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ELEGTORS OF GONTGRAN

IMEN:—

pest, 1 again offer myself as &
for the Legislative Assembly of
bolumbia at the coming election,
istrict of Cowichan, for which ais-
lng with Alberni, I had a seat in
klature for four years. The ex-
then gained, I am prepared to
b of for the benefit of Cowichan
brovince generally,
Lws as to the various questions
the province will be explained to
he public platform, but I may sum
as the greatest good to the great-
er, and governent by the people
beople. .
e the honor to be, gentlemen, i
Your obedient servant, 2 |

J. M. MUTTER. ~
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‘Like Kruger

The Boer Delegate Pretends the
Flag Outrages Are
Not Facts.

The British Mistake White Jack-
¢éts and Faded Battle

New York, May 16.—Mr. Wessels, one
.of the convays, in discussing the abuse ‘of
the white flag by his countrymen, in-
timated that the reported abuse took
place largely in the minds of the English
correspondents, He cited two instances,
however, showing that these statements
had some foundatien in fact, due entirely
to a curious error. Speaking of the
white flag incident near Kimberley, in
which a party of Boers were accused of
deliberately firing upon a party of Brit-
ish after the Boers had heisted the avhite
flag, he said that a white jacket was mis+j
taken for a flag. The jacket was worn
by a clergyman who rushed to.the front,
and his jacket was mistaken hy the Brit-
ish for.a flag of truce.

“Very often,” Mr. Wessels said, “the
flag of the Orangé Free State is mistaken
for a white flag. The -colors are or-
ange and white, and after the flag has
‘been through a few storms the orange
fades, leaving the white field. /This mo
doubf is'what the English have taken for
a flag of truce,”

Washington, May 16.—Representative
Sulzer, of New York, chairman of the
committee to receive the Boer delegates
in Washington to-day, weceived a tele-
.gram from ‘Messrs. Fischer, Wessels and
Wolmarans stating that they could not
leave New York before Friday, Sulzer
said that ‘a committee consisting of
United Btates senators, three representa-
tives and a number of prominent citizens
would go to New York to escort the dele-
:gates here,  Mr. Sulzer says the stay of
the delegates’ will be made ‘the  oc-
casion of a motahle .demonstration,

London, May &16:-—% e afternoon pa-
;ptﬁrs here pay the § :‘Lttentwn to

e reception of the egat
New York, The Pa '

ticians,” and the Evening

“The preceedings nly
frindliness to Gréat Britain, but n

will be forthcoming to prove the sym-
‘pathy of the United Btates. Had Amer-
jcan statesmen shown any hesitation,

Kruger’s -offer to bribe them with a pro-1

tectorate ‘would have finally settled the
matter,” ) ¥

ALASKA CODE.

Amusing 'Tactics by the Democrats to
Becure a Point.
Washington, May 16.—The _house
to-day went  into  committee of
the wheole for . the . consideration
of the . Alaskan Code Bill,
efforts to reach .an agreement .abont the
lenigth of the general debate ‘having fail-
ed. TheiDemocrats desired a three hours’
debate with general leave to print, and
declined go-allow. the first reading of :the
bill to be dispensed with in order to have
a lever to forge .acquiescence in their re-
quest. ‘The bill .contains 600 pages, and
the' reading would reguire days. The
«clerk entered uwpon the reading and :the
Jz{a:lersthtried to adj::tdmeir Adifferences,
er the reading thad proceeded :for
#ome time the committee rose to give the
ment. a8 13 A longth UE Thd lstare Tt
ent as to } e ate, but
Mr, Payne otNewYark‘.theBep’_lmkm.
floor leader, declined to agree to any pro-
containing gemeral leave to ﬁﬂnt,
iations again failed, Theze-
of Illincig, who was in
«charge of the bill, moved that the house
€0 back into eemmitiee of the whole,
but the motion mvas defeated, and the
house resumed the eonsideration of the
senate bill to ineorporate the American
national red eross which was r&)endin‘
when the house adjonrned yesterday.
_——_’—-———s 1

A HOT TIME.

Rebels Within='Th—-ree Days’ March of
-Panama,.

