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SELECTED POETRY.

The Heavealy Visitant.

BY JOHN WATERS.

* Bemorn, I stand at the door, and knock : if
sny man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
some in to him, and will rup with him, aud he
with me.” RaveLaTions, 1. 29

Wircome, bright Guest of Heaven'!

Lo at the outward threshold of my.door

I knee: to Thee, with grace unknown before;
Thy knock my heant hath riven!

I know Thee who Thou ‘art! -

8piritof my ascended Lord and King!

Kaoter, possess, and rule ! — Let me Thee bring
Within my. heart of heart!

Takeall I have to give:
My sou!, redeem’d, {forever be Thine own !
Forever, at the footstool of Thy Throne,
Thus let me gaze and live!

Aud art Thou here, at last?
Wilt Thou convert, accept, with me abide ?
May [, to Thee, each grief, each hope coafide ?
Could’st Thou fargive the past ?

This heart of gtilt, of stone ?
This wayward, fickle, contumacious soul ?
And of my secret sing,the long, lung Roll—
Could’st Thou foy these atone ?—

All power of Heavea is Thine! -
Loog bave | known thy glorious Works, oh Lerd!
Byt them, not Thee, have woshipp’d and adured!
Now Thou, Thysel(, art mine!

Spiritof Gon ! bright guget!
@on of the Bible L of my inmost beast! -
Sep.of my, pardes’d Son] ! Wyry part .
My Comforter, my vﬂ::'!. i

F.xceeding great Rewurd

Of Thine atoning Sacrificial Love! -

How doat Thou raise my thoughts this world above,
Saviour, Deliverer, Guard !

Such, such Thou art to me !
La here, e'en here, witiiin my inmest breast,
Reign Thou o'er all, and let me be Thy Guest,
Aud let me sup with Thee!

Assist thy servant Lord

In Loly converse bland to sup with Thee !

As face doth answer face, sct each doub! fres
By Thine own precious word.

Sublime each thouglt: the Soul,

As leaven leavencty the whole, restore

To Life, till Love no compusd hath fur more,
And.ifeaver imbue the whole !

The whole, the w'i 1o L« Thine !
Yau Earth with wif vy blas Yshmeats adieg
3raght Gaest! Gien st ' ] teel Tay prumise troe
Anttste rue Lire Living !

o

days are past, my: purpeses are- bickea . off
even the thoughts of my heart.”

How many are there now who-have ' thése
same thoughts! ' T have just heasd of an ac-
quaintance, that he has “failed,”—<¢.e., his
property is gone.. He.is insolvent. His

lans are brokem:.off. . What they were I
Enow not; charity weuld-hepe that purpeses
of usefulness wers , for he was
an office-bearer in the Church. Doubtless
he also.had plans for the edueation of his
children. . From circamstances, I think it
not-unlikely that he had planned for a com-
fortable retiremgnt frem business, and for]
days of ease and enjoyment in life’s decline.
But all of these plans are suddenly “ w
off.” His wealth is gfone, and with it have
gone various schemes which wete dependent
on it.

A few days since I heard ofencthér-ace
quaintance whose . purpeses- wese suddenly
broken off. . He had madesswinvestments,;
and had just arranged-te.acturn (o his hoste,
probably hoping;-scon-se. reslise:.
retorns. . Bt a knocked at. his.
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order; Faith enough triumphantly to over-
come and be more than conqueror over ali
the difficulties, trials, and impediments of
the way ; Zove cnough to do and suffer all
his pleasure, in the spirit and manner He
weald have mc; and Purity,-unsullied by
all I may pass through, from either earth or
bell. On my part, I have re-engaged to
walk in this Light, %o live in this Lowe, to
exercise this Fath, and to watch over this
Purity, by his--help, every moment of m

added existence. While thus engaged wi

Jehovah, the Triuse God, telling the Fa-
ther how abeslutely I depended, for all the
w needed to keep my covenant with
3 oa his Elect in whom his soul delight-
-oil, aad receiving from Ilim the conscious
inflex of the Holy. Ghost into my heast, I
was stroagly. reminded of Jacob’s memorial,
' where he.ancinted the pillar and vowed the
vow umto the God of his father. I thought,
L1 have 20 oil to comsecrate with—hdre isno
pillar to erect—I have only these sweet
wild fowers in my hand; but T will lay then.
and leave them on this hallowed spod wheres
Lhave knelt. One sign is as another with

door. It was.desath.: Heis gome!
and

How Jisble are-albearthly:
peses to .be ¢ m:: ‘

a_munuabl‘efm ‘

comes deranger, some uaforesen: ,
quently occurs..to .discsnsesss- their - plans..

lar.favour.is as.unstaldle se'the:mind. .
8o many. disappeintsnts.«-The eveps do
not yield uww did
not arrive in m'”#h‘fmh- e of the
market. The entespriss - profits-
bls than was T beek does aet
take. A change in the pol

The appointment was giver toa more adroit,
or, at least, a more successful, competitor.
The loss of oxe battle wrested a crown from
the grasp.

