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moment, and seemed to met a shadow
ever lu brightness. It was Lord 
Cecil Stanhope. Gladys had not seen 
him lor some days, and he was doubly 
unwelcome now. He had' evidently 
caught a glltopee of her, tor he was 
coming straight to the open window, 
hie hat in hie hand, a bright smile 
upon Mb face.

"There was no escape, so Gladys-hid 
her letter hastily, and founfl herself 
replying to the greeting Of the young 
peer.

“You are not looking well, Gladys,” 
he said, with easy familiarity.

•T think the storm yesterday has 
she replied, wear*
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I the rain I Come
I apology for my foolish Ill-temper the 
I other day. I am utterly ashamed- of 
myself!”

Gladys looked up fct him swiftly, 
for he had not yet entered the room, 
but stood leaning ldjy against the 
window. *

“I had forgotten that there was any
thing to' apologize for,” she replied, 
not noticing the sudden angry flush 
that sprang into his cheeks. Were his 
actions of such slight importance to 
her? “I will oome out if you wish me 
to, Lord Cecil."

“I shall be delighted," he said. 
“There is no sultriness in the air.

< everything Is deliciously fresh and 
sweet I will wait herb while you get 
something to put over your head—or, 
If you command me, I will fetch what 
you want”

“I have my eunbonnet here, thank 
you.”

She was beside him now, and they 
'wandered toward the lake, Lord Cecil 
talking busily all the while. |

“You will forgive me,. won’t you, 
■for running away
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groaned. “Farewell, my 
well!"

The rain fell In torrents, bet he did 
not know tt. He turned away, and 
trudged across the country to the 
railway station. He forgot that he 
had hired a horse and trap at the 
Swlntord Anne. A few miles made ne 
difference to him now. He was so 
dazed that time and distance were un
felt, unseen. v

The next morning there was * let
ter from Ebenezer Lupus. He, regard- j 
ed ft with Indifference; he read it 
with indifference :

Lady Hastings le not only alive, but 
le in this town, and intends coating 
home—to Emden Hail.. The proceed
ings for divorce should be begun 
forthlwth. Send me another check, and 
state day for consultation.

He replied: |
I shall proceed no further. The!
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CHAPTER XIX

For a long time they eat without 
speaking, her left hand tightly 

f clasped in Ms. The musical rtnkle of 
the sheep-bells was borne faintly to 
their ears; the song of some happy 
farmboy from the hills beyend. They 
never forgot these- things in all the 
years to come. . ,

At- length the young man spoke:
"Is it good-by, Gladys?" !
His voice was brokers and he *1- 

iuoet sobbed.
“It must be, for a time. It she lives, 

iSfever!” .
f "Let me go—let me go to Lupus 
jj^d learn, the worst!”

He catight her to hie breast a 
Santic, hopeless embrace. He show
ered Id sees upon her face.
; “Good-by, Gladys, my life, my love! 
t will write to you once mor^ at 
toast You shall know the worst-—if 
She lives! I cannot ask you to bo 
faithful to my memory—I am not 
worth It; but I shall worship you 
forevermore! ”

“I have but one love to give—it Is 
given!" was the simple reply.

She knew that she could not hold 
éut much longer. The struggle within 
her was terrible. One more caress, 
and she was gone. He called her 
name, but she did not reply, or even

a cloud
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he said,Gladys,'
from the picnic, and making myself 
generally disagreeable?"

"We had a most enjoyable day,’’„re- 
she shuddered,
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Howard plied the girl; then 

for the strange, prophetic words of 
the gypsy weman recurred to: her: 
“There Is nothing to forgive, Lord
Cecil.” ................. -

he went on, “I

Boot Brushes,
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CHAPTER XX
It was the second morning after 

Lady Gladys had met her lover in the 
park, and she was alone In the green 
reception-room—in her hand that 
hateful missive, hearing only these 
words: “She lives.” There was no| 
signature, and the sheet of note paper j 
contained merely the crest of Hast
ings—not another word or sign from 
the eender. .*

Gladys' eyes were fixed upon the 
writing before her, but she could not 
see It. She felt no acute pain—only a 
dumb sense of some great toes. The I 
future appeared to be spread before I 
her—a tong and desolate way—a I 
desert waste without water or leaf— I 
all eunlesa and shrouded In gloom. I

“She Uvea!” - -,
The cry broke from her hot lips, I 

and she laughed a mirthless laugh. I
"And this Is forever to be the bur- I 

dent of my life! Shelves!"
What a mockery was the brightness I 

of day. There had been a few hours 
of storm and rain. The lightning had 
flashed, and the thunder boomed; the] 
black clouds had discharged their | 
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“Do you know,'
[ have written to Hastings. I treated 
him shamefully, but it was - foolish 
Jealously. I have known you so long, 
Gladys, that I hated for any other 
fellow to even notice your beauty. We 
were children together, and----- ■”

“Lord Cecil, I do not wish to hear 
this again. It you value my frlendahip, 
you will treat me as an acquaintance 
—as a friend.”

She spoke haughtily and firmly, and 
he glanced at her in surprise;

"I thought that—that your father 
he stammered.
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Each, $1.79Scrub BrushesI had spoken to you 
“As for your friendship, I will not 
accept tt. I want you for my wife.” 
Hie face had grown sullen. “I will see 

I thf earl-----”
“It Is useless, Lord Cecil. I shall 

never marry. My father will not try 
to influence me against my will."

“Then there is nothing between you 
and Hatelngs? I am glad that that 
much la tore!”

Then he changed his tone, but 
there was a cloud upon hie brow. She 
knew not why, but she had begun to 

[ fear him. Until lately, he had been a 
[ useful, harmless neighbor. She had 
' regarded him in no other light She 
did not then know the meaning of 
love. She could never credit this man 
with anything more than a specie# of 
•topld admiration. His dictatorial 
manner annoyed her; hie threat! 
frightened and annoyed her. From a 

■harmless youth, he had developed Into 
a vindictive man.

(To be continued.) •
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crossed the sun. The Fairy Dell grew 
•éàdenly dark, and a fierce putt of 
urtnd shook the trees ; the birds were 
(Tightened Into silence, and a distant 
thunder-roll told of a coming storm.

1» ended," he
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harden of water over 
earth. There had been zquttsflgge and 
threats In the .heavens. The electric 
currents had waged a fierce battle, 
and the artillery of the god' had 
shaken the universe. But it was over, 
and the earth and the heavens were 
brilliant and smiling again. The gloom 
of one day did but reveal the beauty 
of the future through golden vistas, j

She looked from the window with 
awakening hope, across the sweeping 
lawns, with their borders nil aflame 
with flowers—over the distant valleys 
basking In blue shadows that hung] 
like a curtain of the loveliest gamp, | 
dropped from the pale sapphire j 
heavens to shield the ooy earth from j 
the enn’a bold glare. A silver-throated J 
thrush buret into a flood of happy] 
song, and Gladys murmured:

“I will not not the ooward’e part. ] 
There Is hope and life beyond the 
present gloom. IWfll wait for my love, I 
and God will gtve*htm hack to mai
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