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“Are you going to tell me?”’

“Please, Mrs. Standish, I'd rather
not.”

“Think again, my girl, and don’t
forget the circumstances under
which 1 was persuaded against by
better judgment, to introduce you
here.”

“What do you mean?’’

“Have you forgotten Yyou were,_
caught in the act of burglarizing my
house?—that I first saw you wear-
ing clothes stolen from me? You told
a story, .but how do I know it was
irue? You may well have been an
accomplice of the ruffian -who ‘near-
Iy killed my brother!”

“That’s hardly likely, it is?”

“How am I to judge? You may
have quarreled and turned on him jn
revenge. Judged by ‘your conduct
here’ I'm sure you’re capable of any-
thing. ‘Or you may have thought
you saw a way to win greater profit
by aiding -my brother.” :

“That’s all nonsense” Sally retort- o /
ed hotly, “and you know it.” 2
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‘“When are you going to -ansewer ] - ;
my question?” : 3

Sally was dumb. { H \

“Was it—that man you went out i N
there to meet—" 3

“I didn’t go to meet anybody. It
was an accident.”

“So you say. Was it some of the
guests here?”

Silence was all the answer.

“If you persist in your present at-
titude, remembering your dubious
history, I have every right to take it
for granted you went to meet an ac-
complice in crime—"’

“Oh rot!” Sally interjected im-
patiently. g

And then, encouraged hy conse-
iousness of her .audacity, she let her
temper run away with her for an in-
stant. : /
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