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sides by wealth and the beauty which
wealth alone can purchase. Choice
exotics lined the stairs and filled the
corridors with subtle perfume; rare.
statues and priceless pictures gleam-
ed softly in the shaded lights. Once
or twice a servant in the Woodleigh
Hvery crossed her view noiselessly,
or stood with bowed head  to allow
her to pass. The very maid who had
been hired to wait upon her, and who
was in appearance and manner all
that a lady should be, seemed to re-
gard her as if she were a superior
being.

And yet she moved on with the most
perfect composure, seeing everything
to its details yet appearing to notice
nothing.

With noiseless ease the maid es-
corted her to her rooms, a dainty suit
of apa,rtments furnished with an anx-
ious care, made evident and eloquent
in every particular, from the very
costly inlaid furniture and rare lace
hangings, to the antique bowl of
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CHAPTER VIIL.

¢ T Never Heard of Her!>

ET us go in,’ she said; and
I Harold, suppressing a sigh,

followed her.

Sir Talbot rose and led her to a seat
beside him, and caressing her hand,
looked into her face with the combln-
ed loving eagerness and anxiety which
had marked his manner since their
meeting, and with a well-defined pride
added thereto.

¢ Are you tired, my dear?' he ask-
ed. ¢ You have come a long way, and
the excitemant and strangeness! and
yet you do not seem strange ; that is
what delights me so, next to your re-
semblance to me, if such a beautiful
face as that can be likened to the old,
wrinkled one of mine! You feel that
you are at home, Lilian; is it not
so?

She smiled faintly.

“Yes, Sir Talbot.’

The old man winced.

‘‘Sir Talbot!’’ he said, reproach-
fully. ‘Ah!’ and he sighed, ‘It is too
soon for you to realize that you have
a father! But—but try to remember
it, dear Lilian!’

‘I will, she said, in a low -voice—
‘I will, father.

Sir Talbot bent forward and kissed
‘her, then put his white hand upon
‘her thick, silky hair.

‘What beautiful hair you /kave, Lil-

ian! and eyes!’
i She smiled, and colored faintly as
. she glanced sideways at Harold, who
‘stood looking  down at them from a
distance.

“*You will make me vain, father,’ ghe
~8aid in a low voice.

‘I almost wish I could,’ responded
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|- ‘And I shall not broach it md Sir

4 old, Harold, we must make her hap-
{ oyt

the old man. ‘You seem to be too
perfect to be a danghter of mine, Lil-
iam.’

And a vague cloud crossed his fore-
head for a moment.

She leaned back with a
face.

‘You will discover my lmpelfoctlons
and shortcomings all too soon,’.she
said; and a sigh seemed .to hove:
about her lips.

‘God grant I may be spared to learn
your whole ‘heart, my child!’ said the
old man; and. he turned away his
head to hide the tears which' filled
his éyes.

‘But _come,” he said, rallying, ‘I
must not make the légson too .long
this first night. It is hard to part
with you even till the morning, but
I know you must be tired. Now, Lil-
ian, it is too ' long’—he
long time since Woodleigh has had a
mistress to preside over it, and
!though we hayve taken some pains,
some little thing or other may not
please you. You will not forget that
you are mistress here, and that ever)
wish of yours is to be respected an(
gratified. If there is anything, how-
ever. great or-small, that you woulc
like altered, altered it shall be. Re
member that, Lilian.’

She stood and looked down at him
speechless for a' moment; then, as
Harold touched the bell, the old mai
took her in his arms.

‘Good-night, good-night, my darl-
ing.  May your first night at home be
filled with happy dreams of happiei
days to come!’ and, with something
like reverence mingling and refining
his love, hé took her lovely face in his
hands and kissed her.

A quiver passed over the mobilc
lips as the old man touched them
lightly, and as she kissed him in re-
turn, the color seemed to fade slowly
from her cheek.

Then she turned to Harold and held
out her hand.

