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marked on the order paper as “not 
printed.”

Mr. Helmcken—Is that my bill you’re 
talking about? Why that was printed 
long ago. I move that the report be 
adopted.

No opposition was offered, and the mo­
tion was agreed to.

“And that the bill be read a third 
time."

The house agreed and the bill was thus 
disposed -of.

I) tute proceedings without consent of the 
crown.

Hon. Mr. Martin interjected that if 
any ex-employee was dissatisfied, he 
could obtain leave to sue the crown at 
any time. The crown would give 
sent.

This was not the point, Mr. Turner 
continued. It was a disgrace to suggest 
that an employee of the government of 
British Columbia should be obliged to 
appeal to the courts in order to secure 
the full payment of the wages due him. 
It was a shame to lay down the pro­
position that a girl working for the prov­
ince for, say, #25 a month, should be 
turned out without a day’s notice, and 
paid perhaps $3 or $4 of the salary she 
should receive—with the alternative that 
if she got the balance she would have to 
sue for it in the courts.

Mr. Henderson interpellated that there 
was no law to compel a month’s notice— 
or any notice—being given of intended 
dismissals.

Mr. Eberts and Mr. Pooley replied 
simultaneously that it was common law 
of the land.

Mr. Turner thought that it was more 
than common law—it was established 
practice in British Columbia among all 
classes, and nothing more than fairness 
to the man employed.

In connection with the disfranchise­
ment of the soldiers and sailors, the lead­
er of the opposition pointed out how 
grievously the government papers had 
misrepresented the facts under the old 
law—endeavoring to lead the people to 
believe that a sailor on one of the war­
ships was entitled to vote as soon as his 
ship cast anchor in Esquimalt harbor. 
As a matter of fact the only members 
of the army or navy entitled to vote 
were those who, like a citizen qualifying, 
had been resident in the country one 
year. Nor was the .fact as stated by 
the government supporters, that tn the 
Old Country the soldier or the sailor 
debarred from the exercise of the fran­
chise.

Mr. Neill, commenting upon Mr. Tur­
ner’s mention of the inconsistency of 
pronouncing a man drawing $24.75 a 
month salary fit to vote while the man 
drawing $25.00 was adjudged unfit, said 
that this was no worse than the provis­
ion placed in the elections act by the late 
government—a man living in the country 
305 days had a right to vote—yet the 
utan living here 364 days had not. (Gov­
ernment laughter.) The member for Al- 
bemi further maintained that the 
of the ballot by soldiers or sailors in the 
Old Country was far from general—per­
haps one would vote out of every thous­
and.

Mr. Turner saw no argument in the 
member’s attempted smartness.

Mr. McPhillips also failed to see any 
argument in the member’s remarks. 
Length of residence was certainly no 
test of capacity for citizenship, while 
wage-earning ability could be regarded 
in no other light. And this was the 
stand taken by the government. It was 
naturally to be supposed that the man 
receiving a higher salary than $25 per 
month was the more capable man, or he 
would not be better paid—yet the gov­
ernment declared that this superior man 
was less capable of voting than the man 
of smaller pay. There was assuredly no 
more ridiculous proposition ever put for­
ward.

the North or in Cariboo, and who would 
have no means of saving their votes. 
The injustice was very apparent, and 
was fully emphasized by the three 
bers of the opposition.

Hon. Mr. Martin maintained that there 
was sure to be an injustice for some 
one, and there had to be some limit for 
the reception of names. With two re­
visions annually of the list there should 
be little complaint.

Mr. McPhillips’ amendment was nega­
tived and the committee rose, reporting 
progress.

PRIVATE BILL WITHDRAWN.
Hon. Dr. McKechnie asked, in view 

of the explanation of the private bills 
committee earlier in the day, that the 
action of the house in granting leave for 
the introduction oC the bill relating to the 
Atlin & Southern railway; the first read­
ing of the bill; and its reference to the 
railway committee, be rescinded, and the 
bill be withdrawn.

It was so ordered.

same secret ballot system prevailing 
here, and if Mr. Macpherson and Mr. 
Ralph Smith had been in England in 
1872 or 1873 they would have been 
found among the first in their desire to 
qast their votes for the enfranchisement 
of the members of the civil service.

Mr. Macpherson claimed that he had 
been somewhat misrepresented by the 
member for South Victoria. What he 
had argued was that if British Columbia 
were to adopt the principle of competi­
tive civil service examinations as pre­
vailing in England there might be some 
ground for the enfranchisement of the 
civil service.

Mr. Eberts maintained that this did 
not touch the point at all. It could not 
be controverted that the right of the 
members of the civil service to vote in 
England arose out of the passage of the 
Secret Ballot act—and from nothing 
else.

Col. Baker contended that this was the 
salient reason for the Secret Ballot act 
—to protect the employee in the right to 
vote as he thought fit.

Mr. Macpherson—But not the govern­
ment employee.

Col. Baiker did not

be brought on again in a few days.
Mr. MePhiilipe supported this 

the case with authorities.
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The motion for the six months’ hoist 
was earned on a division ot to 7.

