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.eil request it mny be disiinctly understood that this is not to be regaided a
a precedent on any future occasion.

2. " The Council, from an anxious desiré t' preserve a perfect harmony
between the two Houses; reluctaniy yieldec their assent to the extension of
the jurisdicton of the Justices to gumsg not ésceedingfev, poundé, but upon
the express and indispensible condition that thisjurisdiction sho1d be re-
stricted to the recovery of debts bnIy.

3. " The Council cannot account for tho rèference made by th1i Assenbly
on this occasion to the Sheriffs Coîxri in England, in which the .reeholders
bf the County are the real Judges and the Sheriff the ministerialoficer, andI
which in many other very important respects bëar Si littlé resemblance td
the Justices Courts contemplated in the présent Bill.

4. " With regard to the observation of the Assembly -' ihat the arnènd Mnt
' now proposed of restricting the jurisdiction of the Justicë to thë recovery
'of debts only, if concurred in, would leave the Province Withoùt any Court
'having power to try ail other causes usually cognizable before the CÔunty
'Courts in England when the daniages are under forty shillings/' the
Council beg leave to observe,

"Tai a perpetual Act was passed in the twenty-sixth yeiff l thé ieg
or bis present Majesty intituled ' An Act for regulating the Courts of LaW,
established- in the several Counties for the trial of Actions to the value of
forty shillings: *

" That these Courts by the City Charter and the Letters Patent erecting
the several Couoties had juisdiction. of àll actions, cases, and causes wherein
th sum or thing denandtd 8hould not exceed. the sum or value qff&rtishillings;

"That the foregoing Act was repealed by the 12th Section of a 4emporan
Act passed in the 3Sth year of His Majesty's reigu, for two yedreintituied

4:Act for the more easy and speedy recovery of small debts,'whichgave
to a Justice of the Peace jurisdiction of all actions ofdebt, detinue, dccount,
covenant, trespass, and trespass on the case, wherein tte sum due or thing de-
rmunded 'sòzidd not eirceed èRe value of threc pounds- e

" That the foregoing temporary Act was continued by the'4ct 37, Geo.
3, passed 1Sth February, 1797, for five years;

" That on the 18th February, 1802, the same temporary Act expired, by
which the foregoing perpetúal Act 26, Geo. 3, C. 10, 'was revived aid be-
came in full force;

" That on the 5th March, 1802, an Act was passed intituled, 'AnAct for
ie easy and speedy recôvery of small debts, and for rëgulating tle proceed-
ipgs thereon( by which it vas enacted, 'that al act ins dierein .he Mum or
'thing in' denatd should not exceedfive pounds, -iliould. be heéaid'aid deter'
' mined before any one o ffis Majestys Jùstices ofthe Peace ii'the respec.
'tive Counties in this Province, and that no other Court should hold Plea or
'jurisdiction.of thesame;

'This Act left the foregoing perpetual. Act ofthe:26, Geo. , C.:106:in:fûH
torce, excepting so far as it might be virtually repealed :by the provisions of
this Act of the 42, Geo. S, as there was no express repeal or snention ofit in
the same Act;

That this Act·of the 42, Geo. 3,,was.continued by the Actofhe4Ga,
3, untilfhe lst day of this instant month of March,.wben it ipired:by its
own limitation, and left the said tct of the , Geo. 3, as it steiuanaia
full force, -

"If then lhe Clerk's Courts of the respectiv.e Counties and theCity·Court
ofthe City ofSt.John,referred toin the Actof the 26,Geo.3, by vitueoftheir

power


