion, wliin, for tuie maintenance of lier minigteriq nd othier purpo.get, the Frea
Cliiri Il aipointcd l)cacoils to e ociec.ied in cvery t(,turga_.tiun, fo %% huml, ailng
witit the ollwr oficp-be.nrerrs, tie itigaîlier* 'g mitl îîîitru of the Churt-Il'q

am ishouil<l be cutrusteci. Fronti t-hint fime b~ 1ia rcifD ciîhaobe
np1loiiltecd ini cvery congregati<)n of the Frve Chiurch in Seotlandl ; ai( ihicir

fîii oni-)i, havec been dlefinetl and pireseribcd by nI Actjii~c by the G1eneral
Assçctillv of 18MO Il, ig folt ini Scodlaul f.liait*tue riec Chutreli CQUId not manin-
tan>i lerrslf in lier prcscri.t eflicicnc'y %vitilouit t'oleaeconnail(] idhat tir sut>-
stitute rain be deviscdl to 'il1CO its place or te (Io ils sacrcdl ivorlz 'iu the Cliîîrcli.
It lîa.% beiî fo.iidf truc lt this inrit.lr, as iu ail otlicrs-, tîit, 1.lie wisdlom of tlio
Bible s fIe bcst mie for the (.hurch.

W.,,, tliut, fcw exieepf ions, thie Pre.41yterinul Chîîrchces iii JEnglndl hanve fohlowced
thue exiiiuple of dlie Frce Cliîircht in titis iiat.ter, .9iai(i iii uost of' thc yicw
ClitireIies, tie Dencon's Coutrts divre flot cîily wdminister flie contribîutions of

Ulic f.idifîil, but also are Il ex offivie " Irnîsvesof the propcrty; and in tlis wvav,
the socicf.y anid comnunnion of tie Siiits is rcstorcdl te its primitive and apos-
tolir.11 iîiodl-.

W'c arc itware flint nil the clînrcee wliicli beloiîg te flic Frc Clîmîrchi familhaive tint followcd the saunie wieu nui sciiptural course, but from cauises îvlire
uni2ht hie nitmcd, Il.-Ive bevi letd t-o soie exteit, to look -%withi disfavour tîpoi thue
revivad of filic I)elciisiim. lu tiis counitry, a prejudice is ctcrtiiinecd by many
ag1iiîst the constitution of thc De(oiî'.s Courts, aidf the cntrusîtiî o I)aor
iviti thie wlniiiîistrntion of Clinrelul j>ro 1icrty muid fund's. Siei feelings and
vieyq are, liowever, for flic most inart, ive belicvc, ettrtaiîcd( by a class of in
ilîtage iile>, are -f' anl anîicit, date, aui( w uc., cuiservativeo ~f flic past iu ail tliat
lîcrtans t religions forinq, wisli to get (,iî jîîst, as tlicir fathiers did witlîout,

the 1)caco or the Dcacon's Court. WVc in:y try fo effligliten siiel men,
but Nve radier fear thuat the fiiifuil Nvil have te couîteud Rminust thcM, tn

bauiid ni) the wmlls of Zion, aid( to guardl itzi duLfeiices, notvitlitstiiig lîostility
on thie part of tliese. tlîeir professed fiiendls. Thicre are otiiers, it; is truc,
Whoe, %whîile they acuolcgwiîl the Westîiîinster standi(ards, tia. flic Dcarci
is betlî a scriptural and' a pcrminient oflicer iii the clîuurcli, c.-nnot ns yet
mnake Ill) flicir iriils ais to t-lc tnture and cxteiit of lus ftiet icîs, and as to

th1e eoîs;titîition of îvhat, pei'li:Ills iiîitortuîiiately, lias been calleil by thec Free
Chîtircli ilie "]i)eacoti's Court." Witli stivli personis, wc aj>prclliid rie dificuilty
ini aljisting the (letails cf the I)cacoin's office, aiid feel certainl tliat tlicir furthcr
consiler;ition of flhc question in thec ligli t cf scriptuirc anI experience will lead

thlîeîî to sec ifs imîportamnce te flic Cliiircih.
lu cuir preseuit article, we shahl ccîîsid--r the scýriptiira.l eharacter Rmmd -%vor«k of

tlhe I )acrmîae, and iii a sflbqequeîît nuinb(r, wc -slimîll disetiss the question of
the relaftion cf the Dcacoii's office o te i Cliîh Sessionu niail thîe constitution of
I)l)caoî.s Courts. As tlîesc questions aire cf vital infcrcst te tlie Chutrchi in this
l îll vc askz fer a patient and titinprjndied c'oisidcritiou on tlle part cf oar
readers cf thîe arglinients anid vieNs wlîich lu tie course cf.1fliese par ive

ý11nII 1) pernit.te1 te set befcic tdieui>.

thepriitie orgiunof tais office àt us not necpss.aîy thatwe souhd

"tlier ;îroýze a nnurnnaringt of thec OGîc.ins agîinst, ftle llebrews, becritse tlîeir
widlows wverc megleeteil iix> the (haily iilîiiiiiistratioiis." Upon titis, thme twvelve
Apû-.m les ùalleil thue multitiide cf thle disciples maid s:îid t "t is liot, reason that;
we shul eave the Wordl of Godl anid serve tables." Tliev couiselleil thiat
meii Ilfulli cf thue llely Glîost" shoulil be sclected and "sot over titis business."
Finaulv, seven mn were ehesgen, Nviom thie Apostles, by prayer ammd the lmyingr
ou cf landls, set apart te Il titis businîess," îand to "serve tables."C


