
Scienice of LaprunrA r,, 1-.

sobere must a'flrda em i:f .... r a
for prcliiniary training, partly bc-
cause it is the only faily or speechtlîat has bccn thoroughly wvorked, and
partly because it is the only type of
language with vlich aIl of us arc
familiar. A few of the profoundly
interesting matters that oug unt to b
more or less discussed are the follov.
ing: laws of sound change within theAryan group, %Yhich can aît this stage
bc studied with some independence
of judgment;, the process of retro-
version of current words in familiar
use to their primitive forrns withintheir respective dialects, and finally
to the rndo-European originals: the
working back again fron theseancient types for the explanation of
dificuit or the defining of exceptional
historie forms, and the right theories
to explain such diver ing phenomena,iwhether resting ô n subordinate,
undiscovered and yet not irregular
influences, or on the operation of the
principle of analogy; and other ques.tions that form the staple of con-
l..porary linguistic discussion.
teyond the Indo-European sphere,the wvork, though niuch less minute,

must be equally exact and methodi.
cal. First of ail, in order to appre.
ciate the fact that most of the orld
is flot Aryan, and to, get sonle faint
idea of its possibiii ies in the va> oflinguistic expression, it would be well
that students of comparative philology
should form some practical acquaint-
ance with one or two non-Aryan
idioms. For this end, 1 would sujg-
gest three distinct types, a sufficientknowledge of which for comparative
purposes could be acquired in a few
weeks; The great anthropologist 1Tylor recommends that enough He-brew should be learned to enable one tto spel out the first chapter of
Genesis. If this is done with the
right ain in view the result would beMost beneficial, Hebrew being the rMost famili'ar example of the idiom. s
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Ofl the Semlites, who are necarcst to
the Aryans in mental and moral con-
stitution and history, t1icr langLiages,
muorcover, bcing also of an inflectional
type. Ncxt, a summary view could
be taken of one of the agglutinative
idioms, say Turkish or Finnish, so
thar so.e insig-t miglit be had
into the beginnngs of the inflec-
tive tendency in languages whosegrowth vas arrested in the combina.
tory stage.

Then, it would be of great advan-
tage if one or two of our own Indian
dialects were to, be studjed îvith asimilar intelligent practical object.
The result, I am sure, would be
beneficial for our science as well ar,
for our human feeling. WVith these
equipments, involvisg no great outlay
of time or energy, the subject ofthe classification of hurnan Ian-
guages generally could be successfully
taken up.

Finally, the subject of phoneticsshould receive the attention it
deserves, as the fundamental physical
discipline whose application castsever increasing light upon what ivasonce the most obscure of all linguistic
phenomena, the dislocations anddistortions, amounting often to com-plete revolutions, that have taken
place in every famuly of' speech.Thus a study of phonetics, both from
the physiological and the linguistie
side, su fficient for an introduction to
phonology, is indjspensable, since
phonology forms the princiia of the
whole science; and while in the
observed facts of uttered language
are found the phenomena that sug-,est and confirm the laws of phono-ogical change, and the principles of
zoriîparative grammiar, the organshat frame and perpetuate the living
vord reveal the ultimate physicai
rocesses that have conditioned the

vhole history of speech, and forever
cessitte the reign of laam withi itspacious realm.