VILLAGE FIRE PROTECTION.

ers are lumber dealers, merchants and 
contractors carrying on business within 
the said province of British Columbia; 
(2) that your petitioners, in the course 
of business, supply material for the erec­
tion of buildings, and otherwise in im­
proving property, and to a large extent 
are dealing with the persons engaged in 
the erection Of the buildings, and not 
with the owners; (3) that your peti­
tioners have

Mechanics’ 
recovery of the price of materials sup­
plied, although the material has been 
used in increasing the value of the pro­
perty; (4) That ample protection could be 
given your petitioners by the passing of 
an act allowing a lien for material sup­
plied for the erection of buildings, and 
by a provision that the owners would 
not be liable for more than the value of 
the improvements, they would not be in 
any way damnified, and labor could be 
protected by giving it the first lien. 
Your petitioners would therefore pray: 
That the present Mechanics’ Lien act 
be amended

1 iJ view ot
mem-

con-Committee Discussion on Disfran­
chis ment Bill and Making of 

New Voters’ Lists. L
now no remedy under 

Lien act for thetheLegal Profession Opened to New 
Arrivals-Mortgage Tax Repeal 

—County Court Judges.
NEW LEGISLATION.

The following new bills were introduc­
ed, read a first time, and each in turn 
set for second reading at the next sitting 
of the house: >

A bill to amend the Companies act, 
1897—Hon. Mr. Cotton.

A bill to amend the County Court act 
—Hon. Mr. Martin.

A bill to amend the Legal Professions 
act—Hon. Mr. Martin.

A bmill to amend the Land act—Hon. 
Mr. Semlin.

A bill to amend the Villages Fire Pro­
tection act—Mr. Neill.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 15.
Consideration of the Provincial Elec­

tions bill in committee constituted the 
chief feature of to-day’s sitting of the 
legislature, several lively passages occur­
ring and section 8 being under debate 
when the committee rose, reporting pro­
gress. Just before the adjournment of 
the house, four bills were presented by 
message from His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor and ordered to be considered in 
committee to-morrow, 
are;

me

PRESENTED BY MESSAGE. 
Hon. Mr. Cotton presented four

so as to give a lien for ma­
terial on the property improved for the 
value of the improvements.”

\
sages from His Honor the Lieut.-Gover- 
nor, transmitting the fallowing bills, 
which Mr. Speaker had determined 
should be so introduced to the house:

Respecting the Succession Duty act.
To amend the Assessment act.
To amend the Revenue Tax act.
Extending the right of the crown to 

prospect for minerals upon lands in railr 
way grants, to all free miners.

It was ordered that these measures be 
considered in committee of the house on 
Thursday, and the house then adjourned.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
By Mr. Helmcken—To move that rep­

resentations be made to the Dominion 
government with respect to the desira­
bility of securing the establishment of a 
mint in British Columbia.

By Mr. Kellie—To introduce a bill to 
amend the Revelstoke Incorporation 
act, 1898.

By Mr. Henderson—To amend the 
Overholding Tenants act.

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
Members of both sides of the house 

are wondering what it is that prevents 
Mr. W. C. Wells taking his seat for 
North East Kootenay. Some one has 
suggested that if he started from Donald 
last Friday he must be coming by very 
slow freight.

It is expected by Mr. Neill, the 
ben moving for an inquiry by select com­
mittee into the dealings of the Toronto 
& British Columbia Lumber Co. with the 
former government, that the papers in 
connection will be available from the 
lands and works department and the 
inquiry proceed on Friday.

The members of the opposition have a 
new name for the Provincial Elections 
act, based on the soldiers and sailors 
paragraph, and which is not yet officially 
recognized as the title of the bill. It is: 
“ An act to secure the return of D. W. 
Higgins for1 Esquimalt district, in the 
event of his securing a cabinet port­
folio.”

The bill to amend the Companies act, 
1897, which Hon. Mr. Cotton introduced 
yesterday, provides for the substitution 
of the term “ registrar-general of titles ” 
for " registrar-general," wherever occur­
ring; also that chapter 44 of the act 
shall not apply to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company.

PINE CREEK FLUME CO.
These measures see why the em­

ployee of a trader or a merchant 
manufacturer should be put on a superior 
plane to the employee of the province.

Major-Gen. Kinchant declared that the 
ballot act of England was introduced for 
the benefit of the employees of the large 
manufacturing establishments.

Mr. Turner thought it had been indis­
putably proven that the right of the civil 
service employees to vote was admitted 
in England just as soon as the secret 
ballot had been adopted, 
planation attempted by the President of 
the Council, he could see no other con­
struction in the section as framed than 
that the man who received less than $300 
per annum was adjudged worthy of a 
vote, and the man who received more 
was not.

Mr. McPhillips' amendment was then 
defeated on a division of 19 to 14, and 
the section as amended by the Attorney- 
General passed the committee.

Section 8, sub-section (i), next excited 
opposition. It read: “The collector may 
at any time correct any error in the 
spelling or initials of any name, or the 
occupation of any voter upon the regis­
ter of voters."

During the committee stage of this 
hill (Mr. Helgesen), Mr. Henderson be­
ing chairman, an amendment was intro­
duced by Mr. Deane to this effect—the 
words being added as a new section:

“No act of this legislature requiring 
the company, in case efficient means are 
devised for carrying telegraph, telephone 
or electric wires underground, to adopt 
such means, and abrogating the right 
given by this act to continue carrying 
lines on poles shall be deemed an in­
fringement of the privileges granted by 
this act.”

Some debate arose upon this propos­
al, in the course of which Mr. Booth sug­
gested that this move appeared more in 
the direction of opening a door to the" 
government to compel the company to 
put their wires underground, rather than 
to permit the company to do so at their 
own desire.

