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CHAPTER XVIL
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ISO MT8TCHT
Corduroy Mike threw Mmeelf from hi* 

saddle ami pm.ned the Apache to the ground, 
end Dick Nelson dashisg up a moment after­
ward mailed to the aas^anee of Kanaae

The eoont had been stmek in the side by 
the Indian * first shot, and bit olothea, (addle, 
and even bit horse’» sides were covered with 
the blood that had flowed frpm the woona 
during hie damerat*'rid*.' "He was assisted 
to bis feet rathlF blown and faint, bat a till 

r to the lasso with a grip of iron, 
à you much hurt Kit ?”lyou much hart Kit T 

“ NeX-no—.Dick—a mere scratch—a skin 
out The tamb>e from* the saddle did me 
more Harm than the ballet. Unscrew the 
muzzle oi my flask. There ! That’ll fix it, if 
yoe can only stop the Sow of elaret out of the 
tap my Inuiae friend

■MtHMfel didn’t
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for he was surveying 
an ap,.roach to admiration as 
featured cviild txDress.

“Here, Dick, take a strip of this fellow’s 
dirty hide to bind it with, said Mike, with 
the prisoner’s knife in hie hand, as if he was 
ready to begin the skinning operation on the 
shortest notice.

“ Don’t injure him, Mike, he deserves 
credit for both his pluck and his riding. I 
never had a tighter brush in my life, if it 
hadn’t been for the lasso that the deceased 
Kiowa gentieman left me he would have 
shown me a clean pair of heels after all. He's 
A valuable capture—his presence here shows 
that the Apaches can’t be far, and that’s a 
good thing?"

From this Indian they learned, after great 
difficulty in drawing him out that Slack 
Bear’s band of Apgghes, fearing the general 
vengeance of the government and citizens 
aroused by the outrage* from vlbich the 
Apaches had derived no benefit had started 
homeward.

“Dut I saw the Apache bring the Red 
Hatchet and strike it into the war-post of the 
Kiowa,” said Kit

“Ugh—bet he take him out again,” said 
the savage.

“ What 1 Why does Black Bear run away 
after he has said tight?”

“No good that war.” said the Apache, 
with a shrug of his shon-dera that would have 
done credit to * Frenchman. _ “All fight— 
no plunder !” gMÉMMi

“Bod 
eh!’’ sail
eibblisw. ___

It was most ludicrous to see the supreme 
look of contempt which overspread the dark 
face as he rubbed the palms of his hand* to­
gether apd then swept them Wide in the air 
to express the utter lack of plunder under 
which hie people laboured.

“ Kakego ! Just one little bit of wfllto 
woman, ” he said, in a dreadfully injured

“What? Say that again 1” cried Kane*» 
Kit, swinging toward the speaker ; and the 
Indian doubtless thinking he bed met a soul 
that sympathized in hit distressful dearth, re­
peated tue plaintive words with still greater 

i than before^ ” f ■
. ne, boys.” cried Kf^W, 

ke, give me a hoist. Now which 
Way have they gone, old ’Patchy ?”

•‘Texas—Brazos !” said the Indian, point- 
ins south.

“Now, took a here, ’Patchy, we want to

Sto your camp. We want to get that little 
of a white woman that yon ddflpise so 

much. If you lead na there well cover yon 
all over with hairpipeand brass filin’* so that 
Black Bear and Lode Wolf will be ashamed to 
shoW their noses when you’re around such a 

-we’ll give you a big bar-

luer :
d paying spec—conldn’t pick up mueh, 
dd Kit, gravely, then repeating, “ Kaw 
w." (Not much.)

the stock of combustibles 
which the knapsacks of the jelly 
workers had contained, and it wai 
advisable by all parties, in view of the very 
great service which this new class of war 
material had already accomplished, to replen­
ish from the wreck of the waggon, if by good 
fortune any should be left there. It wasn’t 
likely Ahat hither wild beasts or birds would 
eat fiiworks or show apparatus or drugs, sad 
it the all-confises ting Indian hadn’t laid his
noWeveou; the property, there was hope of 
tnowTJunrjnd fanny being afforded by it* 
recovery.