Kingston, Jm_na 16 —Advices
Teceived to-day .bm'the— ritish steanfer

Darion, Capt. Mylo, from Columbia, say

that the insurgents on May 12 were with-
in three days” march of Panama. Thirty-
#even raided a calaboose at Colon, de-
manding possession, but they were driven
off and -arrested: As the goverament was
unable to hold them they were expelled
from the eountry and placed en board a
vessel bound for Jamaica, arriving on the
Island today. A United States war-
ship arrived at Colon: on Monday. The
people there have been much excited.
No one is allowed on ‘the streets after
dark, Capt. Mgylo ‘assured the corre-
spondent of the: Associated Press  that
Carthage hadsfallen into the hands of
the insurgents: ' ;
The customs contribation at Colon has
been raised 25 per ‘cent., causing much
dissatigfaction * among the merchants.
The heavy rains that have fallen ‘there
;gveptly have gverted the expected water
mine,

——— e

KRUGER_ I8 ANXIOUS.

Tries to Bolster ‘U;_l'ﬁs Envoys With a
Pious Cable.

New York, May 16.—Charles . B.
Pierce, the consul-general of the Orange
Free State, has received the following
f“]m Pretoria:

“Messrs, | Wessels, Fischer and Wol-
Marne: May justice and righteousness
be with you. (Signed) Kruger.”

A elight fire at the Quebee pasliament

{ Mr. Wilson,

1 via the steamship Empress of India, the
| Japanese consuls. at Vancouver
Montreal have - addressed

e e
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VANCOUVER NEWS.

Another Attempt to Introduce Cents—
Japamese  Immigration—Electrie
¥ Power Plant,

From ‘Qur Own Correspondent.
Vaneouver, May 16.—Certain firms in
the city are again trying to introduce
coppers into Vancouver, but the majority
of merchants have firmly set their faces
against the innovation, and by -tacit
unders! g coppers will be refused by
all the merchants in the city except those
who introduce them,

The Conservatives held a meeting at
Mount Pleasant last night, when alil the
«candidates spoke with the exception of

According to word received from Japan

and
strong cau-
ce regard

in effect that, although the Cana-
dian parliament have declined to pass
restrictive legislation this session, it will
hardly prove less tolerant by and by,
unless some limits are set to immigra-
tion from Japan.

It has been announced that the Stave
Lake Power Co., who propese to estab-
lish a plant at Stave lake falls and drive
electric power for use inte Vanceaver
and New Westminster, have accepted
the offer of the London Gold Fields
Company to provide the mecessary funds
for the project. John Hendry’s mission
to England at present is for the purpose
of winding up the deal on behalf of the
Stave Lake Company. It now looks as
if the big proposition was in measurable
distance of success.

Opposition
Slashing Attack

Government Scored For Re-
fusing an Enquiry on West
; Huron Frauds.

Fisher Says Dominion Will Not
Pay For Darcey Island
r Lepers

From Our Own Correspondent,
Ottawa, May 16.—-THe debate on thq:

was: continued ' to-day, the oppesition
making a slashing attack upon the gov-
ernment using it gl

Scotia. #
Hon. Sidney Fisher added that the
government had ‘never béen requested to
remove the Darcey lepers to Tracadie,
The government had refused ‘to assume
the cost of maintenance of the British
Columbia ' lepers, because such patients
‘were legally a efmrxe wupon the province.
The militia departmemt has decided to
withdraw the balance of the Yukon gar-
rison as soon as navigation epens. This
course wgs strongly urged by the oppesi-
‘tion last year. The srms will not be
‘brought out, but will be left in charge
of the Mounted Police.
AN IS

UNDER VALUATION.

‘Montreal Dry Goo:i_a_ Firm Has to Pay 2
‘Large Sum to the Crown. -

Montreal,, May 16.—The ease of the
‘Crown against the wholesale drygoods
firm of Fitzgibbon, Schafheitlein & Co.
eame to a sudden end this merning in
the .exchequer court, the defendants
agreéeing to pay the Crown $20,000 and
the costs of the case.  The firm was sued
by the Crown for $144,000 for customs
undervaluation. The imprisonment of
the defendants was also .. 'Fhe
.evidence of a man named Kannengiesser
showed that the firm had a braneh house
in’ Berlin, which was in the habit of in-
woicing goods to the Montreal house at
Jess than their actual trade value. Kan-
nengeisser was employed by the Berlin
‘house ‘as a clerk, and when he was dis-
missed informed the Canadian customs,
was given a safe conduct and pr
orie-third of all the monies recovered
fnom ‘the firm.

gt Yt

LABOR _CANDIDATES.

Two Chosen in Vancouver For the Com-
ing Provincial Elections.

WVaneouver, May 16.—Fred. Williams,
a tailor aud Mnancial secretary of the
Trades and Labor, Council, and J. Dixon,
president of the Thrades and Labor Coun-
cil, were chosen at a labor convention
held to-night as straight labor candidates
for Vancouver in the coming_provmeml’
elections, Ralph Smith presided, and
there were 103 delegates present.  The
following nominees were ‘balloted for:

. Williams, J. H. Watson, C. O. Mar-
shall, secretary of the Trades and Labor
Couneil; J. Dixon, H. Cowan.

