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what wonder that these
children of rash: lmm‘qwdem gTOW up, sxckly,
morbid, feeble-minded, r dustnally mcom~ '

All xnvestlgatorsﬁmso the “moral causes of
poverty agree in assi g a prominent place to
drinky Many put it first. - Perhaps more than
any other cause, it is also a consequente.: Al-
most'gvery case in which ¢ kmg habits make -
serious -inroads on the family xcheéqueri.can .
be matched with another in vduch the depleted
state of the exchequer leads to the formation
of drinking habits. The cr: for stimulants
is boand to assert.itself where the whale con-"
ditions.of life are monototienf depfessmg and
unwholsome, and find; jan ‘easy vu:txm m thqse
who are grappling wi

“"Pheére is yet anbﬂm”faﬂ?a ng of the poor that
is responsible for fuch of tltmr suffering.
Some sociological students and mission work- .
ers place it even befére dnnkmg, I refer to
general improvidence, mamiq:sting itself in a
failure to save, during times of: compara,twe
prospcnty, agamst the certain return of unem-
ployment; in sheer-waste on food and other
things that do not represent the best expendi-
ture of the money concerned; and in the, mis-
use of money, as in gambMng ‘and costly forms
of pleasure-seeking.

The recent, estabhshment of Labor Ex-
changes,. andof i increasing attention now being
given by legislators to social questions, raise
the hope that in the not dlstznt future the lof
of .those subject to .want thr Fh purely. eco-":
nomic and mﬂumuﬂ ‘causes wiI be dzstxm;x,ly
improved.: % ;
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street—and seen the traglc evxdences of strug-
gle and pain, with no prospect of alleviation, no,
not even to the grave, I-have come away too
“sick to work or eat.

Now, I may be wrong, but I attnbute this
patience and docility in the vast majority, of
cases to a kind of elemental rehgmn which the
. poor possess (using the term inthe broadest
sense). and which such endeavors as those ‘of
. Sir John Kirk and his helpers widely propa-
gate. It has beenfashionable.to scoff at “Little
Bethels,” to despise the obscure men and wo-
men who go down into the courts and alleys of
the city with a certain anctent message; and
to talk a little shyly-even of the larger churches

at work ameng theipoor.

But can it be denied t'hat w1th all their
faults, they Have done at least one’ invaluable
‘service, namely, opened the mind of the poor to
idealism, and encouraged the contemplation of
abstract realities—such as virtie, hlonor, cour-
‘age, heroism—and ;chulaﬂy 1 hope of an in-
heritance better than that to. ~which' tkey were
born. 3

don alone, but-all over England, dozens'of busy
centres, right amid the very ‘homes*of the poor,
where practical Christianity is b&h Jived and
taught. . Its workers become the. personal

friends of those among whom they:live, helping

them, with counsel, guidance, and even physi-
cal labor, to face the hardness of their lot with

fortitudle and to ‘cultivate in drfffct;}t sm} the

- rarest flowers of the human spirit.
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open its flowers by seven o’¢clock:in the morn-
ing, rain may be expected: with certainty ion

that day. - An uncommon ‘quantity.of seeds is ..
produced by white thorns and ‘dog-rose bushes
in wet summers, and this is considered as'a
Many. plants with .
compound flowers direct them toward the east
in the morming, carefully followmg the direc- '

sign of a severe wintef. "

tioh of the sun, and appearing toward the west
in the evening; but before rain they are punc-
tuaHy closed, as with the tulip.
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When, round th ')gowl of vamshed years
We  talk, with- Joyous Seeming—

With smxlcs that mmght as well be tears,
So-faint, so:sad their beammg,

While memﬁwy ‘brings us back again
Each early ti¢ that.twined us, .

Oh, sweet’s’ cup’ that circles ‘then
To those ve Ieft behind. us!. .

Some 1sle -or va}e anehantmg, i :
Where atLlo?,sks flowery; wild/and sweet,
And naught but love is. wanhnt,, T
nk how. gdreat had been our. bh.ss,
¥ ‘but assigned 'us - -
!dxe in scenes(lllge thls,

1ey | leave

“gkbv omg. o

A mg a
: twns nmist be posted at s
" mune in which he last had his abode.;

these reqmrements are 1) that they should pub—

“lish*in their country the nofites of stich intend-

ing marriage as réquired by law, and (2) that
they.should obtain the consent of their parents
to the marriage if they are under a certain age
—which varies from twenty-one tothirty.
In_Austfia, after the infending bridegroom
or: bride'is twenty-four years of age, no par-
ental consent is necessary.. But if the man. is

[in any. way, still connected with the military

servu;q he must have the consent of the mili-
tary au ontles J :
i ,In{Bg ium _ the, law allowe 2 Bclglan to
i cigner abroad according to the laws
1511 wntry; but the marriage will
valid in Belgium if he i under twenty-
mhﬂ Hias HOt O 'Egalmed the ‘cotfsent of his
nts.  If betweén the ages of twenty-one

1and~t§éﬁty-fxve‘-*hc ‘mpst make a "respec\tful
.and iormal regqest - for, his" parents’ advice;

ject,. they may{apply to'a
Ju tate their' grounds for re-
'3 r’id such refusal may be ‘upheld.
“ Tf'the son or daughtcr bé twenty -five years

dn Denmark any person contractmg a mar-

‘ nage ‘whether there:or abroad, requires the ..
parental consent when under the age of twen--
: ‘,‘tyrfwe. and a widower must .not contract a
»sgcchd ma.hnage wnthm three months of the
dedth of his wife.