If the professor and Doctor Dick had been

though considerably mixed up in consequence 
of the fall. The carcases of the unfortunate 
males had attracted great numbers of birds, 
who hopped, and fluttered, and chattered 
above them. The party did not delay long to 
indulge in sentimentalism over the ruin, but, 

oaring snob materials as were likely to be 
ailable in their new mode of Indian warfare, 

they started forward over the Texan line. 
Though they soon feund What their Apache 
guide assured them » as the trail of his people, 
yet the start obtained by the savages made 
the overtaking of them a matter of doubt and 
d ‘fficulty, and even the eagerness of Kit began 
to weary as he aaw sunrise and sunset succeed 
eabh other without bringing him any 

t of the *■*the accomplishment 

inent evidence

object of his

gifted with the power oi looking into the 
future and seeing ail the trouble*, serious and 
comical, which hay in their recovery oi that 
Pandora’s (waggon) box at the bottom of the. 
gorge, it is altogeth -r likely they would have ' 
dismounted from their new hobby of chemical 
» Hare, and gone on their Texan way, 
depending solely ptt the old conservative pow- 
der and bail. /. .. . .

I is of the late depredatory
incursions 1nf the Indians were met in skele- 

ich had either been killed or 
left upon the track of the 

lionally the still more 
ve picture of the 
orrner nanpv home 

angered the beholders, 
i desperadoes on the 
lane on the

CHAPTER xviil
LONE WOLF AND 0-WAIS-8A, BLUE MRP,

As Kansas Kit had predicted in hi* angry 
interview with the goAmnient commissioner, 
it was very fewgUysrafter the departure of 
himself and companions from the fort in pUr- 

, *®it of the abductors of Rath Brandon, when 
Lone Wolf was entertained and feasted by 
this official.

Yea, the noble savage, ten times saucier 
than ever before, surrounded by hi* band A- 
sumed the injured innocent, and accused 
Kansu Kit and his party of attacking bis 
peaceful iambs in their'fold and destroying 
the sweet creatures by the aid of Satan, 
carrying off many prisons» and many hones. 
He demanded, with tue air of an emperor, 
that the dreadful Kit and hie accomplice» 
should be given up to his young men to be 
punished, and that hé should be paid for his 
horses sad his warriors he had lost, u well 
as tint the girl, O-wait sa, whose presence at 
the fort he had learned, should be delivered 
to her people.

The commissioner ordered the girl to be 
given up to her father, who was present to 
demand her, but toe major, true to hit promise 
to Kansu.. Kit, peremptorily refused to 
comply.

“Where are your white prisoners ?” he 
•eked, “ bring them in first and, then yon 
can take the girl whom we have saved from 
the wounds of her father's knife. It’s nice 
affection to cat your children's throats, ain’t 
it?”

“White man speaks crooked," said the 
truthful Prairy Dog. " Me no cut the child­
ren. Kit be cat ’em to steal horses. ”

“ Bring ont the girl herself,” cried the 
angry major, “ and lether tell this old wreteh 
how he lie*.” •

The pretty/Indian girl who had so far re­
covered, under skilful treatment, u to be able 
to be round, came forth with the sentry who 
obeyed the officer’s order, and started on see­
ing her people, u if the eight of them gave 
her a very disagreeable surprise. Her father 
went toward her to take her, but she shrank 
from him with a shudder, and the major- 
whirled him back into the line of Indiana from 
which he had advanced. *———

--------_—, weary days passed without any
mere satisfactory approach to the enemy than 
might be supposed by en occasional view of a 
solitary Indian horseman flying,over the dis­
tant hills. At last one dav near nightfall 
When they were making rapidly toward some 
distant woods which ÿeld oat hopes of water, 
they fell upon the trail of a large party who 
had gone toward the same point at no very 
distant time. Thia brought them to a halt 
tor cautious consultation ; doubtless the 
wood^ ahead sheltered the enemy so long pur­
sued. Their conjecture! soon received appar­
ent confirmation, for, u the red light oi the 
sinking sun glinted over hill and for at, the 
sharp eyes of Kit caugM a faint vapory cloud 
suspended over the tree tops.

