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" e North Pacific” Railway.

Everythiog betokons & thorough
carnestness on the part of the promoters
of the North Pacific Railway. Edwin
1 Johneon, Chief Engineeg’ has made
s long report to the Board of Directors
of that Company. The report has been
printed; and a few of its salient points
may not prove altogether uninteresting
{o our readers. It embodies the results
of General Tilton’s observations and sar-
vey#, made in the Gascadp -Range two

oars ago, a8 well as those made by
Geperal Spaulding of the Eastern Divi-
sion in the same year. - A"h"d: h,em,‘*e_t .
remark upon the happy use to Which the

: : ; Oa-man and the: i of 8 av | gether a- betterslo oraft thapeny stern~
TUnited States ls,, or  gome of |'Canada and the opening of a rallway |8 el - e i
08 FAnAKMGL MW Ot oo ok 2 e L Lbeolwra hilens . RN bins us,
them at least are-| '8 - HGW;_‘&: th“‘ ingro vt ,ﬂf Ay ‘Lﬁéf” ﬂiterop‘msggla ge and well "
much better for mavnkind, how much | greater prosperity. ‘Phe result of the [ fitkings up are good, and better a
: ; wants of a travelling community than'any

mor :
talents should be devoted to the explora~
tion of the great heritage entrusted to
their care, and the planning and execu~
tion of those great achievements of en-
giueering ¢kill and energy so- eminently
calculated to conduce to the wellbeing
of millions of the human .race.' and which
gre destined to place their country on
the bighest pinnacle of national
greatness——how much better, we  say,
that they should be thus employed than
in seeking to extend the borders and
enrich the coffers 9£ their country by
carnage and spoliation. 1f they have
got turoed their gwords into plough-
shears they have ab least turned them
into the engineer's compass which may
be ne less bencficial to bumanity. Re~
turning to the tbhread of our subject and
accompanying General Tilton to -the
great meuntain system, we find Sno=~
qualmie Pass to be 4,625 feet above’tide
water; Cowlitz Pass 4,210 feet, and
Cady’s Pass 5,117 fests The General
sums up thus :—*T consider theso sur-
veys have clearly shown that the Cas-
cade Range of mountains can be. crossed
at a maximum grade-of, £ay, 70 feet per
mile on the westerno slope.*’: *In Wash-
ington Territory,’ says the report, “iLhe
interests of the Company - will be best
promoted by an early location of tl{e
branch line along the Columbia. This
will sectire that vallev from the grasp of
o rival and powerful compsny whose
offorts to possess it will Bot cease so
long 88 it remains naoocn,p.x_qd,”..L; Inj
regard to the ‘easteraxs';gxmmpaj‘ it is
found that the only eligible points at}
the head of Liak~ Superior are at orj|
near the mouth of the St. Liouis river
on Superior Bay. Twelve years obser:
vation gives seven months as the mean
length of time each season when the har~
bors of Superior is free fromice, thuspoint~
ing to the necessity for a continuous line
to the Atlautic sea~board. The valae of
the land grant Mr Johnson estimates
at $17,000,000, which ~ will, however,
be greatly increased by the completion
of the road. To the report ‘& table of
distapces is appended which pos:esses
much interest. From this table it aps
pears that the distance from New York
to Paget Sound by the Northern' Pacis
fic lipe is 3,040 wiles, while the distance
from New York to San Fravcisco by
the Union Pacific line is 3,412 miles
From New York to Shanghai via Chi-
cago and San Francisco, the distance is
10,423 miles, while the distance bes
tween the same points via Chicago and
the North Paeific line is but 8,856, Dis~
tances to Japan and Northern China are
relatively less by the Northern Pacific
line. Who can possibly doubt that tho
difference between 10,423 miles and 8,-
856 miles imports the ultimate trinmph
of & more northerly line of ra.ilwa.iy as
the great highway of the nations ? The
difference is mearly onefifth. When
commercial locomotion shall have been
reduced to the finest point of mileage
that onefifth must unquestionably
deicde the issue. But distance is not
the only element of difference in favour
of the northerly route. The line will
traverse s country much better adapted
for settlement, and the coal supply will be
close at haud. In view of all these faets
1t is impossible to believe that the
trafiic of the nations will prefer the more
goutherly and circuitous route. But
what is there in all this, the reader
may ask, that concerns us? Much,
very much. The Northern railway will
touch the waters of ‘the Pacific within
three or four’hours steam of our own
door. Is it nothing to us that the
world’s highway shall pass under our
veory nose { Is it nothing to us that
within a stone’s tbrow shall spring op &
centre of population and of commerce
greater far than San Francisco, or even
New York? It is this much to us:
Victoria will take advantage of her
natural position and magnificent har-
bours, and share in the glory—be carried
onward in the wave of prosperity ; or
she will be absorbed like the drop be~
fore the wave. She will either throw
wide open her portals and draw all na-