On the first. ballot Williams got 71
votes, which being a majority of all cast,
Lelected him. :
T{? remaining nominees were then sub-
jected to a second ballot, and Dixon was
elected with o vote of 68. The choice
of the convention was made unanimous.

e
THE CONGO TROUBLE.

Stanley Says That Germany and Bel-
gium Must Have Recourse to ’
‘Mediation.

London, May 15.—Sir ‘Henry Morton
Stanley, the ceyl’ebrated African explorer,
who was at ome time governor of the
Congo, points out in an interview, in a
London paper, that should a rupture oc-
cur between Germany and Belgmm over
the ‘Congo territory, the/ Berlin aet of
neutrality provides that ‘the signator_s;
powers, before quemhng'to arme, shal
have recourse to the mediation of one or

| ton was wounded, Lieut. W. B. Everton

Biockyille, West Huren, election m:dl%,: 5

| Bast Africa

Buller Has
Taken Glencoe

Ofﬂchl News of His Success
Has Been Received In

Boers - Evacusate the Biggars-
berg end Trek to the
o Northward.

Loadon, May 16.—It is officially an-
‘nounced . that Glencoe was occupied yes-
erday, and that the Boers have evacuat-
‘the Biggarsberg. 2 !
The war office posts the following de-
spatch from Buller: “Dundee,May 16: We
occupied Glencoe yesterday., The Trans-
vaalers have now evacuated the Biggars-
berg.

The Free Staters on the Drakenberg
are much reduced in numbers. The Car-|
olina, Lydenberg and Pretoria comman-
does. trekked north from Hiatikulu on
13th and 14th May. Eleven guns were
entrained at Glencoe. The last train
with ambulances left there at dawn on

Mai 15,

“The result has been largely produced
by the action of the fifth division which,
i the last few days, has done a
‘good deal of hard work marching, moun-
tain climbing and road making.

“Trains are now running to Wessel’s
Nek station.”

IR S B
THE WHITE FLAG.

Boers Again Under Itz Sheltering Folds
Commit Murder.

London, May 16.—The war office posts
the following from Lord Roberts, under
the date of Kroonstad, May 16:

“T'wo officers and six men of Prince
Alfred’s Guards, while out foraging yes-
terday a few miles from Kroonstad, vis-
ited a farm flying a white flag. ‘When
within forty yards of the enclosure they
were fired upon by 15 or 16 Boers con-
cealed behind,the farm wall. Two of
the men were killed, Lieut. P. B. Wal-

and two non-commissioned officers were
taken prisoners. The o » of the farm
states that the Boers threatened to shoot
him when he protested mhu their mak-
ing an improper use of white flag.”

: ; /

“HER. ANOIENT ALLY.”

Portuguese Governor, at Béira Bays
- Things of Britain. . .

F

Nice

- ——

ved at | p
‘raven, who' accompanied ‘'thé Dunraven
- sharpshooters as 'asupernumerary cap-
‘tain of the battalion staff. The governor
of Beira, during a speech at-a dinner to
the: Yeomanry, said: “Friends as we
‘have always been of England,” we never
could have realized the magnificent unity
of the Anglo-Saxon race without such an
object lesson. Realizing this, Portugal
not only ‘congratulates her ancient jally,
but rejoices with it, as the stre: ing

of a friend is the strengthening of our-
selves.”

SIS LSS R S e
ROBERTS ADVANCE.

German Opinion Is That It Will be Slow
i - and Tedious.

.- Berlin, May 16.—The German papers,
commenting' to-day on the military situ-
atior: in South Africa, express the opin-
ien that the Boers intend to hold Van
Reenans Pass against Lord Roberts, with

ing with the seashore.
Tageszeitung predicts that the advance of
Lord Roberts northward will be rendered
tedious and dangerous by the destruction
of _bridges and by sudden attacks on the
British in favorable locations.

SRR S R A RE,
RIFLE CLUBS.

British Rifle Association Asked to Draft
a Plan of Formation.

London, May 16.—The war office ha
asked the Rifle Association to draft a
plan for national rifle clubs as advocated
by Lord Salisbury in his recent speech.

AR T R
UNIONIST ALLIANCE.

Mr, Chamberlain Claims That It Has
Saved the Integrity of the
Empire.