" By Jeriuho, they're there T* he cried,as he 
pointed it out. “See the. smoke cff their 
oamp fires. Settled for the night as hungry 
as wolves-e-too hungry to be esrefni. ”

Drawing into the ehelperwf a sand-hill, that 
they might not be sighted from the distance, 
they proceeded to lay their ]S&na for recon- 
noitering and general campaign. These plans 
were .short and energetic—characteristic of 
the leader and hie men. Nightfall was to cover 
their reoonnoisseoce, and if the party 
camped ahead was in reality the 
only one they sought, the manner of 
assault waa to be by surprise—unless 
too great a difference of numbers should 
render such a coarse foolnardy and endanger 
the success of their enterprise. But they 
were men not likely to be stayed by any com­
mon odds. -

Their Apamk prisoner asserted positively 
that the party ahead was not of his people, 
bat their suspicion of him being an interested 
person made them disregard bis words. At 
last the wùhed-for night came, and with it a 
light breeze that made the starlight inter­
mittent with flying clouds. The party moved 
closer to the point of interest, and Kansas 
Kit choosing Corduroy Mike and another, 
and leaving orders for the others to follow 
simultaneously at a given signal, the three 
separated on their dangerous task.

After leaving hie companions Kit hastened 
on as qniokly as caution permitted, and 
soon entered pnthe edge of a piece of mes- 
Quits chappttrai Which bordered on the
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dandy you will be—we1* give you a big 1 
rel of nun, and so much sugar that aU the 
squaws in the tribe’ll be running after you 
like bees. Will you do it !”

“Yes, yes I" said the noble savage, bis 
eyes snapping with pleasure snd his big mouth 
watering. “ I go—I take you.”

“ Kit look put for him. He has been tak­
ing notes of <mr force ever since he waa 
captured. He may only lead na into an 
ambush,”

“We must take the risks, Dick, my boy. 
We oso’t get near them without danger, yon 
know,” said Kit; then turning to the In­
dian :

“Now, ’P*tohy, you know what yen’ll get 
if yon do right. If ^ou do wrong and che.it 
ns we’ll out you in pieces and bury you with 
a nest of rattlesnakes.

This threat was the meet terrible one that 
Kit could have invented, and its effect was 
seen io the startled leak of the man’s face.

. . “You can’t do wrong without me know­
ing, for I have a bird-spirit that tells me 
everything. Listen—he is talking in your oar 
sow.”

The professor at this hint threw his voice 
to the ear of the Indian with screaming 
aocentt.

“I’ll see you. Old Patchy, I’ll watch you, 
I’ll tell master.”

There is no nee in describing the wonder 
end terror of the savage His admiration for 
Kit increased to adoration. He thought him 
either a moat tremendous Big Medicine or the 
Great Spirit himself. He was a captive in a 
double sense.

“Sling him on his horse, Mike, but keep 
hold of tue lassa”

The savage was placed on hit horse and 
. bound to his seat, but be did not seem to. 

mind the operations going on. Hi» wild 
eyes were fastened on Kit. His magnani­
mous soul seemed to be bursting for the ex: 
pression of some great thought.

Kit noticed toe struggle.
“If you -have anything to «ay, ’Patchy, 

speak. I ain’t proud.”
“Great chief,” said the Indian, addressing 

Kit “ ’Patchy no see no sugar, no rum. ” 
“Well put in, ’Patchy. Upon my sowl 

You’re a smiible man.” roared Corduroy Mike; 
and amid the laughter of the crowd, • be shoved 
the neck of his brandy flask into the month 
of the noble warrior, who threw back bis head 
with the flask bottom up, as it be was taking 
an observation of the aun’a altitude, and 
allowed the liquor to gurgle musically down 
bis capacious throat.

“How’a that ’Patchy, for » sample ?” 
laughed Kit “That’s better than bitter 
mezeu, ain’t it ?”

Patchy bent bis head forward and dropped 
the empty flask on the ground, opening and 
shutting his ponderous jaws in the excess of 
after deligut and anticipation.

“Ugh? Good! Big chief got ’nother 
bottle !” he said, nodding to Kansas Kit’s 
flask, bat his gentle insinuation was unsuccess­
ful , and they started on their way.
. Instead of going straight on, however, as 
was Kansas Kit’s desire, at the earnest solici­
tation of Professor- Dormouse and Doctor 
Dick Nelson, they turned out of their course 
for some distance to a deep gorge, at the 
bottom of wnieh lay the wreck of tna travell­
ing show of the firm of Donnons* à Nelson.

when pursued by the Indians at before 
mentioned, the two spatters with science had 
fled root the trail into trackless wastes with 
nothing but the light ot their own fireworks to 
guide them, and these being behind bad the 
effect of frightening their mule teams at well 
•a the Indiana, rendering them totally 
unmanageable." The consequence wa- that 
they dashed wherever they chose, and it was 
only the sound of rushing Water that warned 
the partner» to jump for their livêe, and saved 
them fiom the fate of the 
who sprang waggon 
througn whidbthe *1 

■ -The flattie of the wi

lird,” he continued, "addressing the 
girl who was gating on the military array with 
delighted surprise “apeak the truth when 
yon answer me.”