o creditable to themselves, that their arbitration on the company’s claims in

perty could be sold.  With regard to;

the great whirlpool, and lose her eotity.
But what of our own railway ? If the
Northern Pacific possesses such tangible
advantages over the Union Pacific,
what of our own, which, in distance, 1n
gradients, in fertility of soil, in salubrity
of climate, in quality, quantity and
facility of coal supply, possesses enor-
mous advantages over all competitors ?
What of it ? Is John Ball asleep? Has
Britaunia ceased to be mistress of the
geas ! Are Eoglishmen no longer to
be the world’s carriers ? These are
questions which urgently demand a prao-
tical answer.

The Huason Bay Company.

The statement of the Company up to
31st May last exhibits upon the whole
a satisfactory result, The profits for
the year amounted to £71,5633, as com~
pared with £54,874 in 1866-7, and £89,-
464in 1865-6. The directors look for-
ward hopofuily to the anuexation of
British Columbia to the Dominion of

Oregon had not been announced. It
only remained, however, for-the com-
missioners to make tbeir award. The
report referred to the premises in Fens
church-street, which were entered in
the accounts as of the value of £13,r
812, stating that it was notorious that
if sold they would produce a much
larger sum, aud that a olaim was ad-
vaoced on the part of the company’s
officers abroad that the premises in
Fenchurch-street should be reckoned at
their true value, and that the fur trade
should be credited with the amount of
the advance in their value. Vice-Chan-
cellor Giffard comfirmed this claim, and
directed that the premiscs shuuld be
considored as annually angmented in
value from the first of June, 1860, until
reaching & maximum value of £55,000
ip Juoe, 1865, and to be continucd at
that amount in the years 1866 and 1867,
The final issus of -the adjustments of
the accounts between the company and
its officers was a credit of £i1,618 to
accouuts of the offieers interested or
their'fepresentatives, in respect of two-
fifths of the resulting gain, and of £17»
425 to the eompany a8 their share  of
the declared increased value, together
with interest on the re=stated capital
advanced for carrying on the fur trade,
The premises being as yet unsold a sepa-
rate accouut, “gain on premises in Fen-
charchsstreet,” would be kept; of this
transaction antil such time as the pro-

the. 2500 upissued ' shares beld by the
company they had been reckoned among |
the assets at the market price of the
day on which the accounts were made
up—namely, £12 10s. per share, instead
of ai par, as was previouly done. Look:
ing to the position and prospects of ithe
company, tbe committes recommended
a dividead of 8s. per share, which, ad~
ded to the interim dividend of 6s, per
share paid in Jaoaury last, would make
14s. per share for the year, as against
12s. in 1867-8, leaving & balance of
£80,739, as agaiost £29,206 left in July,
1868. - The balance sheet showed that
£937,288 was invested in the fur trade
and the balance of capital as on the
1st of June 1863, £1,073,193. The
capital of the company was £2,000,000.
g:g——:

Thursday August &
City Couucil,

The Council met on Tuesday pight, His
Worship the Mayor:in the Chair. Mr Bun-7
ster, the new Councillor for James Bay

Ward, was introduced by Councillor McKay
and took his seat. Action was taken  with
regard to certain nuisances on Johnson and
Yates streets. A communication from the
Colonial Secretary was read, stating that the