London, May 16.—The Liberal Union
Club gave a banquet this evening at the
Hotel Cecil, to Mr. Arthur J. Balfeur,
finst lord of the treasury and government
leader in the House of Commons. Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain, secretary of state
for the colonies, presided. here were
500 present, including the Duke of
Devonshire, lord president of the council
of ministers; the Marquis of Lansdowne,
secretary of state for war, and many
other members of the government and of
both sides of parliament. Mr. Chamber-
lain, when ‘proposing the health of Mr.
Balfour, eulogized his eminent services to
the eountry, and declared that the integ-
rity of the Empire had been saved by the
Unionist alliance. Mr. Balfour, who on
rising to respond, was received with pro-
longed cheers, suid the remarks of Mr.
Chamberlain had carried his mind back
over the fourteen eéventful years ' since
the Unionist alliance began. There were
few, he continued. who could recall that
period with more heartfelt gratitude than
himself that fate had given him such col-
‘leagues to work. with. . The Duke of
Devonshire also spoke of the value of
the alliance. ;

———— Qe -
GERMAN BUDGET!
to Increase the Navy.

Berlin, May 16.—The budget commit-
tee of the reichstag concluded the debate
of the navy bill' to-day, after deciding
that the ‘measure should come in force
simultanequely with the amendments to
the stamp law, and the customs tariff
providing the means for® the increased

Providing Means

several friendly powers.
P |
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BEGINNING OF THE END.

Sir Michael flieks-gench Considers Close

‘of War in" Sight.
Tiondon, ‘May 16.—The chancellor - of
the exchequer, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach,
speaking at ‘Bristol this evening, - con-

ratulated the audience on the fact that
t‘he' 3 18 fairly lifting and
that there were streaks of light portend-
ing a glorious dawn. -@ontinuing, he

“We ‘are -con

the beginning of end 38 coming.”

Sir Michael added that the thanks of
the nation weuld be due to Lord Roberts
and those under him. If the government,
he declared; was not entitled to credit for
the suceesses it was not blamable for
the yeverses. It had shrunk at nothing
to supply men and means. The Chan-
cellor, denied that he-was personally re-

Ronth. Arrica, and announced

that it might be necessary to still fur-
ther increase the army. - He disagreed
with the snggestion that a large perman-
ent increase of the army might be neces-
sary, but said that thé country must look
to the volunteers and militia.

“The expenditure of the country,” said
Sir Michael, “is growing at an enormous
and dangerous rate.. I'have always put
a strong navy as a primary necessity of
the goverpment, and it may be that as-
sent will have to be.given to a further
expenditure in view of the hostile feeling
towards England in  some KEuropean
countries, but I regard the country’s in-
creasing expenditure as real danger.
If we go on as we are going, there may
be very bad times in store for the coun-
try, particularly for the working classes
of people.” e

FREE STATERS
SURRENDERING

Generals Brebant and Rundle
TakingPossesion of Country
Around Ladybtand

D e

The Transvaal army has' taken a posi-
tion at Baluawashdort Pass near Heil-
bron road station, fifty miiles: north of
Kroonstadt. Its rear guard is still hold-
ing the hills north of the Walsch river,
while the Boers’ scouits are in touch with
the British oitering parties twenty
miles -north: of Kroonstad. The T8
have held a council of war at Dingley and
the British spies have ‘learned that .the
Boers decided to hold Harrismith as long
as possible. Lord Roberts’ infantry are
still at Kroonstad, ' The railway laborers
are at work and ‘engineers hope to have
the line repaired ‘within three days
* “'The prairie has put on.a W coat,

are bitterly cold but the days

in larger n after the
; oti of Bloémfontein. 'One’oficér
of the Transvaal artillery says: “There
.will be no serious fighting thik: side of
Pretoria, as Beringen:on the Vaal is in-
defensible, Heavy guns are being. mount-
ed at Pretoria, but Ben. Botha and Lim-
mer are agreed that ultimate success is
impossible.  President Kruger is obstin-
ate and a majority of the Transvaalers
hold firmly with him.” It is estimated
that the Transvaalers can still muster 30,--
000 men on the fighting line.

General Buller's advance as his tee-
grams indicate was obeying instructions
of Lord berts.

Gen. Rundle and Gen. Brabant are
taking possession: of the wide sections
around Ladybrand almost without oppo-
gition. - They find the country still plenti-
fully supplied with. cattle, feed and flour.
Gen. Rundle is reducing his transport
and feeding his men and animals largely
on the country. The Boers in that quar-
ter surrender daily and it is the expec-
tation of the correspondents on the spot
that the eastern section of the Free State
will soon be as quiet as the western.
Gen. Rundle’s front is thirty miles long,
but his forees are disposed so that if any
point should be attacked the troops ther:
could be quickly reinforced. . .

