AND ROUND THJE WORLD.

noon, we obferved in latitude 55° 39’ 30" S.,, York Mintfter

then bearing N. 15°E., diftant five leagues ; and Round-hill,

juft peeping above the horizon, which we judged to belong

to the ifles of Saint Ildefonfo, E. 25° S., ten or eleven leagues

diftant.* At ten o’clock, a breeze fpringing up at E. by S, I
took this opportunity to ftand in for the land, being defirous
of going into one of the many ports which feemed open to
receive us, in order to take a view of the country, and to
recruit our fock of wood and water.

In ftanding in for an opening, which appeared .on the
eaft fide of York Minfter, we had forty, thirty-feven, fifty,
and fixty fathoms water, a bottom of {fmall ftones and fhells.
When we had the laft foundings we were nearly in the
middle betwecn the two points that form the entrance to
the inlet, which we obferved to branch into two arms, both
of them lying in nearly North, and disjoined by an high
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rocky point. e ftood for the eaftern branch as being clear

of iflots; and after pafling a black'rocky one, lying without
the point juft mentioned, we founded and found no bottom
with a line of an hundred and feventy fathoms. This was
altogether unexpe&ed, and a circumftance that would not

have been regarded if the brecze had continued; but, ar

this time, it fell calm, fo that it was niot poflible to extricate
ourfclves from this difagreeable fituation. Two boats were
hoifted out, and fent a-head to tow; but they would have
availed littde, had not a brecze {prung up about cight
o'clock, at S. W., which put it in my power cither to fland
out to fca, or up the inlet. Prudence {feemed to point out
the former ; but the defire of finding a good port, and of
learning fomething of the country, getting the better of
every other confideration, I refolved to fland in; and, as
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