The usual pubhcatlon must

AW, of France no mian may cantract‘

nder-the age of twenty-five with-
sent of his parents.. From that age

out the co
,mml he.is: thnrty -he will. be . required, :as in ~

Bélgrum, to. perform “the “acte respectueux,”’ .
and-this act differs.from the Belgian in that he
has to. perform it ‘three times over at monthly
intervals, and. ltr is not. until -2 month has

._elapsed from' the - i

will be an'
" Orphans ‘miist not marry w:thout t'he ‘con-

. semt of . tli';it Continental. munstrosx
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“In"‘Germany, consent-of- the - fathé? ‘is re-

iuired unul the'son is - twenty«ixve aud the

ther is an ‘orphan, t
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By Ita

ldw, ad Itaﬁnn who marries a
“foreigner -abgoad

compllaﬂce with the laws

in it is conditlonal o1 his also comply-
ing w:th the reghirements of the;Italian law.
‘Pgmarry without parental copsent a .man must
. éxceed twetity-five and a woman twenty-one
.‘yeats of age, and they must puBlish the usual
neﬁces of the marriage, where the Italian party
..was-last-domicil
7 “In ‘the Nethy nds.,,persqas ux;der twenty-
one must not:nfarry wi ‘consent of the
parents,-and between twe vione -and twenty-
five they must/perform the “acte respectueux”
to which 1 havé“teferred Over twenty-fxvn,

; years of ‘age. neither eensent.nor “acte rcspec-
~ tueux? is required.  In Spain for civil marriage

© consent is required until the man is twenty-
‘three and the -woman: twenty-five; in Sweden
and Norway consent is not necessary after
twenty~one, but widowers must not remarry’
until six months after the deaths of their
widows.

In Russian law the marriage, if between a
male Russian and'a female foreigner, must be
celebrated in a Russian'church or by a Russian
priest, and an undertaking must be given that
the children will be brought up in the Russo-
Greek faith; while in Greece the law is so un-
* friendly to mixed marriages that I would ad-
vise any young womaf contemplating mar-
riage with a Greek to make him become ‘a nat-
uralized Englishmar first. -

This, briefly, sums up the prehmmanes
which the Continental natlons' desiderate be- "
fore recognizing a mixed marriage. There are,
in-addition, important.considerations affecting
the remarriage of divorced persons, widowers
and widows; and there are many minor points
which would' neéd attentxon
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RESIGNA’!‘ION
Therc is no-flock; hdvvévef Watcheﬂ and terided;”
But one dead lamb is:thefe!
There is'no fireside, howsee’er defended,
But has one vacant chanr! ;

The ‘air 15 full of {arewells to the dying,
And mournings for the dead;

" The heart of Rachel, for her chlldren crying,
Will 1ot be comforted!

Let us be patient! These severe afflictions
Not: from the ground arise,

But oftentimes celestial benedictions
Assume this dark disguise.

We see but dlmly through the mjsts and
7  vapors;
Amid these earthly damps.
What seem to us but sad, fumeral tapers
May be Hcavens distant lamps

There is no Death! . What seems so is transi;
tion; : ; o
This life of mortal breath b
Is but a suburb of the life elysxan,
Whose portal ‘we call DEath

She is- niot dead—the chitd of our affection—
But: gone unto:that school
Where she no: longer needs our poor protec-
tion
And Christ Hlmself doth mle

e

In that: great closster s sttllness and seclusion,
By guardian angels le

Safe from temptatnon, safe from sm ’s pollution,
She Ilves, whom we eall dead

Day. afigr day we: mnk, what she is: domg
3 realms of air; .
er, tender steps pursuing,

Thus do we talk w:th her, and keep unbroken
The bond‘which nature gives; -~ - .
Thinking  that our: remcmbrance, though un-
spokenk A
May rcach her ¢

-child ‘shall- we. qgam behold her;
For whtn‘,,,,witlﬁl“!:h; _,;:}ld
¢ .‘ v 1d her,

But.a fan' maxden ln her :Fathers mansion, °
'Clothed with'celestial

And beautiful wnhi :
Shall we behold her

\

Wi assuage the feelmg :
May not 1 y stay;
By sﬁgtgge sany jymg, not concealmg,

t must Have way. . :
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