“I will speak It."the said.
“ Who wasTt killed yo*ur brother and cut 

your neck ?”
“The Prairie Dog—my- father,” she said 

without hesitation, pointing at the Indian.
“And who waa it saved your life ?”
“ The good, brave Kit,” she answered, with 

a bright gleam of the eye» aa see crossed her 
hands upon her bosom at the mention of the

■■pfl Kiel 
at the top of 
the reckless

■■ ■ .. WWBPfcüiiH
innocent of Mexiogn and it was very evident 
the others did hot know one word of

■ ay quickly; 
as thev heard 
rest of his party 
woods.

“ Stop ! atop I Don’t Are ! We are friends !’ 
he cried aa be rdahed toward the. centre, and 
a great hot fid* -Blled all his blood as » 

cry of jql»Kswarti the sound of his

lent the speed of the wind to his 
second hein*

saw Rath Branac 
felt her head fall 
The action was »T 
the girl’s part, be! 
doubt about the ultimate fate of Kansas Kit’s 
big heurt,.that 

•«we.

stood by the fire— 
toward him—and 

a sob on his breast. 
one of natural joy on 

had ever been any

this lady, which heaven 
thanked have already accomplished.

Soon the astonished party, headed by Nel­
son and Dormouse, stood around the fire, 
gazing in wonder st the group of Kansas 
Kit standing with the long-eonghtgirl in his

“ Well may ye stare at him, boys,” whis­
pered Corduroy Mike, with a wink and » 
wallop of hit tongue. “ He hasn’t a ha'porth 
o’ discretion in the world—rushes into danger 
as if he loved it.”

“ What is it Mike?” said Kit, aa the others 
laughed.

“It’s you I’m spakiri’ oi, Kit, my jewel. 
Just sayin' ye have aa little rinse as a member 
o’ Congress. Did ye want to get shot ? 
Why oonidn’t ye come in quiet and aisy, aa I 
did ?" ,

“ You I Every man in the party had a 
shot at yon.”

“ So they did—so-they did. But their aim 
it as bad aa their complexions,” said Mike, as 
Kit led the overcome girl to a spot beside the 
fire where some blankets were spread, then 
turning to the principal one of the Mexicans, 
he said : “ Where in the name o’ wonder ilia 
ye overhaul the ’Pacheys ? How long since 
yon got her?”

“No entunda, ” answered the man, with 
a- shake of his head tt^ showed, without 
the word, that he dijd not understand. “ No 
eutienda» *

“ Not In ten dm !” arid Mike, drawing 
himself np to his full height with a Aixture of 
dignity and contempt. “ Young men. d’ye 
think’it either decint or respectable to thry to 
comether a gentleman and a guest. Not m ten 
day since she eroeaed the Red River.”

He closed hie wagtr by slapping his bands 
like a pistol. His com- 

Mexioan began to talk 
ju*.
can't ye talk like a 

’ yeraetf black iu 
'cried Mike, excitedly, 
buff-akfltoed crowd can
wT

vitriol-
^ ~&s’,0. it i*.

to set 
The little vil- 

Bruges, has now 
a domestic drama 

A miller 
there 

ago a 
6f age, 

to be 
that her 

and that 
;nt for inter- 

of Aeltre, 
to spend a 

The
pleased with bar 

quiet, 'serions manners, and invited her to 
his house, where she toon became

VIST INTIMAT* WITH HIS DAUQHTEB. 
They went together to chnreh, and, as she 
mentioned as her friends persons well .known 

circles at Bruges, spoke of the 
to which she belonged, and of her 

brothers, one a Capuchin friar m London, and 
another a Carmélite at Bruges,|sbe was looked 
upon as a most desirable acquaintance. And 
so things went on very pleasantly, till sud­
denly the two young women disappeared, 
and all that has been found out is that there 
waa not a word of truth iu the stranger’s 

only thing that throws 
is a suspicion 

mind of the miller’s 
_ , that there Waa

something rather masculine about the stran­
ger. It is therefore probable that ehe was an 
admirer in disguise of the miller* fair daugh­
ter, and that the mysterious disappearance is 
only an elopement, the second chapter of a 
family romance which may end at the altar. 
How a young girl brought np among persons 
so strict in their devout habite, and never 
having left her village* could have made the 
acquaintance of thu mixture of Don Juan and 
Tartuffe, is also for the present a mystery.