The section, proposed was added and 
also a provisions excluding Chinese and 
Japanese from all works of the company.

Another amendment, introduced by Mr. 
Macpherson, was in effect to make the 
entry of the company’s works in any 
municipality subject to the consent of 
the municipality in question.

This was vigorously opposed by Mr. 
Prentice and one or two other represen­
tatives of the rural districts, but carried 
on a division first of 11 to 7, and then 
on a second taking of the vote being 
requested, by 13 to 9.

A similar

THURSDAY, February 16.
Practically all of this afternoon’s sit­

ting of the legislature was devoted to the 
consideration in committee of the Pro­
vincial Elections bill, it being after six 
o’clock when the committee rose, 
bill is without material change.

Prayers were read by Rev. A. B. Win­
chester.

or a
To amend the Succession Duty act.
To amend the Revenue Tax act.
To amend the assessment act.
An act extending the rights of the 

.•rnwu to prospect for minerals on rail­
way lands to all free miners.

Mr. Neill, in moving the second read­
ing of the uiu co auieuil cue v mage r ire 
■fiotectiou act, explained mai 
u measure in clie uii-ecciou of giviug a 
cerium measure ot seir-guverniuenc 
small

tuis was

The to
towns, and tor me purpose of les­

sening me uauger to sinu.i towns from 
tires.

l’rayers were read by Rev. A. B. Win­
chester.

PRIVATE BILL RECALLED.
Mr. Higgins presented the twelfth re­

port from the private bills committee, 
asking that the recommendation con- 
t.iined in their eleventh report berescind- 
'i. and that the petition of the Atlin & 

Southern Railway Co. for incorporation 
In- referred back to the committee, with 

days’ additional time in, which to 
report. The chairman of the committee 
explained that this petition had been re­
ported to the house on a misconception 
ihat the required notice had been given 
by the railway promoters.

The report was received and adopted. 
PROPERTY OWNERS PROTEST. 
Mr. Hall presented a petition from 

Hon. J. S. Helmcken and other residents 
of Victoria City, protesting against any 
amendment to the Municipal Clauses act 
by which the City of Victoria might be 
given increased power for the taxation 
of real estate not enjoyed by other city 
corporations. The petition asked that 
the words “ except the City of Victoria ” 
lie omitted from section 139.

The petition was received and ordered 
printed.

JUBILEE HOSPITAL AFFAIRS.

file second reading was unopposed.
. CORRESPONDENCE DESIRED.
The assurance having been given that 

there was no correspondence on the sub­
ject, Mr. Helmcaen asked mai Uis reso­
lution in connection wim me Placer Min­
ing bill be struck from the order paper, 
line second resolution standing 
name, for a return of correspondence on 
the subject of the repeal desired by me 
Dominion of the FroVineiai Labor itegu- 
luuon act, 1898, was agreed to.

REPORTED TO THE HOUSE.
Mr. Higgins, chairman of the private 

bills committee presented the thirteenth 
report of that committee, recommending 
the suspension of the rules to permit of 
the introduction of the petition for in­
corporation of the Atlin & Southern Rail­
way Company.

The report was received and adopted.
NEW LEGISLATION.

The following bills were introduced, 
read a first time, and set for second read­
ing at the next sitting of the house:

A hill to amend the Municipal Clauses 
act—Hon. Mr. Martin.

A bill to repeal certain of the provin­
cial statutes granting aid to railways— 
Hon. Mr. Martin.

A bill to amend the Public Dyking 
act, 1898—Hon, Mr. Semlin.

A bill to provide for special surveys— 
Hon. Mr. Martin.

A bill to amend the Trustees and Exe­
cutors act—Hon. Mr. Martin.

A bill to amend the Births, Deaths and 
Marriages act—Hon. Mr. Cotton.

A bill to amend the Inspection of (Met­
alliferous Mines act—Hon. Mr. Cotton.

CORRESPONDENCE ORDERED.
On the motion of Mr. Munroe, second­

ed by Mr. Kidd, a return was ordered 
of all correspondence between the late 
government and the late dyking commis­
sion of Sumas, with reference to the 
liabilities incurred by these commission­
ers.

As to the ex-

was lu Ins

MEASURES BY MESSAGE.
The four tills transmitted by message 

on Wednesday afternoon were consider­
ed in committee and reported, being read 
a first time, and set for second reading 
at the next sitting of the house.

In the committee Mr. Pooley reminded 
the Finance Minister of the stand he had 
taken in such matters while in opposi­
tion. He had then always maintained 
that the government at this stage should 
explain tne measures mtroduceu by mes­
sage, while the government of the day 
had held the contrary opinion. To be 
consistent Hon. Mr. Cotton would have 
to explain these bills now. Or was he 
prepared to admit that the course pur­
sued by the late government had been 
the proper one?

Hon. Mr. Cotton, smiling, asserted 
that he would proceed on the practice 
established.

Mr. Turner, followed by Mr. Bryden, 
pointed out the extreme latitude here 
allowed, to the collector, in the event of 
no application being necessary from the 
voter interested. The collector was in 
the position of being able to make a 
change in the name or initial—especially 
where a similarity of names existed—the 
voter for no fault whatever being de­
prived of his right to vote. They held 
that it should not be possible for the 
collector to make changes as contem­
plated, without the knowledge of the 
voter.

