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; CHAPTER XXIII,

“He is staying with some friends—
at feast, he has gone to sfay a few
days with a brother officer at Ports-
mouth,” Yolande replies, flushing

again; fof it 1s a fact that at present

ghe does not know where Captain
Plynne really is. She had one brief
Ptter—cart and cold—to tell her he
aad left Pentreath, and giving her
€olonel Majilton's address, near Ports-
mouth, it she “wished” to write to
him, as he would probably stay there
That was nine
days since; and whether he has re-
turned to Pentreath for the old earl’s
funeral, or has stayed on with his
friend Colonel Majilton, oy gone else-
where, Yolande is utterly kert&ln.

“Well,” Mrs. Sarjent exclaims,
with unpleasant emphasis, rising to
take her departure, “that wasn’t the
way of the world when I was mar-
ried. Of course we weren't titled
people or-aristocratic people still we
did think' a young couple  just mar-
ried shonldn’t go visiting about with-
out each other. Times are changed
now, I supposé. Well, I must-run off.
1 see your Pacific Salvage shares are
going .down, Aunt Keren. 1 suppose
you know?”

“No; I:dopm’t understand- the ups
and downs of shares and things of
that kind,” Miss Dormer answers. “I
leave that to clever people like you.”

Mrs. Sarjent. modestly accepts what
is but her just due. ;

“I wish to goodness," she rsmrh,
with a saiff of self-satisfaction, “thtt
Unele Silas had been clever enough
not to6 meddle with Viscount Glynne,
or Lord @lynne, or whatever he is, or
his Pacific Salvage Company either.
He'll lose plenty of money over it, or
my name’s not Wilmot Sarjent. Well,
good-by,-Aunt-Keren: You be stiff and

déeternifned with servants, ny dear, and
you'll 'be able to manage them then.
Good-by, . Yolande, You write for
that naughty stay-away husband of
yours at on¢e—mind, I tell you, my
dear!”—and Mrs. Barjent emphasises
her warning with a kiss which Yo-
lande shrinks from; and then the

good lady goes away, lea’vlng behind |*

her a sensation of being stung with
nettles or scratched with briars.

“] wish some one not a thousand”
miles off would stay away!” Yolande
mutters, with her hands clinched in
a passignate gesture.

“I wish Wilmot Sarjent would not
talk to me about the way to manage
servants,” Miss Keren says, testily;
“I managed servants before she was
born. I don’t- think,” the old lady
adds, with the intensity of her dais-
pleasure, “that she has a nice mi-end!”

There is silence for a little while,
and then Yolande says, .in -a hurried
unsteady volce:

“I wish, aunt, you would let me do
as T sald—be the houselqeeper, I
should like it very much. It will—will
keep my mind employed.”

“What’s the good of your taking it
up only to drop it again?’ responds
Miss Dormer, still irritated. “As soon
as Captain Glynne, your husband,
came here, you'd have to give it up.
He wouldn’t like it”

*1 want to learn to be useful, aunt,”
Yolande urges, turning away her head.

“Well, there i&¢ no harm in %that,”
the old lady admits. ‘“When 1is he
coming back ‘to you, my dear?’ .

“I' don’t quite know,” Yolande re-
plfes, in a low tone, “I hope—uéon..

“I hope so, too,” Mlu Dormer
says, dry‘ly, and a little rsunttully
“I thlnk, as Wilmot s;rjent uid
young couples, newly “married,
oughtn’t to let anything separate
them, except through duty or mneces-
s

Yolande feels the blood rushing
hotly ﬁmuh her véins with angry
pride at hearing Dallas blamed.

“He will be here soon,” she says,
suddenly. *“I dare say”—with lips
that smile tremulously—*he will be
here—this is Tuesday—well on Fri-
day or So,turdty. Aunt: Km, at the |
very latest. -1 am’ going to- write to
' him t\-is'.tf.enoon"

But aftéF &6 Hour's hard Wwork Yo

lande’s letter &“hve to her absentes
brldtn'oom is wr!tten—-not at all to
her utistwtlon, but as well as she
can wgto it if she were to try tor
hours, It.is as follows: :

{ously &mﬁu ‘t6 hear “from you
every day.. Did you go back to Pene
treath for the Earl's funeral? Was it
very grand? When aré you coming
‘back to town  Dearest, will you for-
give me all the past, and, because I

1 10ve you so mudh, will you—will you

—oh, my'darlingi==love me a little

| and ve ¥ind fo me, and T will be—

what ydu asked me ‘to be—your own
most faithful, submissive, and loving
wife, B2
YOLANDE GLYNNE.”

“'Then ‘it is addressed successfully
aftér four envelopes havé been spoil-
ed; and Yolande goes ‘out herself and
posts it, afd wishes, the moment it
hts fallen into the box, th&t she had
it back again, to say more in it and
to say it better. ;

And then she beging to count the
hours and days. She wonders where
Dalias will be when He @ets it—
whethet a frowh will coms on his face
at: the sight of hef writing, thinking
that it may be an angry, Jealous, or
reproachful missive. Perhaps, wheén
he reads it through, he will smile and
be pleased. ‘There is nothing in it to
displease him, except—-—éh, awful
thought!—<the trecollection of her ex-
istence and the legal bopnds that hold

“him to her, far away from his heart’s

desire! And then' she tries to com-
fort herself, rememberifig that ha cér-

tainly wisQed, and said he wished, for,

her wifely affection and obedience.

Surely he cannot be angry with her
for meekly laying both at his feet! He
will .come without writing, most like-
Iy—just send a telegram a few hours
shead. She may look out for that
about six hours after she knows the
post has reached Portsmouth.

But no telegram, no letter comes.
Then she tells herself he has, of
course, gone back to Pentreath—and
to Joyce Murray, alas!—and her let-
ter will be forwarded to him.

Thursday, Friday, Saturday pass
away; Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday
follow; and, in desperation, Yolande
writes to Colonel Majilton to know if
Captain Glynne has gone back to Pen-
treath, as she is very anxlons at not
hearing from:- him - “for- uverxl days
past.”

She~knows it is eighteen dqyu since
Dallas wrofe her those . few cold,
careless lines commenclng *Dear Yo-
‘Jande™

AN, .poor’ Yolaide. . And ending

singerely, D. Glynng 3

But nsither to tMs.leueﬁio Colonel
Majjlion -does she -receive any reply.
Long afterward Yolande ‘Tleatns ‘that
Colonel Majtiton left Enslsnd for
Bermuda two days before her letter
to him was written.

And the ‘days and the Weeks roll by,
and Yolande lives throlch them as one
liveq through days ‘which, when ‘past,
one looks. back at with shuddering
wonder a tone’s power of endurance:
and at last she knows that her hus-
band has deserted her.

(To be oont!nugll ) BB
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