Rl
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METHODIST CONFERENCH.

Final Draft of Stations Adopted—Minis-
ters Stationed in Viectoria.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, May 16—In the final draft
of stations adopted by the Methodist
conference, Victoria district is provided
for as follows: ;

Vietoria  Metropolitan — Biliott 8.
Rowe.

Viectoria Centennial—William H. Bar-
raclough, and Cornelius Bryant, super-
annuated.

VietoﬂaBWesmhn lll) l; Knox.

James Bay—Robert Hughes.

Victoria Japanese Mission—Under Su-
perintendent Metropolitan.

Saanich—Joseph 'W. Winslow,

Cowichan—George H. Osborne and A.
Seymour.

Mount Sicker and Lumber Camps—
O pring Taland_R. J. frwin.
alt ring Island—R. J. 5
Nanainlx)o, Wallace Street, W. Waller

Baer.

Nanaimo, Halibu.ton Street—James
Calvert, /

Nanaimo 'Japanese Mission—To be
supplied under superintendent Wallace
Street. .

Wellington—James Hicks.

Cumberland—William Hicks.

Cumberland Japanese Mission—Under
Superintendent Qumberland, /

John P. Hicks, chaplain to the Wes-
leyans of H. M. forces at Esquimalt, by

rmission of conference.
pel"oﬂowing the reading of the final draft.
of ‘stations at 11:45 last night, balloting
took place for the election of chairmen
and secretaries of the various districts,
which resulted in the following ministers
being selected for Victoria district: - W.
H. Barraclough, chairman; J. P. Hicks,
secretary.

The :{)ecial committee of tl'xe confer-
ence consists of the above chairman and
Revs. B. B. Scott, A. N. Miller, J. .
Betts, C. H. M. Sutherland and J. P.
Bowell. :

A e R
DUBLIN UNIVERSITY

has returned Sir Edward Henry. Carson
to the House of Commons without opposi-
‘tion on his appointment as-solicitor-gen-
eral, in succession:to Sir Robert Banna-

& Jgiexcess must not be covere by
ation: ¥ el ¥

London, May 16.—Dublin University }

Boers Caught
At Mafeking
Baden-Powell C;ptumi(!om-

mandent Eloff and Nincty
of His Men:

| General Hunter Enters t ‘e Trans-

vaal and Occuples
Christiana.

. London, May 17.— A despatch from
Lorenzo Marques dated to-day, says that

Baden-Powell
opened fire on the burghers, killing seven-
teen of them and taking Eloff and ninety
of his men prisoners.

Pretoria, May 15.—An official bulletin
announces that the federal troops storm-
ed and occupied the forts around Mafe-
king .on Saturday morning.

The same night the federals were sur-
rounded, losing, as far as known, 7 kill-
ed, 17 wounded and a pumber of men
prisoners, = The British casualties are
said to have been 50 killed and wounded.

It is reported that the advance guard
of the force proceeding to the relief of
Mafeking from the south was repulsed
yesterday,

London, May 17.—Replying to a ques-
tion in the House of Commens this after-
noon, the parliamentary secretary of the
war office, Mr. George Wyndham, said
hie regretted that he was net able to give
any fnformation in regard to Mafeking.
He reminded the house that even if the
desired relief of Mafeking had occurred,
intelligence of the event could not arrive

three days.

The latter part of Mr. Wyndham’s re-
ply is generally accepted as an intimation
that the government expected the relief
of Col. Baden-Powell and his garrison.

London, May 17.—The closing days of
the drama at Mafeking have been mark-
ed by intensity of dramatic interest, as
unexpected as it is out of proportion to
the forces: engaged.

The news that the half-famished gar-
‘t1ison was not ofily ahle to repel an at-
tack but to .inflict heavy loss in killed
and prisoners; as repor
‘from. Capetown aunnouncing the capture
Great ‘Britain. more than ever proud of
Col. Baden-Powell’s little band and in-
creasés to a fever pitch the national de-
sire for their relief.

Lord Roberts and his large army at
Kroonstad and Buller’'s thousands forg-

ing over . B £ ; al-
ret D gy by~ iy
wﬁ{s,u. or talking o

e latest exploits of it

of . Aateking,.., and
¢ s defenders.t .
There was considerable speculation as

to what Col. Baden-Powell would dp
with his 90 .prisoners, and whether the
victory has not so depleted his force as
to render him open to annihilation in the
event of another attack by the superior
Boer. numbers, But Lorenzo Marques
already hears rumors that these have
been cut off by the relieving column,

According to general opinion news
termination of the desperate struggle
between the besieged and besiegers must
reach England before to-morrow.