Hon- Mr. Martin stated that the pro­
posed authority to the collector was in­
troduced at the suggestion of as compe­
tent a collector as any one in the prov­
ince—Mr. Robson, of New Westminster, 
who had said that no matter how well a 
collector of votes might know names or 
initials to be wrong, he had under the 
old act no power to correct them. The 
government had no other desire in the 
matter than to see the lists correct. 
They were prepared to trust the collect- 

act dishonorably, even al-

mem-use

amendment proposed by 
Hon. Mr. Martin making the power of 
the company to erect their works on 
crown lands conditional upon the con­
sent of the Chief commissioner being 
obtained was also accepted by the 
mittee without a division.

The committee rose, reporting the bill 
complete with amendments.

Mr. Higgins moved, with Mr. Ralph 
Smith as seconder, for the appointment 

a select committee to consist of 
" Messrs. Booth, R. Smith, Deane, Bry- 
<len and the mover, to visit the Provincial 
Royal Jubilee hospital, Victoria, to in­
quire into the working of that institu­
tion. with power to send for persons and 
papers, take evidence and report the re­
sult of their inquiries to this house.”

The member for Esquimalt briefly ex­
plained that this Jubilee hospital was re­
ceiving generous aid from the province, 
and it was therefore the desire of every 
member of the house to see that the 
money so received was properly ex­
pended, and the institution maintained in 
such a manner as to entitle it to support.

Mr. llelmeken, as vice-president of the 
hospital in question, welcomed the reso­
lution now brought forward. The Jubi­
lee hospital was an institution in which 
every member of the house should take 
an active interest, and an institution in 
every way worthy qf the province of 
British Columbia. It was the only hos­
pital in the province presenting each year 
t" the government a full and detailed re- 
pnrt. • aiviniming for every dollar of its Mr. Booth being called to the chair, 
expenditure. He understood that the the house went into committee upon the 
morion of the member for Esquimalt had i bill to amend the Provincial Elections 
hi ' ll prompted by certain statements act. The introductory two paragraphs 
ihat had bron made to him with refer- were passed without comment being ex- 
"ik v to the admission of visitors after cited, and'section 3—the cause and foun- 
hours. dation of the bill—was then taken up.

Mr. Higgins corrected the honorable On this section Hon. Mr. Martin pro- 
gi'iitleman. It was on account of the posed an amendment, so altering the 
' harge being made that a disposition had wording that the exclusion from the 
!» i n shown on the part of the hospital ercise of the franchise shall include mem- 
i'i exclude free patients. bers of the civil service in receipt of

Mr. Helmcken accepted the correction salaries of $300 per annum and upwards 
ami denied that any free patient had —instead of not less than $25 per 
been refused admittance except on the month. The amendment also stipulated 
authority of the medical officers deem- that the provisions of the act shall not 
mg such proposed patient unfit for hospi- apply to ministers of the crown or public 
la I cure. For the benefit of the house school teachers, while expressly stipulat- 
aiiil m order to facilitate the initiation of ;ng for the exclusion from voting of soi­
lin' inquiry, Victorias senior member diers, sailors or officers of Her Majes- 
limeeeded to recite facts and figures in ty's forces “on full pay.”

■ "Tinoction with the hospital, which he There had been no notice given in the 
i-" ls‘‘<iucntly placed in Mr. Higgins usuai way and Mr. Helmcken vigorously 
hands calculated to form the basis of protested in consequence. Such an 
ne proposed investigation. amendment in all fairness to the members
Hon. Mr. Martin had found Mr Helm- oJ* th h shouId have d through 

ik.-n s information and figures very in- the prescribed course-and if the At- 
ivresting, but held that they were de- tomey-General had' not given notice in 
he no mJ'y dllr Ltienf the required form it would be in order

failed to see why the <£t /«-r head here £ let the matter stand over un-
nrkldirlMmitoinh There mteht be roal Mr. Martin declared that the salient 
tario or Manitoba. Inere might be rea- ( .An,__ , ,, .
sons, but he had never yet seen them of the amendment relating to the
cited. The subscription from the prov- ! ofntha. common school teachers
inee was the largest individual item in | [0™ .the operation of the act had been
the receipts of the Victoria hospital, and ,*° *5? house, while the other
he hoped to see some reason- advanced lH>mls dealt with were merely matters of
for the increased maintenance cost per sn>au detail.
capita of hospital patients in British I Mr- Turner energetically opposed the 
Columbia l Passase of the section even as amended,

Mr. Heimcken was glad that this point the principle involved being in direct op- 
also had been raised, as it was one to Position to the established principle of 
which the directors of the hospital had free government—no taxation without 
given very careful attention, and on representation.. If the government pro- 
which they would be prepared to thor- posed next to introduce a bill to exempt 
oughly satisfy the committee of inquiry all civil servants affected from taxation 
and the house. It had been exhaustively of any sort there would be a measure of 
dealt with in former hospital reports, consistency in it, but not otherwise, 
and these would at once be placed in the There was also manifest inconsistency, 
possession of the proposed committee. not to say injustice, in dividing the civil 

Mr. Kellie held that an inquiry of this service into two classes; and it was noth- 
nature had been proven necessary in the ing short of preposterous to say . that a 
case of the Jubilee hospital. He had man in the employ of the government 
hirtfself applied for the admission of a should be entitled to vote if he were 
poor patient from Kamloops, who had, j in receipt of a salary of $24.75 per 
however, been refused on the score that month, but that his fellow 
he was suffering from an infectious or 
contagious disease. If, when the gov­
ernment was giving something like 
#40,000 or $50,000 per annum to the hos­
pitals. such patients xvere to be refused 
care and treatment, he thought that he 
for one would be in favor of closing out 
such grants altogether.