THE AST OF FINDING.

closed hie i 
together with a rep 
rades laughed, 
eagerly in his O'

“ Turf and 
Christian and 
the face in that wi 
“ Is there none o’ 
spake the mother 

The Mexican», 
Irishman’s mi 
terfefe.

TDOM11

ng displeased st the 
thought it best to in-

supple

“-These people want you to* go book till 
they cut your peak better, I «oppose. Do 
you want to goto them ?”

“ No !” cried tly eul, with «decided shake 
Of the head, ^Tjsnn’t ga I’ll stay with the 
paleface peuple.” » .

“ Um ! eh ! ugh !” ehornsved’ the Indians 
mostly, but Lone Wolf and 'Rrayte Dog and 
several others uttered ‘exclamation» of a more 
angry character.

“The Kiowa doesn’t come to the 'Talk 
for the white men to laugh at him,” «aid the 
magnificent Lone Wolf, rising *ed wrapping 
hi* blanket around him euikily.

His associates imitated bis gkample, and 
the official, in terror lest the pc* Wow should 
end in the mighty displeasure eftthe savages, 

id them to be seated againjged he would 
them anything they demoded, Indian 

_ 'included. .
B At a motion of the major, Qtwnis-sa had 
been taken beck • willing prisoner to the 
room from which she had been bwught But 
the commissioner ordered her recall. The 
major expostulated with angry eloquence 
against the folly of yielding to the demands 
of wretches who bad the audacity to come to 
the council mattered with this blood and 
brains of their late victims. ,
■ I am sent to nae conciliatory measures, 

and shall perform my duty,” said jock-in 
office, pompously.

“Then foroe their condition to meet you 
half way,” exclaimed the major, scornfully.

These fellows oerapjain of afe*norses being 
taken by men riding for their bye* from their 
infernal deny Bee all those horseei picketed 
outside—they are the beasts *f She men seized 
by the Ind.au*. Curse their impudence ! 
there stands the black bora* of Kansas Kit 
himself. Ask them where are aU the Texan 
droves stolen by them during the eamjfll 
Make them bring back the daughter of the] 
unfortunate Quaker—another pesos man— 
and the children of the Sawyer family,”

“Ugh I ah !” «aid Lone Wolf, with a half 
laugh, aa if this proposition was the post re­
freshing piece of absurdity £ had ever heard.
“ Kiowa warriors no give up prisoners with­
out money and goods—what you call ransom 
-Um, ah !”

The debate was long and bitter, but at last 
the oo-iimiasiouer ended it by asserting his 
superior discretionary powers, and ordering 
the return of the girl to bar people, and the 
major very sullenly gave the command to the 
sentry for the girl to be brought forth onee 
more. The man entered toe building, but re­
turned in an instant with a look of mingled 
uleaeure and surprise to say that she waa not

Search waasudigbsntly ordered by the mag­
nate, who took trie as a direct insult to his 
dignity, and the girl’s motner and father 
pressed forward to the door inquiringly, but 
no girl was forthcoming. Distrust of the 
major and the soldiers was the fee.ing of toe 
time, sad a dark storm was lowering oo the 
faces of Lone Wolf and hi» comrades, When 
suddenly the e>?a of all were drawn by the 
round of hoofs toward the spot where the 
horses'of the Indian* were picketed, ata short 
distance outside the building* of the fort.

A long, lend mingling pf cheers from the 
soldiers, and yell* and gruntefrom the savages 
burst forth as they saw the black horse, which 
the pajor hsd pointed out as Kansas Kit's, 
springing sway like a thunder-cloud with tue 
misting 0-wais-ss on its back—her blue bleu- 
Itetsnd long black hair floating behind her in 
the wind like the smoke-train from a lopomo-

“ V. m
s lithe figure held ou like 

l the other ijfle,_t.>at tue

for the very slight whisper of the wind 
among the leaves—so oppressively still that 
it seemed utterly impossible a large party 
could be camped in the vicinity. But this to 
ah-old baud like Kansas Kit was no reason 
for the relaxation of rare. It was no easy 
task to proceed through the thick, scratching 
shrubbery without canting noise that might 
be fatal in its affecta.