‘Buller is making good progress in re-
capturing the railroad and driving the
Boers out of Natal. = His occupation of
Dannhauser shows that he is meeting
with_little resistance on the part of the
burghers.

Lord Roberts is still = gathering his
forces to-strike the Vaal river,

In the committee room of the House
of Commons this morning Sir James
Kitson, Liberal, announced that Mafe-
king had been relieved,

The war office, however, was munable
to confirm the announcement.

London, May 17.—The war office has
received from Lord Roberts the follow-
ing idespatch, dated Kroonstad, Wednes-
day, 16th:

“ Rundle yesterday occupied Mequat-
ling’s Nek and Modder Poort without
opposition.

and has advanced within ten miles of
Christiana.

“ Methuen has reached a point twelve
miles on the Hoopstad road without see-
ing the enemy,

“ Natives and local whites have con-
firmed the previous reports of the dis-
organization of the Free Staters.

“ The situation here is unchanged.”

London, May 17.—The war office has
received the following despatch from
Roberts:

Kroonstad, May 17.—Hunter has occu-
pied Christiana without opposition, the
enemy having retired to Klerksdorp,
under the impressjon that the latter was
threatened by a portion of this force.

* Rundle’s force is eclose to Cloclan;
southwest of Ficksburg. This evening
the country was clear of the enemy.

“The resident commissioner in Basuto-
land reports that a number of Boers liv-
ing in the Ficksburg and Bethlehem dis-
tricts have applied to him for advice as
to the conditions of surrender, This is
very satisfactory.” :

London, May 17.—A despatch from
Verdefortweg, without date, via Lorenzo
Marques, May 16, says:

“ Some American (Boer) scouts, before
_leaving Kroonstad ovn Sundsy morning
set fire to the goods sheds for having had
trouble with the British residents.

“Hagzell’s’' American (Boer) scouts have
. suffered more heavily than any other
corps ‘during the war. In the past six
weeks out of a corps of 100 strong they
have lost 37 killed, wounded or captured.
Their storming of the British position at
Tobaberg was grand. They captured
Capt. Cheney and six men,

“Melan’s cavalry added to their laurels

last .week, but lost heavily in proportion
to the burghers,
. “It is believed that Blake’s Irish corps,
captured at Kroonstad, were ordered to
retreat, but remained drinking the rum
left by the commissariat.”

Thaba N’chu, May 15—The British
force advanced this morning-2Q miles to
the northeast and  took possession of
Mequatling’s Neki: ST AL i

Prisoners ¢ontinue to be taken daily.

PR

tvn Finlay, appointed to succeed  Sir
‘Richard Webster. as attorney-general,

i London, ‘May 17.—The

| Commandant Bloff, with a patrol, exfter--
ed Mafeking. Colonel

in . England .before two, and perhaps

in the despatch {.

of Commandant Bloff and 90 men, makes

“ Hunter has entered the Transvaal

official an-

nouncement is made that Gen. Buller
reports that the second division of his
army has reached Dannhauser, Natal, a
little less than half way between Dundee
and Newecastle.

London, May 17.—The war office has
received the following despatch from
Gen, Bauller:

“ Dannhauser, May 17.—The second
division has reached Dannhauser, and 1
hope that my patrols are at Newcastle.

“The fifth divisior is in echelon from
Elandslaagte to Glencoe, repairing the
railroad. The -fourth division is at
Bm:iday River drift, on the old Newcastle
road.

“ Several Natal farmers are handing
over their arms, :

“ All reports agree that about 7,000 of
the enemy passed north very hurriedly
on May 14 and 15.”

Volksrust, South African Republic,
“May 17.—The Boers have abandoned the
Biggarsberg, and it is believed they also
abandoned the new trestle this m
although their mounted men are still on
the other side of the border, keeping the
British army back,

sl g e i
MOUNTED POLICE ROUTED.

Diphtheria Drives Them Out of the Bar-
racks at Regina.

Winnipeg, May 16.—A despatch from
Regina to-night reports that recruits to
the Northwest Mounted Police have
bmﬁxt diphtheria to the barracks tlere.
The hospital is full and other portions of
the  buildings are used as.sick wards.
Most of the force is camped in tents on

the prairie away from the barracks, The
barracks are quarantined.

Can This
ﬂBe the Truth?