Executive had adopted the school boundaries-

had agreed to place $1500 at the disposal of
the Council for the payment of three teachers,
Several accounts were submitfed  and re-
ferred to the Fioance Committee. His Wors
‘ship drew the attention of the, Couneil to
the etate of the bridge near, the White
Horse, and to the fact of the Firemen baving
frequently to dv duty outside the city limits.
The Council went into Committee of the
Whole upon the draft of an address for:pre=
sentation to His Excellency Governor Mus-
grave upon his arrival. The address baving
been disposed of the Council adjourned till’
Tuesday next. : :

Brizr Mextion.—A telegram from To-
t&nto, dated July 26th, says: Instractions
are received from Oitawa to have gunboats
oa the stocks ready for immediate gervice,
Rumors of a Fenian ‘miove are supposed to
be the cause of the order. Itis scarcely
conceivable that, with the disastrous results
of the first raid fresh in their memory, and
with the words of Attorney-General Hoar
gtill viogiog in their ears, another raid is
really contemplated.....The ejection of
Granville Murray from bis club would ap=
pear to indicate that his ¢ affair of honor”
was not an honorable affair. It will be
recollected that on the 8th of last month,
Lord Carrington was up before the London

Police Court, charged with assault and pro~
voking Farwell and Murray to fight a duel.
His Lordship was finally found guilty of as-~

proposed by his Worship the Mayor, and | ¥

sault on Murray, and was placed under bonds

Mainland Items from a Correspondent.

Sopa Creek, July 27.
Good paying prospects have been found in
the White Pine and thbe Felix;and on Satar-
day last a prospect of 53¢ ounces to-14 buck«
ots of dirt was struck in  the -McDowell.
1 hese three claims lie at the confluence of
Conklin Gulch with French Oreek, and pos-
itively determine a well defined, rich and ex-
tensive 12ad throughout a distance of 2400
feet. How much longer no one knows, This
ground, lying as it does withia one mile of
Barkerville and haviag been walked over by
thousands and thousands of men;anxious pros-

pectors at that, shows conclusively that we
kuow nothing, comparatively nothing, of the
richness of - Cariboo. Victorians and -old

that their old customer and friend J S Floyd
is fortanate enough t6 own an interest in each
of the above claims, o

The steamer Victoria, Captain G B Wright,
intended for the Soda Creek and Quesaclle
trade, has made a satisfactory trial trip.
Her mackivery works well and is’in fplendid
order. 'She handles beausifully;and is alto-

of the sternwheelers in this.colony. Success
to the Victoria! = She 1s now fairly at work
and her owners may well be proud of her.

A prospecting party, consisting of Thos.
Spence, “Jno. Melntyre and Chas. Morse,
started from Quesnelle ou Monday last for
Salmon River, some 400 miles up'the Fraser,
The Viotoria took the party as far up the
river as was safe and started them off with
a God speed. ix
News from the Forks of Quesnelle says that
on Tuesday July 20th (the same day og which
the darkness prevailed on Williams creek)
a terrific tornade swept over and along the
valley of Quesvelle River. Such was the
strength of the wind that trees measaring 18
inBhee in diamefer were taken op by tbe roots
aod carried long distances,  Oo both sides
of the river trees were strewed in every di-
rection. While this was going on the fire
in the woods raged with ‘tremendous: vigour’
and flaming branches were carried long die-
tances, 'Lhe towo of Quesnelle nsrrowly
escaped being burned down, the building
formerly used as a jail beiog the ouly one
barot. © Garden &pots put in by micers are
completely destroyed ; ibe root crops, such as
potatoes, turpips, &c., were burned in the
ground. Along the river mivers only eaved-
themgelves by lcwering themselves into the
water by means of ropes, oceasionally eoming
4> the surface for air. -Kwong Lee & Co.’s
agents say that there are 60 chinamen yel to 1
be heard from. - Several white men.have sul-
fered from burns, but-so lar 1 have not heard
of anythioz fatal. e )
The steamer Victoria, which left Quesnelle
on the 27th, bas not yet arrived, the’ smoke
and fog being so dense sbe could not make
the trip and is tied up at Coroish Bar. The
whole counatry to the north and east of us is
apparently on fire. *' R, ATtinh o
1t 18 now definitely known that the crop of
cerea's this year will qog;pgggge‘;i;&;e_“t};ird
ol LBR SR TRSE TR, . 1 1oP sne torde o
E. Toomey killed a 14 month old ealt
which weighed, dressed, 55010s. “Thie is not
regarded as much over the average here,

July 29th.