This aa well aa the proximity of human 
beings, was proved when a twig catching in 
the sleeve of his hunting-shirt broke away 
from it again with ».“ twitch” that waa quite 
audible in the breezy silence. Kit instantly 
laid himself flat on the earth, for if Indiana 
were in hearing he expected the whistling of 
buHat* abba* his eus. No reports of firearms 
y ere heard, no hiss of deadly lead ; but 
instead, a “ chip, chip, chip” came from the 
leaves overhead, end then a light thud on the 
ground not far beyond him.

Someone in the darkness ahead hsd heard 
the round be made and thrown a stone toward 
it to try the cause. Kit was equal to the 
emergency, for immediately he gave out a 
whirring sound like that made by the wings 
of a night-startled bird, letting it die away 
gradually, alternated witiLalpor, piping cry. 
Then he lay still and listened, , with his ear to 
the ground.

A soft, muffled vibration, i»o very faint 
that it would have missed any other ear but 
his, trembled along .the mossy award and told 
him the direction of the sentinel. It rece­
ded from him, much to his joy, for this 
proved the sooceee oi his ruse, and gave him 
a chance to avoid this' lookout without the 
loss of time by going beck.

Again he went forward, but upon a differ­
ent tack, snd ia-one of the frequent pauses he 
was obliged to make, he heard a whispering 
different irom the breeze, snd a murmur dis­
tinct from that of the leaves.

“It is the breathing of horse* and thehom 
of human voices,” he said, and raising his 
eyes he thought he eoula see the trunks ot 
the trees more plainly above the brush? and 
he determined that this was caused by the 
light of the camp-fire.

la a few momenta more, forgetful of all 
danger, he was gazing at a very canons scene 
—the more nunoae as it was so little like 
that he expected.. ’

“Greater» and Gringos, by the lord Harry !” 
Was his mental exclamation, aa his eyes fell 
upon a large hand bf Wild; migandish-looking 
men—not Indians, but Texans and Mexicans, 
as his words' implied1—«Uttered around at 
different distances from a large fire that flared 
in a clear sÿaoe in the Wood.

They were ill armed to the teeth, each a 
walking armory in hiinielf, and variously en- 

d, eating, drinking,' smoking, or dream- 
in the picturesque attitude! peculiar topicturesque attitude* peoi 

these indolent denis, if» of the sultry South. 
But, with ail tfleir piéturesquénes», they were 
a hard-looking lot, and Kansas Kit restraiued 
his first implse to call aloud and mske himself 
known ; for an idea flashed to him that this 
was no hunting-party, no company of cattle- 
drov«rs, armed merely for self-defence, but 
most likely a band of the desperadoes of the 
obapparali, as much dreaded by‘the settlers 
as the bloody Kiowa» themselves. Tnese 
fellows-!»' knew were frequently gurfty of 
theft» and outrages blamed upon the Indians, 
whose hsbits they assumed for snob occasions.

But the speculations of the scout were snd-’ 
denly cut short, by his noticing by s’tree near 
the tire the figure of a female, iu a huddled 
position that seemed to betoken affright. 
Another glance showed him the form of a 
man inn costume somewhat differing from the 
rest, bending over as if addressing the shrink­
ing womkn. A strange thought entered his 
head that he had seen this man before, and 
even with that thought a thrill passed 
thrçngi^um as a change of the woman’s posi­
tion gave greater distinctness to her outline.

At that instant a, low, sharp whistle trem­
bled through the woods, causing the men in 
the camp tw spring from their eating and 
drinking to seize their arms, and stand on 
alert as if awaiting orders. It was the signal 

r as Sanaa» Kit well knew. But he 
iia comrades had hardly time to 

Î beyond the camp yet, and he await­
ed development».

Suddenly a series of furious screams and

kickin’ and bellowin’ like a mad bull sit i -red 
rag forninst a lady. ' You must excuse me for 
raising such a ruction, but one has to talk em- 
phaticsl to foreigners, you know, or they’ll 
mver get incensedf intp,your mamn’. Give me 
yer band, Mr. M encan. It’s all right, for if 
yon couldn’t underspend me in ten days, I’d 
be never a bit the wisewf yon were to talk 
for twenty daye. So w«e even. ”

Oh, I am 60 glad! you have oome, my 
friend," said Ruth Brandon, as soon as she 
found breath for words. “ I was afraid that I 
would never see an honest or friendly face 
again.”