Mr. Helmcken explained that 
had been some misunderstanding with 
regard to the case Mr. Kellie had re- 

This patient had been
to the hospital at 

Kamloops, and then came here; the 
authorities of the Jubilee hospital wanted 
to know, quite naturally, why he had 

at Kamloops. He dis-

com-
nf

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Mr. Kellie asked the Chief Commis­

sioner of Lands and Works:
“1. What amount was voted last ses­

sion to construct a wagon road from Rev­
elstoke to canyon of Columbia river?

“2. Name of gold commissioner in 
charge of expenditure?

“3. Did the government take any steps 
to ascertain the value of work done after 
the expenditure had been made?

“4. If so, when was the examination 
made, and by whom?

“5. The amount of value rendered, as 
per report, if any?"

Hon. Mr. Semlin replied: “].) $6,000. 
(2.) J. D. Sibbald. (3.) Yes. (4.) In Oc­
tober, 1898, by A. D. Cumm" ig, C.E. 
(5.) $3,935—according to the estimate of 
Mr. Gumming.”

PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS ACT.

PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS BILL.
Committee was then resumed on the 

Provincial Elections bill, with Mr. Booth 
as chairman, Mr. McPhillips’ amendment 
to sub-section (j) of section 8 being tak­
en up.

Hon. Mr. Martin thought it might meet 
the approval of the house and some ef 
the objections of gentlemen opposite to 
let the section stand, but require that 
the names should be posted but two 
weeks instead of two months, and also, 
that one month’s residence in a particu­
lar constituency instead of two months, 
should be adopted.

Mr. McPhillips thought it would per­
haps be well to make the list open until 
the date of nomination, instead of as he 
had proposed, until the date of the issue 
of the writ.

Mr. McPhillips’ amendment was de­
feated, and the section as altered by the 
Attorney-General adopted.

In passing, Mr. MePhillips directed at­
tention to the fact that it was proposed 
to so amend the law as to make it pos­
sible for a return to be made to the 
Lieutenant-Governor at some other placi- 
than Victoria. He did not know that it 
would be any grievous loss, but was Vic­
toria to lose the Lieutenant-Governor?

Several members objected to the man­
ner in which the question had been pre­
sented and Mr. McPhillips withdrew his 
remark.

Hon. Mr. Martin did not think that 
any portion of the province would go in­
to mourning over the location of the resi­
dence of the Lieutenant-Governor. He 
did not, however, answer the question.

In connection with the proposal that 
the election in Cassiar he held on the 
same date as in other parts of the prov­
ince,

Mr. Eberts directed attention. to the- 
many disadvantages operating in this 
northern district, making such a course 
practically impossible with the present 
very inadequate means of communicat­
ing with the several sections of the Cas­
siar district. He entered fully into the 
difficulties encountered by the late gov­
ernment in this direction.

Hon. Mr. Martin declared the manner 
in which the Cassiar election had last 
been conducted an outrage upon the prov­
ince. That election had been nothing 
more than a farce; the government had: 
sent the returning officer through, and he 
had held elections from day to day in 
different places, only the friends of the 
government of the day being notified that 
a vote would be taken. He believed that 
the election, if tested in the courts, would 
not be held to be legal.

Mr. Eberts challenged the truth of 
Attorney-General’s 

which he hurled back iu that gentleman’s 
teeth. Briefly reviewing all the circum­
stances in connection with the Cassiar 
election he showed that totally and spe­
cifically 
General
statement in this regard he observed 
that—as the Attorney-General had vol­
unteered a few days before—if his word 
was not sufficient on the matter he was 
quite prepared to make affidavit to ail he- 
had said.

Hon. Mr. Martin accepted the state­
ment of the ex-attorney-general.

Mr. Helgesen thought that the age ef 
voting should be 18 instead of 21, and 
moved accordingly.

Hon. Mr. Martin would prefer striking 
out the sex qualification to making this 
change, which, however, met with some 
favor in the house, and was rejected by 
but two votes, on a division of 12 to 10.

On the last section of the bill Mr. Mc- 
Phillips entered a vigorous objection— 
this being the section to provide new lists 
for each of the four Coast cities. The 
junior member for Victoria contended 
that if it were held that the lists were 
defective they should be revised, but not 
thrown away altogether, as proposed. It 
was also unfair to single out the cities 
for this action; if the lists were so in­
correct they should be made new for all 
the province. The legislation suggested 
in this regard was altogether too drastic, 
and might result in men who had lived 
in the province for a quarter of a cen­
tury being disfranchised solely because 
they chanced to be out of the city at the 
time of the making of the new lists. 
He denied that things were as bad in 
Victoria as represented, and opposed 
such legislation as this—which meant 
that according to this government’s 

(Continued on Page Five).

UNSANITARY CHINESE.
Mr. Deane moved, with Mr. Tisdall as 

seconder, that the attention of the 
ernment be directed to the urgency of 
enforcing the sanitary regulations laid 
down in the Provincial Health act wher­
ever Chinese congregate, whether in 
municipalities or unorganized districts.