The particalars of the burniog of the ten
Cbinamea mioers, referred to in the Cariboo
Sentinel are a8 nearly as possible as follows :
They were working on- a oreek oalled
Beaver Creek, and saw large fires .in the vi-
cinity. - Shorily aiter noon the fire had work-
od round to the front of a guily, thus cufting
the miners off from the river; all of a Bud-
den'{caused, doubtless, by & sudden draft up
the gully) . they found:the fire increase in
volame an i making towsrds their.claim with
fearful rapidity. The whole company,
amounting to 16, started up the creek for
tbe dam, not over 50 or 60 feet frum where
they ‘were ~ at work, ‘bat 6 of the namber
reaehed - the water, - the others fell.vietime.
So great . was the speed of the devouriog
element that in most of the cases the cloth-
ing covering the bodies formed a-sort of
oater skin, parched, yet stickiog to the flesb;
in but:a few eases is the flesh consumed atall,
and .that only oun  the extremitiee, The
bodies will probably reach Quesneile in two
or three days, Those who were gaved are
suffering fearfully, in one case life'is ‘despair-
ed of, :
Considerable uneasiness was felt here till
esterday evening lest the town and bridge
at the Forks of Quesnelle had been destroyed;
news, however, reached town yesterday that
the fires had not extended io that direction.
At this place, during Tuesday afternoon last,
the air was completely darkened by ashes.
twigs and leaves, brought from the various
fires in the vicinity. FPersons arriving from
William Oreek say. that where a View can
be bad of the sutrounding couotry, such as
Boyd’s hill on Lightoiog, fires are ssen flame
ing up in every direction, and dense volumes
of smoke ascend,- g ir-end
making it difficult . to_breathe. The, darks
ness spoken of as taking place on William
Oreek did not extend below Beaver Pass,
nor was it as dens® there s at the creek, |
Herders of cattle” on the mountains report
the lowing and bellowing of: the cattle and
bleating of sheep as the great dagkness came
down as something piteons to listen to; in
some cases the cattle stampeded from point
to point head and tail erect, then stopping in
golemn silencé looked imploringly upward,
as if solicitiog said from above. lo cases
where the herders attempted fo follow they
were obliged to dismountand turn their horses
loose, the darkness makisg it dangerous to
attempt to ride, and the effect on the horses
was such as. to render it almost impoesgible
' {0 hold them. Men traveling alone on the
mountain trails are eaid to have lain down,
pot daring to move a step. :
I trust some of your friends on the creek
will give you a‘good desoription of the phes
nemenon as it appeared there, What I have
gathered concerning this great darkness, 88 it
is now called, is from parties who were in
the vicinity of, yet not at, Barkerville at the
time. ;

tions to her, or she will be sucked into

[ to keep the peace for teo months,

merchants particularly, will be glad to learn Ling the interests of the Atlantic Qable Com~

w ing, 8to. Thecabin hatobes, deok set-

ighted, her | te v
“P‘tgg“’ﬁhe bark is commanded by Capt.” Gaudin, well

.small boy school, under the manegement of a

{ rain before commenciog to roll out the dust,

French Canadian and an old pioneer, who

has been sick for some time, was being as-

gisted by his friends to the steamer with the

inteation of goiog below, when he suddealy

dropped dead. Heis a native of Ubateau~

guay, District of Montreal, Provinee of Que-~
bec. QUESNELLE.

Tae H. B, Co’s BARk LapyY LaMPgON.~—
The Lady Lampson is 412 tons register, and
has carrying room for 700 tons freight. She
is & new vessel, built at Sunderland snd
launched on the 23rd December last. She
takes her name from the lady of Sir Cartis
Lampson, ove of the magnates of Fencha-ch-
streot, an American by birth but naturalized
in England. Sir Cortis, it will be remember-
ed, wae knighted in 1866, in consequence
of the very active part he took in forward-

paoy Excepting Lord Lyodbarst who, hav-
ing been born in Boston before the colonies
rebelled, never claimed to be &n American
citizen, Sir Curtis is the first American
thus honoured. The Lady Lampson is
provided with all the late improved ap-
pliances, sach as patent windlasses, frames,

tees and bandrails are all of ‘teak. - The

known to meny of our readers as first officer
of the ‘Company’s bark Prince of Wales,.
The Lady Lampson is a model of neatness,
her condition after a long sea voyage reflect-
ing most' favourably upon the captain and
officers.

