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partments of literature, and that fic-
tious literature exerts a powerful influ-
ence on the morals and taste of a na-
tion,”’

It this powerful inffiuence won esst
on the side of morality and truth, we
wowld re icc 3 but that this powerful
mflurs ce created by the study of the
fictious works extant, it leadingnva t
portion of seeicty into vieg, we hare
no doubt ; these works are filled with
wild legends of by-gone ages, heroig
3xploits of former tin es, supernatural
events, relating to witches, twizarda,
and hobpgoblins, and vageries of ik
imagination in genersl.

A taint Mea may be gained of the
extent of fictions Ftersture nov in
eliculntion, by reference to Mr. Mu.
die’s Library of London, which con-
1awmed in 1858, 215,054 volumes, 87,-
480 of which were devoted to fetion.

And m the Athengum Library, of
Providenee, United Stat :e, consisting
of 19300 volumes, u:arly one half
{9214 volumes) are dete ted to fiction.

e e  rd———— o

THE INSTRUCTOR. -

b e am e

Fhe love and taste for ficion is o™
the inezease—all c'aeses of the read-
ing portinn of srciety are driftirg 1nto
its use, anJd .he lowest class of fie-
tiuns titera’ urn is grecdily sought after
and read with debight, itis, ¥ many
faumihes, tae Bible of the first day of
the weck, and the text-book of the
other six.

It must require minds exalted nbove
mural infirmi ies to dizeat the romsn~
iic trash that now flonds many of the
parlors and Nbraxiesof the cay.

It is said that one nge leaves its im-
press upon another; and it may be,
that the Grecian and Reman ege, of
fabulistic literature, has left ite im-
press upon the nineteenth century of
the Christian era. And if we are to
go on, year after year, pubhshing ro-
mantic trash, by thousands of volumes
per annnm, until the end of the oreaeny
century, what a flund of forgeries and
lies will be transmitted to the nexs
century.

Libravies of Useful Books.

Should be found in every eommuni.
1y where a few iamilics are gaibered
wgether,

It is admitted that *“ Knowleozé is
sawer,’”” whether wielded rigl or
srongr. That all knowkdge shonld
ve of the right kind, and used in a
yroper manner, 2 all-impertant. To
speak of procutisg an enlightened
education, and proper knewledge of
wankind and :hings, in these 1mes,
without the 3id of pood books, T3
simply {o talk sonsense.

‘Lhen to procure gand bdooks and
cultivate a habit of re ding them, is
the bounden duty of every good citizen
of the world.

Thbe esta. lishment of librarfes, can-
nected with commun lies and schools,
are of compar: tively modern date;
and their influenee upon suctety s be-

g generelly felt. Among the vast
pumber of works 1ssued, many are of
8 high order, whila many others are
entirely unfit for use ; bnt justly fit to
be commitied to the indexr expurga-
torius. .
Notwithstanding the great numwer
of excelbent works extant, andannual.
Iy being isswed fromr ke press, there
is a great denrth of bocks among the
mess of society. We cfen wonder
how it iz, that the mass of Provinciab
saciety is so intelligent, wieas we con~
sider the great want of books that ge-
nerally exists.  However, woaccouat
for much ot it, on the borrewing prin-
ciple. and on the conversational pew-
ers and snwillingness to communi-
eote, orally or by reading, that gedes
rally prevaile. '