And then death , will come. Usuzlly he
comes much soner than was expected.  He
calls the young maiden from the toilet where
she was preparing for the ball-room or the
wedding, and she is drezzedin the winding-
shect.  He startles the young man from his
dreams of futare pleasure, riches or great-
ness, and Le is adin the grave. His sum-
mons calls the farmer from his plough, the
mechanic frow his shop, the lawyr from the
court-room, the statesman from the renate-
chamber, the minister from Lis study or pul-

plans, purposes, aud engagenients must te
“ hroken ot The schieme of wickedne: s,
or the plin «f benevolenee - endeavour

Wl ruin, o
~ave;—all

an intenti nto seduee to e e
an endemvour to o reelaim
schemes, plans, cncazements, worldly proz-

CHRISTEAN MISCELLANY. 7}

C Wer F
ererd 4 better woq antance with the thouzhts ludl
frasubiugs o puie i folty wnds" — Lr. Su ip.

“Broken off.

A zood man wio lived several thousand
Feary ato wis in great abiliction. e had
boen very wealily and wucl respected. He
tiad n.l;.u'g«: family, and Lad great comfort in
them, for they were rcliriously instructed.
Iu the arrangements of 'y vidcnce, this man
was made poor und childless. e was also
afllicted with painful and loathsorm: disease.
And 10 add to all, Lis triends beemne ealum-
aiators and torweators,  ‘There were sea-
sons when this c.\cvll(-m min gave way to
complunts, and: used languare which was
quite unsubmissive, not to sy irreverent.
I'hen again piety would resume her place
and his taith would shine forth g1<)ri«Ju.~I\".
like the sun emerging from a cloud which
hal concealed it tor a moment and its
brightness was the morg n!rikiug., In one
ot thos¢ moments of sadness and gloom, he

pecets or hopes—all st be Lid sside for
death.

Since things are 80, i< 1t not wise to have
al things in readiness for breaking oft’? Ve-
tary of pleasure and viee, are yvour affairs in
such readiness? Seeker of riches, honours,
power, or foine, cre yon reaay to have your
plans broken off 2 Follower of Christ, are
your pluns ond Lbours ‘n the ennse of your
Lord as yeu would wi h they were, were
they this nisht w0 Le breken ofl'”

Covenant Fngagements.

This moming in my solitary walk my
soul was drawn out afiecr God, and in my
communion With 1lim, very delightfull=. At
last, no ereature being nieh, T yickded to the
impulse within; and falling on mny kr.ces, on
the ground, beforc the Mujesty of von hich

Aspirunts for pomer epdb@e findthat pepun{

of a towsy
county, or stm has. the electioh. |

pit.  And when that summons iz heard, ol |

o relieve cud comturt the poorand afilicted, |
or a purpe se ol Cppressicn ol mh‘w;y—~1

theinfuits Jehowvah ; and while I thus. mask
the here, He will seal therecord above,
agd ] shall forget it no more for ever. Gilo-
b6 tinto my covenant God, the Father,
.4he Sos, and the Hciy Ghost !  On British
lae on fheeign greund, in life or in denth, this
L shall stand fast and sure.—Afrs..

Orgen,.

: Christianity versws Infidelity.
' 'Ws.would commend the following desth-
béd memition, from the faltering lips of an
sk gentletnan of exalted rank and high
asiry reputation, in reply to a friend who
Wb ¢ tempé Lo dowbt his trustingm 1.’
| >} have lived.fifly years, have .X‘Lul
through various situations in life, and have
for the most part kopt what is generally cal-
led good company. 1 have as<ociated with
kings and the companions of kings. 1 have
been generally esteemed a fortunate man,
and as you all know, have had my share of
honour, profit, and enjoyment. 1 have not,
as =ome of you know, been without my af-
flictions.

* But of all my pleasures and comforts,
none have been so durable, satisfactory, and
unalloyed, ag those derived from  religion,
In all my pains and disappointments, no-
thing has afforded so mnch inward support
as Christizn consolation.  Even now, at
that awful moement which sooner or later
yeu must all experience, when 1 am on the
point of being called into the presence of
my Makek, I feel that nothing but the
strone assuranee of a blessed Mediator and
Advecate coull ennble me to bear up under
the tergors of doath.