In explanation of the resolution, the 
member for Yale said that the question 
of the unsanitary conditions prevailing 
among the Chinese had time and again 
been reported upon by the sanitary offic­
ers throughout the province. These con­
ditions were a two-fold source of danger 
to the public, in that they jeopardized 
the public health, and the cheap living 
of the Chinese enabled them to compete 
at an advantage with white labor.

Mr. Helgesen supported the resolution, 
with a reference to the Chinese as the 
filthiest, dirtiest, most dangerous and 
most repulsive race represented in Brit­
ish Columbia.

The resolution was adopted.
COMPENSATION TO CATTLE 

OWNERS.
Mr. ICidd asked the Minister of Agri­

culture: What amount was paid out of 
the revenue of the province prior to the 
30th June, 1898, to compensate owners 
of cattle killed or ordered to be killed by 
inspectors, bacause of tuberculosis? and 
what amounts have been paid for the 
same purpose since the date mentioned?

To the first question Hon. Mr. Cotton 
replied $437.50, and to the second “noth­
ing."

gov-

ors not to 
though they were employees of the late 
government—and knowing their men and 
methods, it was perhaps not to be won­
dered at that the supporters of that 

government Were suspicious of 
crooked work.

Mr. Turner, while expressing fullest 
confidence in the gentlemen now serving 

collectors of votes-, observed that there
___ telling how soon their services
might be dispensed with. What he com­
plained of was that the sub-section under 
consideration would permit the falsifica­
tion of the voters’ list.

“ Well, let it go, then,” said Hon. Mr.
“ it’s nothing important. I’d

As to the qualification of soldiers and 
sailors as voters—there was no specific 
declaration in the law of England against 
them as a class—and this was what the 
government of British Columbia propos^ 
ed. Indeed, the rule in England had 
been always to have the Channel squad­
ron home, with all other near-at-hand 
forces, in time ot an election, so that 
the members of the service might exer­
cise their franchise. Members on the 
opposition side made it a point always 
to prepare their arguments on law, pre­
cedent and fact, and as the member for 
Alberni had asserted that whether or not 
soldiers were allowed to vote it would 
always be in the power of the command­
ing officer to confine them to quarters, 
he presented an authority to the con­
trary. Robers on Elections, the stand­
ard work in England, stated distinctly 
that no commanding officer under the 
law of England could do so—the law 
provided that on election day the men 
should be kept in barracks, except those 
on outpost or picket duty, or those who 
desired to vote. This certainly was 
proof sufficient of thé unsoundness of the 
member’s statement in this connection.
As for himself, he heartily disapproved 
of any special legislation against a 
body or class of men—and this was what 
was here proposed. There was no simi­
lar legislation in the Mother Land or in 
the colonies, putting the military and the 
navy under the ban even in the event of 
their complying in the highest degree 
with all the conditions of citizenship, as 
defined by the general law of the land.

In concluding his remarks, the junior 
member for Victoria moved that all por­
tions of the section after “deputy sher­
iffs" be struck out.

Mr. Neill, replying to the observations 
of the last speakers on the subject of 
the military vote, still maintained that 
it would be possible for a commanding 
officer so inclined, to keep his mêti in 
barracks on election day. He might for 
example order all out for the day on fa­
tigue duty.

Col. Baker had a word to say with 
reference to Mr. Neill’s remarks on the 
question of residence qualifications. Mr.
Neill had said for the purpose of divert­
ing attention from Mr. Turner's argu­
ment, that by the law framed by the late 
government, a man living in the coun­
try 365 days was entitled to a voté, 
whereas the man living here 364 days 
was not. And here all the government 
members had laughed uproariously, as 
if a huge joke were presented. But look 
at the law now presented, and what, 
would be found? That the man living 
in the country 182 days would have a 
vote, while the man living here 181 could 
not! Why did not the members on the 
government side laugh at this?

Led by Hon. Mr. Martin, several of
ob!diZ?vberS 0a the right ChUCkled Hon. Mr. Martin-Not at all. He

Hon Dr. McKechnie continued the de- ^ctionin yictona was ^
bate.' He defended the limitation of the -, .al aad ““aginary 1pff Jive an 
voting power in the civil service to per- Ûn/nfluencld^ptoion, and did it- Where 
sons earning $300 or more per annum, ex- Mr Hume had only 15 of a majority be- 
plaming that it was thus intended to f. rr i... yi;l!i now a sweeping majority, save from disqualification thos^such as 'Tvok^BosZ* waTKe with ‘the 
janitors or schools, public buildings, etc. pUrse
-who were not dependent upon their sal- Aft’er 8ome furtb<>r debate, Mr. Mo- 
anes from the province for their live»- Phinipe moved to amend the sub-seetion 
hood, but made such earnings supple- to proTide that changes might only be 
ment their earnings in some other avo- raadB — the application of the person 
cations—and who could not therefore be directly interested 
classed as civil servants in the real mean- Thia amendment was loet. 
mg of the term. Mr. McPhillips then moved