Boer Envoys Admit :That They
Are In the Utmost
Extremity.

An Extraordinary Story Publish-
ed In a London Morning
Newspsaper.

London, May 17.—The Daily Express pub-
lisheg this morning a three column New
York special signed by Patrick O’Conner
who crossed the Atlantic with the Boer
delegates, under the pretence of being an
Irlsh American and a Boer sympathizer.
As a matter of fact, Mr. Q’Conner under-
stands the Dutch language and he e¢laims
to have overheard much private conversa«
tion in the course of which - Wolmarans
is reported as sayingsto Mr. Fischers ‘I
think we should be eareful of what we say
to this man, he may be & spy, are you sure
he is an American?”

Mr. Fischer:—*‘There is no doubt of it. I
can tell by his accent.”

Mr. Wessels:—“It would never do, of
course, for the British to know that we are
really in the last extremity, or for them
to know that we are thinking of staying in
Ameriea.’ .

Then using the English language, Mr. Fis-
cher began by blaming Mr. Cecil Rhodes
for bringing on the war. He said: “I have
not a shadow of doubt that Sir Alfred Mil-
ner was sent to South Africa to prepare
for the spoilation of the Boer republics by
force if necessary; the franchise ruse was
all humbug,””

‘“‘President Kruger conceded so much at
the Bloemfontein conference, that Mi'ner
was in mortal fear lest all his requests be
granted; lest he should thereby lose the
chance of annexing the Transvaal.”

Mr. Wolmarans. said to Mr. Fischer in
Dutch: “Do yon think that we had better
tell him how Kruger broke off the confer-
ence?”’ Ko .

Mr. Wolmarans, in Dutch: “Our position
just now is precisely that of Jameson at
the time of the rald, He expected Joban-
nesburg = to rise to his assistance. We
expected the same of Cape Colony and
Natal. 'We are bitterly disappointed. Tell
him how Schreiner deceived us.”

Mr. Fischer.—'‘He knows well, as well as
Fwe do ourselves, that Schreiner is loyal to
Great Britain.”

Resuming English, Mr. Fischer said: “We
are going to win the war if it eatsk cmfwy
are going to win the war if it takes years
to do it.”

Addressing Mr. Wessels, and using Datch
Mr. PFischer then sald: ‘“We had better
not say too much. We are getting badly
beaten now. We are going to America in
fhe hopes of obtaining the friendly help
of the United States in the cause of peace,
That is what we will say to the public. As
a matter of fact, we have no hopes what-
‘ever. We have no cut and dried programme.
Mz Fischer went on to say that a brother
of Mr. Wessels who happeued to be in the
United States and who was in conjunction
with ~Mr, Montague White, believed that
some sort of peace preliminaries might be
arranged, but if the delegates failed In the
United States, the Boers, Mr. Fischer re-
plied would still not give up. ;

Mr. OConner says: ‘“The delegates were
much astonished at the reception on their
arrival in New York City. When land was
sighted Mr. Wolmarans exclaimed: ‘“What
shall we do when we get there?”’

TR L SRR
CANADIAN CASUALTIES,

Death of Trooper_ﬁoolcombe——Another
Soldier Wounded.

Ottawa, May 16.—The following cables
were received to-day by Lord Minto from
Si‘rCA]tred Milgler: i 5

‘Capetown, ay —1 regret to re-
port~tﬁ§tt 7833, Pgivate J."W. Raymond
alias J. W. Culyer was slightly wounded
at Israel's Poort on April 25.  (Signed)

ilner.” :

“Capetown, May 14.—344, Trooper T.
‘Woolcombe,, second ~Canadian mounted
infantry, died of dysentery and pleurisy
at Carnarvon on April 22. The casualty
was reported officially to the war office,
but only to-day to me, hence the-delay.

(Signed) Milner.”
25..
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Is Mafeking
Relieved ?

Relief Column: Fought the
Boers Sixty Miles South
on Tuesday.

1

The Transvaal Government
Claims Relief Column Has
Been Defeated.

Buller Is Advancing on New-
castle Forcing Towards
" . the Boundary.

London, May 17.—3:30 &a.m.)—The
British relief column fought the Boers
at Kraaipan, 62 miles south of Mafeking,.
on Tuesday, accordiLg to a telegram re-
ceived Wednesday night at Lorenze
Marques from Molopo, 100 miles north
of Mafeking.

This intelligence is accepted here with
some reserve, because it is difficult to
understand how the news could have
been so quickly put on the wires from &
place 132 miles from:the scene of the
engagement.