“ You are not gladder than we are at hav- 
ing found you,” answered Kit. “ We have 
been upon the trail rince the «third day after 
they carried you off”

“ That horrid uifÿt,” she cried with a 
shudder. “ I think it will never pass from 
my mind. I saw you fall when they were 
dragging me from yon, and their guns and 
axes were descending heavily on you, I never 
hoped that yon ouuldLbe alive.” -

Kansas Kit was not one of the melting 
mood—never intended for a love mqker—bat 
the tremor in the girl’s voice made his own 
shake perceptibly and his heart thump and. 
ibly as he tried to speak.

“And—snd—did you hope—for me Miss 
Brandon—I’m—sure the—the interest—. Ex­
cuse me, madame, you are agitated at present 
I will speak to the captain for a moment— 
until—until yon recover,”

This was » mosf daring piece of prévarica­
tion Kit had ever attempted, and ft is hard 
to say whether he was more astonished or 
ashamed oi himself as he steeted over to the 
principal Mexican. From this man he learned. 
To short ana rtther sulky tones, that they 
were a baud of rancheros or cattle men (Kit 
believed thia to be a lie) in search Of herds 
driven, off by the Indians ; that they had 
fa Loin with the Apache band having the 
young woman a* a prisoner, and bad given 
them fight and released her. ’’

“ We have been on their trail for man; 
days,” Kit said, “You shall be well paie 
for this deed of humanity and bravery. We 
will camp with you until morning, and then 
start with her to her people—what are left of 
them."

” Pardon, senor.” said the Mexican, with a 
gricp «mile. “ You can oamp with us until 
morning snd welcome Hut the senorita can­
not go with you.” 1

“ What !” cried Kit, with an angry start 
thatmade the Mexican ttart alia “Do yon re­
capture white woman from the Indians to make 
them your own prisoner* ?”

“The «enorita ie not my prisoner,” said 
the man.

“ Are yon not the leader of the band ?”
“Yes, generally," was the answer; “trot 

in the rescue there Urs* another leader, who 
paid us for our services.”

“Another? Who!’’!cried Kit looking 
about the gipsy-loolgng'group for some sign 
of one in authority.

“I was the leader,” said a voice, that was 
starhngly familiar, behind him ; and he turn­
ed like a shot to s«4 walking from the 
shadqw the half-breed—Interpreter Rice.

To be ,Continued.
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A Man Who Mokes HI» Living by Keeping 
His Kyes Upon the Pavement.

If you can get that queer-looking duck 
to talk, he may give yon a wrinkle,” said a 
policeman to a reporter, pointing out a man 
whom the ^reporter had often seen loitering 
around the newspaper offices as the last ’ of 
the reporte*, editors, and compositors behd 
their steps homeward. Hie age waa probably 
about forty-five, although the weather­
beaten look of his face made him seem older 
than he really was. His slight figure was 
bent forward at the shoulders, and his eyes 
were eiosely bent upon the pavement as he 
walked slowly along.

"I don’t want no competitors in my 
bis,” he said, “tho’ ’taint every one who’d 
nave the perseverance or the gifts to follow 
it I'm a finder, that’s what I am, and I’m a 
monopolist”

“ What is * finder!” asked the reporter. 
“ I’m a finder of things that are lost ; that 

Is, I bunts for ’em a good deal oftener 
than I finds ’em. You ain't no idea how 
many val’ble things is lost every day in thia 
city—jewels,, watches, parses, rolls of money, 
dogs, and chlldren. Not half the folks who 
loses thinks to advertise, but some does. 
They rush to the newspaper offices, snd I 
wait here to get the earliest copies snd read 
the advertisement*. ”

la it possible you find things that have 
been lost so many bodre before ?”

Sometimes, hot not often. If I. makes » 
good hit onoe in two week* I'm satisfied. 
Jnst as often I don't make one in a month. 
You roe the ‘ad’ s«ys.„ypry gen’lly, ‘lost

or say atone from a bit of broken 
gUs* on the darkest nighV Why, yoù and 
loti oi people walks over lost things every 
day and never sees jpm. You walks with 
your eyes in the air a fixed on the folks and 
the windows, or the pavement 100 feet ahead 
of you. Mine is always close by my own feet, 
and 1 walks mignty slow. The gutters is 
the great place for lost things ; they get 
dropped there by women who are alias in a 
hurry crossing roads, or they get knocked in 
by feet or dresses. Only the other day I was 
crowing a street and saw a muddy bit of caid- 
board lying in the gutter. Ten thousand 
people would have passed it by, but I si 
what looked like a pin sticking m it. 
grabbed it, turned it over, and there, sure 
enough, was a gold breastpin set with pearls 

itunners, too.”