Tae Vicroria Scmoors.—It is pleasant to
know that the Government is working
energetically witb the Manicipal Council for
the promotion of the provisions of the Sehool
bill. The Central School building will be
devoted to the purposes of a female and

competent lady-teacher, and the present
Distriet School building will receive boys
above nine years of age, who will be taught
by Metsrs Jeegop and Burr, The "Trus‘ees
have decided to repair and improve both
buildings, The Dietrict School building
will be altered and devoted- entirely to the
purposes of education, and the chain~-gang
will be sent to pat the Spacious reserve in
comple @ otder for the recreative pleasures
of the youth. ;

DearH oF A DisTiNGUI:HED ENGINEER,—
Mr J. A. Roebling, designer and constrne-
tor of the first Niagara Suspension Bridge—
a marvel of mechanical ekill—died a few
days ago in New York eity, of lock-jaw,
cavsed by'injuries received by his foob being
jammed while surveying groucd for a great
bridge projected to coanect Brooklyn and
New York., Mr Roebling ‘was a German
by birth, and  was regarded in the Uoited
.States with the! same -sort. of interest that
Britons - eutertained “ for Stephenson and
Bragel. . -

‘Rock’ Crerx —News from Roek: Creek:is
to the 25:b July The flame company’s
workes are completed, and all they want is

The road from Fort' Hope to Kock Creek is
in a very bad condition.
raging and half burned trees block the pas=
sage. Government i3 not to blame for these
obsiractions; - but Government will be to
blame if the road be not put in travelliog or
der =0 soon a8 the fires abate,

RECEPTION OF GovERNOR M USGRAVE.—
The Mayor and Uouncil bave taken malters
connected with the reception of Goverper
Musgrave in' band in  real earnest. The
volunteers - will ‘assemble at bugle cull and.
proceed toact as his Excellency’s.estort, and

invitations -will be extended ifo:all pablic
bodies 10 join in the demonsjration, A

Qorporation, and will be presented on the
arrival of the Governor,

Capr, Josepa SurToN, known.to many,
British Columbians who have had .ogeasion
to visit the Hast and Europe: duriog the
pust few years, as the courteous and able
commander of the Panama steamer Mons
tana, died a fow days ago at San Francisco,
Capt. Sufton was & splendid specimen of a
British sailor, and was  originally’ a mid-
ghipman in the East India Service,

In taE OzNTRE—Mormondem is no longer
isolated. . The obief city of the BSeints is
pot now st the * ends of the earth,” but in
the centre of a great Republic,” How long

it tire-peculisr iostitution” ¢ndure the light
of day? How long will ose man be per-
mitted to have more than his due share of
wives, when so many have none?

GERMANIA SiNa VEREIN.—At a meeting of
the Germania Sing Verein, held Tuesday
night, the following officers were elected to
gerve for the ensuing term :—H F Heister-
man, President; F Sehly Secretary-and Treae-
urer ; J Lowen, Librarian.

Tar Paoific Railroad ‘has bad its first ac-
cident. - Near Salt Lake a freshet damaged
the track, and an engiue, three baggage and
a passenger, car fell through. One passenger
and the firemen were killed, -and the en-
gineer and two passengers geriously injured.

Trg QasLE,—The repeir of the Lopez Is-
land cable is progressing rapidly. In afew
days'we hope to-have tenewed communica-
tion with the mainland.

Tag steamer Lillooet will leave Yale for
New Westminster every Monday, instead of

The fres are still |

welooming address has been prépared by the:

Editorial Notes.

The editor of the Hamilton Spectator,
having received the appointment of
Emigration Commissioner for Ontario,
has been doing Scotland. Mr. White
bas been lectoring to large and respecta-
ble audiences,- and has everywhere
envoked the greatest interest, Not
unfrequently as many as 200 of his
hearers have remained to ask questions
regarding Canada, and it is generally
believed that quite a large emigration
of a most valuable class will set in
from the country lying North of the
Tweed.

