
V.
A singular fact, which may give a

high idea of the gentlenes of the
Dèn-Dindjié, is that although destitute
of any kind of governftent, judges and
laws, no kind of crime punishable by
human tribunals is to be found among
them ; only the weaknesses inherent to
our nature. Retaliation, the rigbt of
reprisais, that sort of lyncb law which
is recognized as jus; and equitable by1
the other redskin families, does noti
exist among the DènèDindjié. There
are exceptions, but these only prove
the rule.

The chiefs named by certain tribes,
or rather given to them by the Hudson
Bay Company, have absolutely no
other power than to regulate the or-
dinances regarding hunting and the
jouraeys to thé trading posts; to
harangue fironsnorning to aight and to
give gifts to their followers, whom they
pompouly style their tail, their feet

(*'Jrkkawmd t'esk'ls, 'Iuénf/J. lr
Hebew the same word also signi6es
feet and mea of the feet.

Aaglo-Saxoumnia. Moon is also called
oùfwa in Gotlic, and is masculine irn
gender. Sa, moon, presents an ana-
ogy also with the Chaldean Word

The Dènè-Dindji4 count the days
from one sunset to the other, because,
they say-and with reason-that night
preceded day. This was the accepted
belief among all the ancient nations-
the Hebrews, the Egyptians, tise
Romans, the Gauls, as well as among
all the Celtic nations, according to an
English author. They make the year
begin in March, with the vernal equi-
nox, agreeing in this with the Hebrews,
the Greeks and the Tiascalians.

Finally,'they have in their vocabu-
lary the names of a small number of
Constellations, which they make use of
to determine their easterly course in
theit frequent and painful journeys.
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Until the ladians knew and practised
trMe religion (of which they geaily
acquit thesaelves as good and fervent
Christians) there were among the=
three borts óf beingi miserable beyond
expression--the wife, the old man nd
the cild, especiay the orpha child.
If you wished to raise a laugh, speak
of çonjugal love to the D nè-Dindjiê.
This sentiment we bad to create and
we see it gradually springing up. - Tisey
bave never been able to imagine that
it was necessary to man's happineos,
still less that it tended to bis soul's sal-
vation. To be feared and slavishly
obeyed by and to rmle as a despot over
her who was called bis slave, to dispose
of his progeny as seemed good to him,
by according or destroying an existence
of which he believed himself master,
-such was the idea of marriage and its
duties. This savage did not then love,
still loves but little. He can now, per-
force; not bate his companion, not cast
her out of the tent in a moment of
anger or blind jealousy-for he is very
jealons-no longer dash her br3ins out
with an axe, nor cut her nose off to
revenge himself; but to surround her
with respect, with affection, with those
fraternal attentions which form the
happiness of so many civilized commu-
nities, he is incapable of, and his half
in no degree expects it. And ye, by
a singular contradiction, if, within a
tribe, he calls his wife sea, my slave,
be nsames her elsewhere in truly Bibli-
cal language sédé's, my sister. Thus
Abraham gave the endearing name of
sister to his wife; ths the Higb Priest
Jonathan, writing to King Ptolemy
Philadelphos, saluted a the same time
the Queen Arsinoe, whon be called
the King's sister.

Bigamy, polygamy, and even a sort
of communism were frequent mong
the Dènè-Dindjié, without iacreasing
theirhappinesa. What the male gained

rin libertinage and tyanny, the-uhappy
Wife, te familsy and society entirety
lost. Alas 1 they have thos ltall,for
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