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of inquiry was sent to a few representative towns to ascertain
the results, The answers received ftom over twenty towns are
found to prove:

1. That the new mode of furnishing the means for school
work had increased the school attendance irom five 10 ten per
cent. In the high scheols there had been a much larger
increase, amounting, in one town reported, to twenty per cent.

2. That the children of poor parents are kept longer in school
by the use of the free books, as by the aid thus furnished they
are enabled to enter upon a high school course of study.

3 ‘I hat the new system has reduced the cost of books about
one-third of the amount paid under the old, and the cost of

applics about on--haif of that amount.

I~ summing up the advantazes of the system above described.
M. Dickinson dwells specially upon the two cconomies cfiect-
ed—in expense and in fime. ‘The economy in cost of books
and other sunplics 1s largely due to the fact that the Boards,
purchasing in large quantities, are able to deal directly with
publishers and manufacturers. Lvery teacher will be able to
appreciate the saving of time that would be effected by having
all pupils supphed at once with articles needed, especially at
the commencement of schaol terms.  Mr. Dickinson also deals
weachantly with the two chiet objectic ns that have b.en mad.
to the new system, viz, ttat it euluvawes the spint of depena
ence, and that 1t tends to socwhsm. ‘The Christian Unior
puts the answers as tollows :  *The same obj.ctions may be
urged aganst free instruction, free libranes, free parks, frec
ewerage, or free highways.  Socialism increases, not whers
people are well treated, but where they are badly treated.  The
spirit of dependence inereases where favors are conditioned
upon the pleading of poverty, and not where all are offered the
same conditions. It is ignorance and not education which
takes away self-respect and independence”  ‘To which it may
be added that free text-books are the necessary complement of
a free public school system, and the logical outcome of a
system of compulsory education.

A SIGNIFICANT commentary upon the above is furnished Ly
recgnt occurrences in London (Eng.), where attempts to collect
the school tax from delinquents has led to a la. gely dimimshed
attendance. It would seem as if a htle thought should
convince any onc that the English system ot enforcing payment
of fees irom all but those who are in a position to plead abject
poverty isafier all the system best adapted to promote a_spirit
of dependence and pauperism. In order to enforee it the
authonties are oblhiged to carry on an inquisition into the cir-
cumstances and exact incomes of householders, winch must he
huontiaung, if not degrading, in England, and would be
intolerable m Amenca. And yet the educauonal journals,
which are published generally 1n the interests of the church
schools, are almost unammous i opposing free schools.

Tue remarks of Sir Richard Carstwright at the opening of
Queen’s College present a view of the question of university
consolidation which we have always thought should carry much

weig . He referred to diseussicns be had had with the
the fate Reve Dr. L ch, with wlose views he coincided, 1o the
effect that if a well-considered scheme were submitted, by which
a uniform degree could be granted without the colleges losing
their autonomy or requiring a change of residence, a good deal
might be said in favor of it. But he was 2 federalist—an
individualist—one tavorable to the fullest freedom of thought -
and action—a friend of local self-government in all shapes and
forms. He opposed centralization, because the location c.)f
colleges in varie us places promoted healthy competition—it
promoted individuality of character and independence of
chought. “I'he present order of things was favoratle to .diffus- '
lon, not to consolidation. It is certairly no light objection to
any scheme of consolidation that one of its tendencies must be
:owards @ monotonous uniformi'y in courses of siudy and
methods of instruction. 1f by competition the speaker meant
competition in regoid to thoroughness of instrucli?x'\ aqd
<quipment, it secins to s that the more active compztition in
such matters would be evoked by placing the euileges side by
side around a common centre.  But if the reference is to the
puwver of the ins’itutior s to attract students in invrcasin'g num-
b-rs {rom a'l parts of the country, that end will certainly be
better attained by baving taem distributed in various local
centres. It cannot be doubted that the general Jaw that
he attract ve foree diminishes in geometrical ratto wih the
lis.ance frum the aftracting body holds good also in mor:‘\!
spheres and in reference to institutions of learning.  And lh'lS
«eally is a matter of the very first imponance. Educators, n
heir zeal for thoroughness, .are 100 apt.to. Jose sight.of.the fact
:hat numbers, guaniity, is at least as important as quality in
nigher education.

Wk have clipped from the Ohio Educational Afmzf/zly,. and
“1ail publish at the first opportunity, one of the best ?duc:\t.lonal
sssays we have met with in 2 long time. It is en:,uled,
“ Discipline as a Factor in the Wuik of the School-room.” lis
author is Dr. J. P. Wickersham, who read it before the Penn-
o Ivania Tcachers’ Association. The subject is treated under
the followirg heads, which are themselves suggestive of a
masterly mode of handling: (1) The Discipline of Force,
(2) The Discipline +f Tact, (3) The Dis ipline of Consequences,
() The Discipline of' Conscience. We do not often announce
our good things in advanee, but we think this paper wornhy to
e made an exception. Teachers, look out for it. We may
sive the first instalment in next issue.

Fripay, October tsth, was a high day st the Cobour.g,
Collegiate Institute. It was Commencement Day, the first, it
may be hoptd, of a long series, ¢xtending no one can say h.ow
far 1nto the future. Nme male and six female pupils, having
fimshed the course, recewved their diplomas frota the hand of
the Minister of Education. Prinopal McHenry wmay be
specially congratulated in view of the fact tkat he was the
ariginator of the scheme of High Scheol gruduation. It was
by him put into praetical shape and submitted te the Depart-
ment for adoption. The idea is an excellent one. Itsetsa



