i

Wil

INTRODUCTION.

“.A book about Indians!”"—who caresanything about them ?

This will probably be the exclamation of many who glance
on my little page. To those who know nothing concerning
them, a whole book about Indians will seem a very prosy affair,
to whom I can answer nothing, for they will not proceed as far
as my Preface to see what reasons I can render for the seem-
ing folly.

But to those who are willing to listen, I can say that the In-
dians are a very interesting people, whether I have made an
interesting book about them or not.

The Antiquarian, the Historian, and the Scholar, have beén
a long time studying Indian character, and have given plenty
of informarion concerning the Indian, but it is all in ponder-
ous volumes for State and College libraries, and quite inacces-
sible to the multitude—those who only take up such book as
may be held in the hand, sitting by the fire,—still remain very
ignorant of the Children of Nature who inhabited the forests
before the Saxon. set his foot upon our shores. -

There is also a great deal of prejudice, the consequence of
this ignorance, and the consequence of the representations of

- your forefathers who were brought into contact with the Indi-

ans, under circumstances that made it ignpossiblé‘to judge im-

partially and correctly. —
The Histories which are in the schools, and from which the

first impressions are obtained, are still very deficient, in what
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