Lot thear thoughits, my dear friends, be
never wholly  absent from  your minds.
Whenever any rush man, ‘whether o free-
thinker, o reformer, or a modern pliloso-
pher, ehall endeavour to shake your belicf
on these points by argument, by sncer, or
by langhter, veply to them as 1 have fre-
quently had oceasion to doy—* Sir, I ac-
knowledge the strength of some of your
positions, and the ingenuity with which you
support them. 1 do not, 1 will not deny
that the rystem to which T profess myselt’
devoted pupil has its difliealtCes ; but as it is
the business of a Christian humbly to adore,
rather than to coll in guestion the unfathom-
able depths of Providence, let me ask if
your hypothesis is wholly free from diffi-
culty 7

* But whether I am mistaken or not, is
now wholly out of the question. 1 have

(made vp my mind, and am resolveld to trost

my present and future sadvation on Christi-
anitv. T find it replete with such exeellent

doctrines, 80 powerful in its effeets in corree-

heaven and this 12ir curth. entercd atresh | ting our conduct and purifying our hearts,

wilulged the following exclumation ; “My

into covenant with Him, and e with ne. | and such an unfailing support in the various
I would Lerc record, what Lie there cnd then | and severe trials of humar Jife, that 1 wm ! and receive merey, grace, and glory, a8 the
registercd, and scaled in the courts above. ! resolved never to part fromit.  Under such | gift of God. * What is a man profited if he
that, be my path and ciploy where and | soothing convietions, you have too much
what it may in future life, He will give|humanity as a man of fecling, and too much
Lsght coough cleverly to sce Llis will aud | politcness as a well-bred gentleman, to per-

scvere in your atempts to deprive me of

that which T value beyond all the treasures
on earth.

Theughis on Religion.:
It signifies nothing to-eay we will not
change our religion, if vur religion change

not us.

Ifa maugr(é(l dies a mere profespes,
it had been befter for him if he had lived
and died a mere heathen. '

It is not talking, but walking with: Gud,

that gives a man the denomination of a
Christian.

. Darkness-may. as well put on the name of
light, aa.a wicked man the name of 8 Chris-
tian

It is our maimbusiness in the- weeld, so
‘secure the happiness of the next,

A desire oiP i is natusal ; a desfre
of holiness hnrenunnl- T

1f we are willing, God will help ue: ¥
sincere, God will aceept us.

A seriows remembranee of God is {de
fo?hin &(i: ob'edi%mo toGod,

our things a Christian should espechully
labour after, namely, to .be humble, thank-
ful, watchful, and cheerful

If we weuld not fall into
we must sometimes deny oureelves in - those
that are lawful. .

. Salvation then dvaws neas to man, whea
it is his main care. .

Religion must be our business, them #
will be our delight.

1t will cost something $o be religions; it
wil%;muom not to be 80w ©

gate which leadate life ip astraight
gule, therefore we should. ;h} an epen
gale, therefore we should: 9%

Do'tha {ard’t wark n shin Lapd's thme 3
—pray while God hears; hear whils - God
speaks ; believe while God promises; ebey
while God communds. .

Religion is much talked of, but little un-
derstood, till the conscience be awakened;
then a man knows the worth of his soul, and
the want of a Saviour.

If we expeet to live with Christ in heave.
£n, we must live to him on earth.

precious ; but if they are lost, they. are irred
coverably loat.

and the favour of God is its reward.

The Fosligh Bargain. . * &g
Would not that be#@foolish bargain, M

man sold a house aggli some. acres of
for a few pence ? “Would -not that maa
mnke a foolish bargain, who agreed to go
seven years as a slave for a week's rich
living?  Would not that be a foolish bar-
gain, for @ man to sell all he had in the
world for three draughts of sweet liquor ?
But all these ure good bargains, compared
to a man who gains the whole world, and
loses his woul.  What foolish bargains do
many make, who, for a few sinful, shorte
lived pleasures, sell ull their hopes of a bet-
ter world : and, to please the appetites of the
body, neglect the roul, which must live for
ever and ever! That is dear bought sab-
batl.-breaking, dear bought lies, dear Lought
swenring, dear bought drinking, dear bought
negleet of salvation, which is purchased with
the losing of the soul.  Consider, my friend,
what you are doing, and buy the trath, and
sell it not.  Jwsus invites you to buy wine
and milk without money and without price.
| Sulvation is_freely offered you, and you are
intreated inhis word o receive it freely ; but
how awful will your condemnation be, if
you prefer the pleasures of the world to the
happiness of your soul! You will lament the
foolizh bargain for ever and ever. () then,
come ‘und hear the invitation of the gospel,

gain the whole world and lose Lis own

for his soul 7 Matt. xvi. 2b.

Our opportunities are, like our souls, very

The service of God is the roul's w«k%

488l ? or what shall a man give in exchange -