Mr. Eberts devoted his attention chief- amendment to stfb-section (j) that it be 
ly to Mr. Maepherson’s statements on parmissible for the names of persons en- 
Tuesday, disputing the Vancouver mem- titled to be upon the fist to be placed 
ber’s proposition that the enfranchise- there up to the date of the writ of elec- 
ment of the civil service in England was tion. The sub-section proposed to be so 
resultant upon the adoption there of com- amended read:
petitive civil eervice examinations. The “The register of votes as revised above 
fact of the matter was that the admis- shall be certified to by the collector, shall 
sion of the civil service to the right of be printed by the Queen’s Printer, and 
the ballot in England had been in conse- shall be the list used at any election 
quence of the adoption of the secret bal- which may take place before the next re­
lot—as there was a reason for not per- vision has been completed.” 
mitting them to vote when the open vote Mr. Eberts, Mr. Turner and Mr. Mc- 
was taken. The right of members of the Phillips pointed out how this section as 
English civil service to vote was in no originally framed would disfranchise 
way connected with the adoption of com- many people in the province—people who, 
petitive examinations. That right was for example, might leave their homes in 
the direct outcome of the adoption of the the cities to spend the summer months in

Mr. Speaker Forster was somewhat 
misrepresented in yesterday’s issue of the 
Colonist. His refusal to receive the 
amendment introduced by Mr. McPhil­
lips early in the second day’s debate on 
the second reading of the Elections 
Tuesday, was accompanied by the refer­
ence to the procedure laid down in May 
upon which Mr. Ellison’s subsequent 
amendment was based. The objection to 
the latter was that it was not properly 
prefaced, and was therefore not in shape 
to be presented to the house.

late
bill

as
was no

A bill which, although short, is likely 
to excite considerable opposition in the 
house, is that which the Attorney-Gen­
eral presented yesterday, and which pro­
vides for the admission of barristers and 
solicitors without the six months’ resi- • 
deuce qualification, or publication in the 
Gazette. It is also provided that gradu­
ates of the Royal Military College of 
Canada shall be placed on the same 
footing as university graduates; arid 
section 72 of the existitig law is repealed, 
by which practice by an unqualified bar­
rister or solicitor is now construed as a 
coutempt of court.

The bill to amend the Villages Fire Pro­
tection act, which is in the name of Mr. 
Neill, provides an interpretation for 
“ town ” as any neighborhood in which 
at least 25 persons reside and which shall 
have been laid out as a registered town- 
site. Additional power is given to fire 
wardens to “ regulate the Storing of 
powder or other explosives, and the 
working of industries or places of a 
character likely to cause danger from 

The experience of Alberni from 
last year’s bush fires is the foundation 
for the measure.

Martin;
rather let it drop than waste the time of 
the house.”

Mr. Turner continued his argument 
against the sub-section, and Hou. Mr. 
Martin again interrupted.

“ What’s the use of talking about it 
now,” he observed. “ 1 said I would 
meet yon and drop it.”

Mr. Turner insisted that the sub-sec­
tion was still before the committee, and 
he had a right, which he proposed to 
exercise, to express his views in the 
house.

“ All right,” said Hon. Mr. Martin, “ I 
think now that we will keep it in.”

Mr. Deane interpreted the remarks of 
the leader of the opposition as constitut­
ing a gross insult to the members of the 
government side of the house, and suck 
insult having been offered, would insist 
upon the retention of the snb-seetion. 
The leader of the opposition had no right 
to impute dishonorable motives to any 
honorable member.

ex-

*
A SLIGHT AMENDMENT.

On consideration of" the report on the 
Bureau of Mines bill;'a new sub-section 

added to section 2, providing that 
nothing in the sub-section shall apply to 
persons who already hold certificates of 
efficiency under the examination pre­
scribed by section 12 of the Bureau of 
Mines act. .

The bill as so amended will be read a 
third time to-morrow.
MUNICIPAL CLAUSES AMEND­

MENT ACT.
Mr. Deane, in moving the second read­

ing of his bill to amend the Municipal 
Clauses Amendment act, explained it as 
a measure in the direction of providing 
relief for certain towns incorporated 
since 1892, Kamloops more particularly, 
with respect to the qualification of mayor 
and aldermen. It diet not afford a solu­
tion of the vexed problem of what shall 
constitute municipal qualification, but 
would be especially welcomed in a num­
ber of cities, Kamloops being one of 
them.

Mr. Turner inquired if any representa­
tions had been received from the more 
important cities of the province, suggest­
ing that the proposed reduction of the 
qualification would 4 be received with 
favor? What did the cities of Victoria 
and Vancouver think of the proposal?

Mr. Deane in answer pointed out that 
the measure applied only to such cities 
and towns as have been incorporated 
since 1892.

Mr. Macpherson alsb stated that the 
bill had no application to the cities of 
Victoria and Vancouver. He favored 
the bill.

Mr. Gréen opposed the measure, as 
either going altogether too far or not far 
enough. This bill was practically for 
nu other purpose than to qualify certain 
individuals at Kamloops.

Hon. Mr. Martin also held that its re­
stricted application condemned the bill. 
There should be a general property qual­
ification defined for the entire province, 
and it should be adhered to.

Mr. Helmcken remarked that this mat­
ter had been up on several occasions in 
various forms. It would be entirely dif­
ferent if Kamloops had come forward 
and asked for special relief in view of 
special and extraordinary circumstances. 
As the city had not so come forward, he 
could not see that the house would be 
justified in agreeing to the bill, and in 
amendment to the motion t for second 
reading he accordingly moved the six 
months’ hoist.

Mr. Booth opposed the bill in toto, and 
as he was quite prepared to give a nega­
tive vote now, be also opposed the 
amendment. He favored one law, and 
only one, for all the province.