The first chapters of this Story appeared In THE WEEKLY uatj. 

of December 6th, and will be Continued In large* Instal- 
| mènts until concluded.
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Artist BrowntnU’s Python.
A curious story is told ci » status of Dryope 

and Apollo, which Mr. Robert' Barrett 
Browning ha* recently-finished at Paria In 
the studio, tayt the- correspondant who tells 
the story, I saw the model who bad stood 
for it, with the great live snake soiling around 
her, and her face was the statue's own, I 
asked if it was not almost oruel to make her 
pose thus, snake-embraced, but the sculptor 
assured me that she wsS very food of tf e 
serpent. The snake himself waa a veritable 
pyt'oon from Senegal, and had been resident 
for hsu time at the Antwerp Museum of 
Natural History. The embrace of this one 
might easily have been fatal, for be was 10 
feat long and very large. But he never so 
much as tightened his ooile uncomfortably 
around the model during the weary hi 
and day» ia which the- stood with him 
twined about her, while the eti 
Mr. Browning showed me the box

n’s home when hi. working
Isay was, for, alas for artl thia 
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' Bisks In Promising to Marry.
It is an interesting question of social ethics 

how far the parties to » matrimonial engage­
ment ought to disclose any skeletons they 
may chance to have in their respective cup­
boards. As far aa the law, however, is con­
cerned the question seems to be settled by 
the breach of promise ease which, after oc­
cupying Baron Pollock and a special jury for 
several days, flame to an end yesterday. 
There is no rule of law, the learned judge 
told the jury, “ to compel any absolute or 
entire disclosure before a lady accepted a 
lover’s offer,” and a man who promises to 
marry a lady without expressly making his 
promise conditional does so at his own risk. In 
this ease the risk has been a very serions mat­
ter, and the jury, acting apparently on Baron 
Pollock’s suggestion, that “to a'lady in a 
questionable position the chance of a good 
marriage is doubly precious,” awarded the 
“ exemplary ” damages of £2,850. The de­
fendant ie a successful builder at Bourne­
mouth, and, perhaps, ean afford to bny bis 
experience dear, bnt he has hardly shown 
much skill in erecting “ the temple of his 
love. ” Baron Pollock was of opinion that 
“ no time had been wasted to elucidating a 
social matter of this nature," and the case 
will certainly have been useful if it putt 
elderly lovers on their guard fly reminding 
them of the sympathy which “ a fioe-lookicg 
woman” is sure of obtaining from i British 
ivy. ______ ________

Counting Chickens. Etc.
“ How many lengths do you figure 10 sec­

onds on Tnames tidewater will be equivalent 
to ?” Wallace Rosa was asked in Boston.

“Well," replied Rees, “they sometimes 
row a mile on that river, with ebb tide, 
mind, in about five minutes. Bubear will go 
away fut, "and before I get started he will be 
at tout five lengths to the good. That’s 
quite a gap to make UD—see ? My tipis that 
I'll get the best of him in the start. We are 
better starters over here than they are there, 
and Iéhink I'm pretty good on starting, even 
if I do say it, mind.”

“ The cutter with Bubear’a coach won’t be 
permitted to get vety close to him in the 
early part Of the race !”

“ No. AS boats must keep astern of the 
second ma»; I won't attempt to close up 
the gap too quickly, because that might do 
merup before the finish of the race. 1 ought 
to gain a length and a half in the first mile, 
and at Hammersmith bridge I shall have 
knocked half his lead oShunless, mind, he 
has become a perfect won* since I saw him 
lut Yod ean see that I shall go into the 
race confident He wilt have a ataty, and, if 
I gain on him u fast u I expect-to, he will 
worry, ahd once he begins to fret its good- 
day to hitn. O, I think I can beat him. 
Why, yon see, Elliott and he propose to row 
even up, and, if they row, their race will 
take place before mine and Bubear’a Now, 
Elliott is not a bad nor a slow sculler by any 
means—see ? And everybody who hai seen 
us, row knows I ean give Elliott }0 seconds in 
a four-mile race and beat him with eue. 
Yon wait and see. Five or six lengths ia a 

liah bit of water to make up, but if I 
ft get there I’ll surely give Bubear a -hot
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