A correspondent of the Morning Post,
presumably John Stuart, is reported
eaptured by the Boers at Kraaipan.

The British public is keenly expectant
of the announcement that Mafeking has
been relieved. In the army the opinion
seems to prevail that this has already
been accomplished, although two: hours
after midnight the war office said that
no news of the relief had been received
by them. The steadfast courage of the
hunger-bitten garrison has produced &
deep impression, and the news of suecor
is awaited with more anxiety than has
been felt regarding any other event of
the war.

Douglas Story, the Daily Mail's cor-
respondent at Pretoria, wires: *The
Boer government is holding back some
big news. ' Feverish activity prevails
here. ' President Kruger is working day
and night.. The latest Boer official bulle-
tin is that the relief column has been
defeated with great loss.”

Lord Roberts continues passive at
Kroonstad.  His cavalry is stretching
like a semi-circular screen, many miles im
length, with overlapping = flanks, The

oonstad censor permits the passige of
; T-to. eoeénp 00, e e g

It seems ‘that Gen. Frendi's cavalry
had a lively fight after crossing the Zand
river. A mixed squadron composed of
the Greys, the Immigkillins, Carbineers,
and Australian Horse took a kopje and
dismoeunted. ‘The Boers suddenly fired
from a concehled pqnition, killing many
horses and ‘stampeding the rest. T
Boers then advanced in overwhelming
numbers and drove off - the squadron,
capturing some. The Boers robbed.the
dead and looted the saddles. Finally a
brigade of cavalry drove them off.

Farther north the Hussars charged the
the Boers, killing and wounding many
stragglers with sables a@nd pistols. Loi:
Roberts’ infantry marched les im
Gen. French marched 30
miles in one day. The Boers when retir--
ing dragged 82 guns through roonstad..

;.

Gen. Bauller is moving towards-New-
castie. ‘He appears to be using 25,000
men against 5,000 or 6,000. is oper-
ations will almost certainl{‘ result in hiss
forcing his way into the Transvaal pog--
sibly in time to co-operate with Lord"
Roberts’ advance, although Gen. Buller
is 252 miles from Johannesburg, or 25
days’ march. :

A Dane who wan captured by the
South African Horse says there are 500
Frenchmen with the Boers who are op-
posing Gen. Buller, together with many
Germans and other foreigners. o

The Ladysmith -correspondent of the
Daily Telegraph says that only one Boer
was shot in the engagement which re-
sulted in the taking of Helpmakaar.

Gen. Rundle is sweeping through the
northeast of the Free State. The Boers:
are dissolving before him and some are
surrendering. Their main force is as-
sembled between Ficksburg and Win-
burg, but it is without elose organization.
To-day’s instalment of the war story
from every part of the field is therefore
seemingly a narrative of British suc-
cesses, but with the Boers preparing fer
a last desperate fling further in the im-
terior, and with Boer guerilla
looting houses and stores in the north-
west section “of Cape Colony.

1t is not all easy for the British., The
Upington district is the lpeality where the
guerilla tactics of the Boers are just now
most ip evidence. The postponed - con-
gress of the Afrikander bupd has been
called to meet at Paarte, June 15.

A Canadian battery of 15-pounders ar-
rived at Beira, Portugucse Hast Afriea,
May 10. The Daily Graphic, which re-
fers to the Boer mission to the United
States as a product of the war, says:

“There  is no name of importance
among the orators who ealuted the dele-
gates. We fear they have fallen in a
sort of Anglo-Saxon ambush and are be-
ingrvict‘imined for purely party purposes.’”
.. The Times considers the rumors cabled
here at to President McKinley's alleged

ro-Boer sympathies “utterly baseless.”

t Bays: “Mr. McKinley is convinced
that the country does mot wish him 16 in-
terfere and that interference would be in:
&1l ‘respects’ inexpedient as well as im-
possible.”

The Times also refers to the admission
of the American state department of
Portugal’s general right to refuse pass-
age to contraband goods.

The Lorenzo Marques correspondent of
the Times, under date of Tuesday, says:
“There has been a heated discussion im
the raad, in eecret session, respecting the
expediency of destroying the mines. The
result is not publicly known. The for-
eign mining representatives are greatly
alarmed and have addressed strong re-
presentations to their respective consuls.”

Persons acquainted with Col. Baden-
Powell’'s scheme of defence of Mafeking
assert that the oecupation of the Kaffir

¢e. ‘Al dealers.or Dr.# W « huse!

“Medicine Co., Téronto' »r 4 E.ffulo.

location by the Boers would not endanger
the garrison provided relic? came quick'