Hon. Mr. Martin took issue with Mr. 
Booth, and looked upon the motion for 
the six months’ hoist as the most em­
phatic form provided for expressing dis­
approval. If the house merely negatived 
the motion for second reading, it might

fire."Hon. Mr. Martin explained that the 
necessity for the sub-section arose from 
the fact that no applications were made 
by the persons interested, and there was 
therefore no machinery for securing a 
correct list unless such a provision were 
made as now proposed. It was a good 
section, he maintained, although not a 
very important one—not sufficiently im­
portant to justify a long debate. It was 
for this reason that he had been willing 
to concede the point. He had changed 
his mind now and would press the sec­
tion. It tftd been said by gentlemen 
opposite that the government were anx­
ious to introduce every kind of legislation 
calculated to prevent the voice of the 
people being expressed through the ballot. 
This he denied. Whenever the people 
had a* opportunity to voice their opinions 
fairly, and squarely as to the cour* of 
the government, as in the Nelson elec­
tion yesterday, the verdict was in favor 
of the government and would continue 
to be.

Mr. MePhillips inquired whether the 
Attorney-General did not regard the 
election in Victoria City a short time ago 
as expressing the. feeling of the people 
just as much as the bye-election at Nel­
son.

The pertinent portion of the bill to 
amend the revenue tax act, introduced by 
message yesterday, is as follows: “Every 
employer of labor within the meaning of 
this act shall be liable to all the provi- 

of this act with regard to persons 
in his employ, and as to all persons who 
work for him, or in his premises, or in 
connection with his business, whether 
such persons are employed directly by 
him or indirectly through a contractor 
for labor. Such employer of labor shall 
have the right to deduct from the 
amount payable to such contractor ali 

paid by him to the government 
tax, for any men furnished 

contractor, and such

SIOIIS

sums
as revenue 
by him to such 
contractor may deduct the same from 
the amount due by him to such men re- 
spcctively.”

As “ An act to amend the Assessment 
act,” the bill for the repeal of the mort- 

tax came before the legislature yee- 
Sections 3 and 4 of the new 
read as follows: “ (3). Sub-

the statements.

the charges of the Attorney- 
were untrue, and as to his owngage 

terday. 
measure
section 19 of section 3 of said chapter 
179, is hereby amended by striking out 
the words ‘ except such debts as are se­
cured by mortgage upon his real estate, 
or are unpaid on account of the purchase 
money therefor.’ (4). Where any real 
ot* personal property is assessed ^Tinder 
the provisions of said chapter 179, no 
mortgage or other charge or encum­
brance upon such real estate or personal 
property shall be assessed."

The bill to amend the County Court 
act, just introduced in tha legislature, 
amends the qualification required by 
county court judges by striking out the 
seven years* residence condition; and 
also repflAi that part of the act confer­
ring upon the Westminster judge juris­
diction in Vancouver. Power is given 
for the appointment of a deputy judge in 
any county; and section 30 (relating to 
the cancellation of liquor licenses) is re­
pealed. As an amendment to section 
44 of the old act, the following limita­
tion sub-section is added: “ No injunc­
tion or interim order shall be granted 
under this section except for a limited 
time, sufficient to give the party in whose 
favor the same is granted, time to apply 
for the same relief to a judge of the 
Supreme Court.”

Petitions for the amendment of the 
Mechanics’ Lien act are now before the 
legislature from Revelstoke, Vernon, 
Vaucouver and Kaslo. the following be­
ing the substance of each and all : “ The 
petition of J. A. Sayward and others 
humbly sheweth: (1.) That your petition-

_ employee at
$25.00 per month should not exercise the 
franchise. The natural conclusion would 
be that the man iw receipt of the better 
salary would be the man possessing su­
perior ability or intelligence, and there­
fore more to be entrusted with the voting 
powers. The attitude of the government 
on this subject was perhaps not more 
preposterous, however, than their conduct 
in turning out employees against whom 
no fault could be found, without notice, 
and which only a few days’ portion 
of the salaries due to them.

Hon. Mr. Martin denied that this had 
been done. “Give us an instance—a sin­
gle instance,” he said.

Mr. Turner replied that he could cite 
dozens of instances—and the Attorney- 
General well knew it. Employees had 
been dismissed in the middle of their 
month, or having worked but a few days 
in the month, without notice, and with­
out payment for the unexpired portion 
of the month. This was something that 
no business man would do, and some­
thing that he could not do legally. What 
business man engaging his employees by 
the month would think for one moment 
of so dealing with them? This was. how­
ever, but another illustration of the char­
acteristics of the present government— 
it was part of their picayune policy to 
cheat the poor worker out of a few days’ 
pay, relying on the fact that the em­
ployee so unfairly dealt with could not 

for justice, the crown being the em­
ployer, and it being impossible to insti-

there

re­ferred to. 
fused admittance

out

been refused 
puted the argument of the member for 
Revelstoke that persons suffering from 
infectious or contagious disease should 
be admitted to the general hospitals to 
spread their maladies among other 
patients. Direst results would inevit­
ably follow such a course, which no 
reasonable man would advocate.

The résolu! km was accepted.
KAMLOOPS & ATLIN RAILWAY.

as an

In passing Hon. Mr. Martin suggested 
that private members should see to it 
that their bills were printed and advanc­
ed as quickly as possible. Otherwise 
these might find the session ending sud­
denly and their legislation defeated 
through no desire on the part of the gov­
ernment. He referred particularly to 
the report on the Kamloops & Atlin 
Railway Company bill (Mr. Helmcken)
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