‘Good-night,’ she said, with a smile:
‘I shall miss the ship’s bells to-mor-
row morning,’ and so glided from
their sight. ;

There was a good minute’s-silence,
then Sir Talbot crossed the room and
laid his hand on Harold’s broad shoul-
der.

‘Harold!” he said, and his voice
trembled; ‘how shall I thank you-for
the treasure you have, restored to me!
No wonder you broke down. when
you tried to describe her beauty by
your words, and her grace and ex-
quisite - breeding, surely you noticed
it, Harold! A princess of the blood
could not look, and speak, and move
more imperially! Harold, I long and
yet I dread to hear the story of her
past!’
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Harold raised his head.
‘It is not a welcome subject with
hér sir, “he said. Lok 24
: albot,,quié,kly. S 4t is enoligh'.for me
As one accepts a
beautiful vision unquestioningly, so I
aceept her. ‘1 feel to-night as if it
were a drenm which some harsh un-
congenial word 'would dispel. “Har-
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‘And atoning for the past; do you
think so, 'do you really
eagerly queried Sir Talbot. ‘But
Harold,’ he went on, scanning the
handsome, downcast face; ‘you are
sure that she and you get on all right.
that there is. no—no misunderstand-
ing; but that's too distinct a word.”

‘There is no misunderstanding,’ saic
Harold, thoughtfully, ‘No, but—’ and
he paused.

‘But what? asked Sir
iously.

‘But—oh,
seems to be

Talbot, anx-
nothixfg. sir; well, ther«
a vague something, ai
indefinable barrier between us. |
 cannot' put it into words,” he went on
musingly, ‘and almost to himself. ‘Noi
a coldness, eertainly not that, for she
is too grateful for any little, trifling
service I am fortunate to render tc
her. As it is not coldness, it is a
strange, indescribable reserve. It hag
been so all along; from the first
night I discoveréd her until now
I— he stopped, suddenly, as if recall-
ed to the fact of the old man’s anxious
face. ‘But there, sir, I am not dis
couraged.’

‘No, no,” said Sir Talbot. ‘Remem-
ber our covenant, Harold,’ and h«
2eld up one white, thin finger.

‘Our covenant, sir,’ said Harold
with a faint, almost anxious smile
‘Yes, it is not likely I would forget
t. But when.we made it, we two, we
forgot, I think,
person to the bargain; and that—s
beautiful girl. We have to get her
signature to the bond, sir, and
throwing himself into a ' chair, he
thrust his hands into his pockets and
lowered his face.

‘We shall get it, we shall get it/’
3aid the old man. ‘Let me enjoy my
happiness without a shadow to-night;
my heart is shared between you, Har-
old’

With the same graceful composure;
Lilian Woodleigh crossed the hall and
ascended the broad staircase. Every
inch of the way was elegant, not only
of the wealth of her new home, but
of the welcome prepared for her. In-
deed, the old Hall had: been trans-
formed, de/colatxons of the most elab-
orate and' artistic,~ and therefore of
the most costly,” kind met her gaze
at every point. Her journey to her
rooms was marked, as it were, on all
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difficult, dangerous part well. She
had not underacted the character she
had assumed, and more fatal still,
she had not for one moment overact-
ed.

Here she sat the acknowledged
daughter of Sir Talbot Woodleigh,
and the mistress of Woodleigh Hall.

Suddenly a thought flashed through
her mind.

What if that other girl whom she
had-left in the prairie hut had been
in her place, would she have gone
through the ordeal so eagily and
passed it so well?

A smile of satisfaction, almost of
pride, crossed her pale face, as she
felt instinctively that the other gir:
would ‘have failed. Only an' actress
by nature and harmony could haw
played the difficult role she had suc-
cessfully performed.

For a-moment or two, incredible as
it may seem, professional pride ab-
sorbed heér mindsto the exclusion of
all: other'’ emotions. She had acted
her part:well; so well, at times, tc
deceive even ‘herself.

{To be continued,)
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