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bLOBE CASKET COMPANY'S WORKS WIPED OUT >3 eers o o SNt
320,000 L0SS IN EAST LONDON THIS MORNING

Citizens' Committee Ask the Mayor and Aldermen To Petition the
Legislature To Amend the Law So That Cars May
The Insurance Be Operated in This City on Sundays.

P. M.
EDITION

—

46TH. YEAR. NO. 19567
e

PRICE TWO CENTS.

CONERN MAY NOT ReeuiD
DOUBT REGARDING CASKET CO.

Mayor Stevely Is Busy and Has Made Overtures to the Qwners
—-His Worship Admits There Is a Possibility of the

Factory Leaving London, Perhaps for Toronto.

One Hundred Are Thrown Out of Work Indeki-
nitely by a Fire Which Baffled the Firemen
and Destroyed Huge Building and Plant.

THE INSURANCE IS ONLY ABOUT $84.000

The insurance totals $84,386, so far
as can be learned. A large portion of
this is placed with London agents, but
there is some with Toronto insurance
men, and it is quite possible that some
of this may have been overiocked. Of
this sum $4,000 is on lumber, on which
the loss is small.

The companies

“To the Mayor and Aldermen of the
City of London:

“Gentlemen, — On behalf of the
citizens of London, as expressed
by popular vote on the 4th day of
January, instant, in favor of Sun-
day cars, we now request your
honorable body to petition the
Legislature of the Province of On-
tario at its approaching session, to
make such amendments to the
statute law as may be necessary to
enable the citizens of London to
obtain the running of Sunday cars,
in accordance with their expressed
wish.”

islature to amend the act governing
the operation of cars so that the eiti-
zens of London might have cars o2
Sunday et the earliest possible mo-
ment. The question was referred to No.
1 committee to be dealt with.

There was a very large gallery pres-
ent, much larger than usual, to hear
the discussion on the subject. Both
sides were represented by strong dep-
utations and considerable attention
was paid to the discussion.

The Argument.

When the question came up, Ald.Gar-
;)‘a.il. moved that the prayer of the peti-
tion be granted. This was seconded by
Ald. Saunders.

Ald. Beattie opposed the motion. He Mayor Is Busy.
did not consider the small majority in{ However, Mayor Stevely
avor of Sunday cars in face of the overtures to the company,
smalil vote polled any reason at all for jall his endeavors to
sending it to the lLegislature. Only 6,- 'the city.
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awaiting developments.

It is understood that severzl Toronto
people, who are interested in
c¢ern, are anxious that the
remove to Toronto, &
ibuilding awaits their disposal.

Cause Is Attributed to Spontaneous Combustion---Water Pressure
Was Weak---Fire Broke Out at 1205 and Was Not
Under Control Until After Six o'Clock.
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Scene—Globe Casket Company’s plant, corner
of Adelaide and Dundas streets.

‘Building—Three-story solid brick, L-shaped,
three fire walls, slate roof, about 300 feet in length
and 150 feet east wall.

Owners—John Ferguson, Robert Watson and
Fred W. Coles of this city.

$34,386
| ————e . . ~
Years in business—Seventeen.

'F!FTEEN lADlES Loss—$200,0600; buildings $110,000, contents j
" $50,000. g

ARE NﬂM'NATEﬂ Insurance—$84 000, i
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Cause—Spontaneous combustion. é
Time fire commenced—12:05 o’clock. 1
When under control—6 a.m. PO%S
Employees out of work—One Hundred. L
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Chancing to look up he noticed fire in the second story of the
building, in the finishing room just west of the office.
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Poﬂlice Raided a Military Mess
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1our the firemen waged an unequal struggle
~gainst the flames in that section. There was a strong wind
northeast the time, and it appeared as
ii the lirefighters would soon lose control of the blaze.
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building was doomed. Struggle as
could not control the flames. The
west half of it, was filled with inflam-
umber, oils and varnishes.

With increasing rapidity the flames spread. One after
another of the flamed up and defied efforts to best
them. The wind freshened considerably at 2- o'clock and the
whole top section of the plant was a seething mass of fire. An
attempt had been made to run ladders up, but they
of sufficient length to reach the top of the building, and that
had to be abandoned. 'T'he large extension ladder had been
run along the front of the building but the weight of snow and
ice on it made it immovable, and it also had to be abandoned.

SOME CLOSE CALLS.

Tt shortly after 2 o’clock that several firemen had
soniewhat close calls. Fireman Geordie Gray and Capt. Case
were on one ladder
when pieces of the
pieces struck them,
posts and fight the

mable material, light

alcoves

had none
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was ~
and Fireman R. Ferguson was on another
cornice came toppling over. Some small
and they were compelled to leave their
fire at ~ distance.

At half-past 2 o’clock the first and second stories lit up
with a terrific burst of , and the heavens were brilliant
red for a long distance.

ROOF CRASHES DOWN.
building was then a seethin
The walls crumpled, and t}
with a loud report.

This added fury to the flames, and at 3 o’clock the fire
cov “ed the whole section west of the office,
shooting to a remarkable height in the air.

The wind seemed to die down for
rose again. At half-past 3 o’clock,
bility of saving any part of the building in the block, and the
store-house was opened and all the finished caskets and valu-
able silver and brass goods carried outside. I'he office books
and papers were also carried to safety.

REMOVED BANK FURNITURE,

The staff of the Bank of Toronto’s East End branch also
arrived on the scene and removed all the furniture from the
buildings.

At 4 o'clock it looked as if the whole of the rssidential

section west of Adelaide- street would be burned. The large
Contlnued on Page Nine,
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Hi8 BACK BROKEN.
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