The Alaska Times advocates the
establishment of military posts along
the coast, say, at the mouth of
the Taccoo River and at Chileat
village. 'These posts are said to be
pecessary in order to protect white ens
terprise in pursuit both of furs and
minerals, the Indians in some instances
evincing a disposition to fnterdict both
Reports are current that gold had been
fotind along:the - Taccoo, but that_the
Indians would not permit whites to

 asoend that stream. e

The French have a settlement in India,
—Chandernagore, on the banks of the
Hooghly. The only remnant of French
power in the north of India lingers here

more as a memento of the past than for
any practical purpose, It has been in
the possession of the French since 1672,
and was a city of 4000 brick houses
when Calcutta was a_village of mud
hovels. By aclause in an old treaty,
the French receive 300 chests of opium
annually for abstaining from trade in
this monopoly. 'They keep & Governor
at Chandernagore, at & salary of £500
per anoum, and maintain an army of 50
Sepoys.

There would appear to be little doubt
that the startling phenomenon witnessed
on William Creek on the 20th ultimo

was the result of a tornado.  These
tornados, although new to the people
of Cariboo, are not uncommon ocourren-
ces in more sontherly latitudes. - Tor-
padoes in the ‘Rocky. Mountains have
been witnegsed by =more than one in
this community: .The, phenomena dise
cribed on William Oreek would lead
one to the conclusion that the tornaao
had developed in the neighborhood, and
that its results extended to that creek
in: the form of dense clonds of dust, ashs
.es, smoke and such light materials as
would be raised and carried to some
distance. These were, by atmospheric
conditions, showered down on William
Creek, the rain turning the oclouds of
dust, ashes and smoke intg—not. Kane’s
condensed soap, but what had the 8p-
pearance of soap-suds. ~ This view is
strengthened by the fact that & genuine
‘tornado did oceur about the same time
on Quenelle River :

‘The swamp or “tale’ lanis of Ca=
fornia are attracting much attention at-
the present moment. Lands that a
couple of years ‘ago hung fire at §7 50
an acre noy go off glibly at $25. It
is found that theselands possess an' al=
‘most inexhaustable fertility - and that
they enjoy a great advantage over upr
lands in time of drought.  One very
remarkable feature they poss ess is-that
Wheat planted in' the’ashes left by the
'burning of the vegetation on the tule
/lands yields, witbout any previous; plows

[1ng, eighty, three and .a balf bushels to

the acre the first season. The second
season, without ‘any planting Wwhatn
ever, they ‘yield forty-five “bushels.
This remiads wus .of our ‘own Tich
bottom lands on the Lower Fraser.
'Below New Westminister is no incone=
siderable area of the very richest delta,
to reclaim which would involve an exs
penditare of probably not more than two
or three dollars'an acre. Once reclaim-«
ed 'its value would certainly not fall
‘below that of the swamp lands. of Calix
‘fornia. Surrounded by navigahle water,
with a choice of markets close by, it
would possess elements of value un=
known to the inlands of California.
Passing beyond New Westminster, there
is & sweep of sixty miles on_either side
of the river of the very richest kind of
bottom land, requiring no expenditure
to reclaim it from the sea, for natare

{'hath already reclaimed it. "Few persons

as yet realize the great value of these-
bottom lands. :

Mazzini is said to have passed through
Paris on his way to England aod to
have quietly smoked his cigar in front
of a wellsknown cafe, On embarking
at Boulogne he is said to have put into
the bands of a messenger a teleg¥aphic
dispateh to the :Prefect of Police in
Paris, informing him ‘of the ecircum=
stance which, . if true, can hardly be
pleasant, to tne memory of that functionary

Do not be troubled because you have
no great virtnes. God made & million
spires of grass where he made one ' tree.
The earth is fringed and carpeted, not
with forests, but grass, Only have
enough of little virtues and common
fidelities, and you need not . mourn
because you are neither a saint mor a
hero.

This morning Mr. Theophile Verner, a

-

every Tuesday, as previously advertised:




