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ON THE BATTLE LINE |

During the past week tremendous

ly important developments have

taken place in the great War, First
in importance and magnitude is the
drive

success of Mackensen's great

in Dobrudja where the victorious
Germans, Bulgars and Turks are in
full of the
Chernavoda railway and are pursuing
the
relentlessly.

Were Roumania in touch with
Western Europe effective aid could
in the
Unhappily,

possession Constanza

routed Russo-Roumania army

be given speedily, especially
matter of heavy guns.
Roumania can be reached only
through Russia, and the lines of
supply are hopelessly overladen, so
that even were the badly needed
guns already at Archangel it would
be a long while before they could be
brought into action in the Dobrudja.
that haste
est to He is giving
the beaten Russo-Roumanian army
no rest. Chernavoda has been evac
uated under pressure, and the
heights recently occupied twelve
miles mnorth of the Constanza
Chernavoda railway hav
untenable. There seems to be little
probability that the retreat will
stayed until the Bessarabian frontier
is reached. Even then the Germans
may be tempted to push on. Were
the army of von Mackensen to cross
the Danube at Ismail the great and
splendid prize of would be
almost within reach. By Mackensen,
who has genius for rapid move
ment, as_ the campaigns of 1915 in
Galicia, Poland and Serbia proved, a
rush for Odessa, which is less than
120 miles from the frontier of Bessa
rabia Roumania, might re
garded as entirely feasible, especially
if Falkenhayn, without his
ance, were simultaneously over
running Northern and Western Rou-
mania.—Globe, Oct. 26,

A writer in an English publication
The New Age, discussing the situa
tion in the Dobrudja and the failure
of the Russians to send a large army
into the Danubian region, says “It
was stated by General Kuropatkin in
Le Temps more than a month ago,
and quoted subsequently by Colonel
Repington in The that the
Russians cannot advance, or cannot
send ren anywhere, they
have used up their shells. They are
incidentally in mneed of heavy
howitzers and mountain guns, but
their requirement for or
three weeks has been shells, and
then more and more shells.
They look to us to provide them, to
us, the greatest manufacturing coun
try among the Allies It would
seem, therefore, that the shell prob
lem, although solved
front, is still
sphere of operations.
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Though the Roumanian resistance

uccesst

has hardened and occasional 8
are reported the Teutons are steadily
the all

lvanian front.

forcing ir way along the

Trans

BON'

four m
have captured

positions on the rigl ank the
Meuse f
Village

Thiaumont

two mile

Douamont,
tarm,

or a depth o The
and Fort of
and

tton

the
worl strong
holds of the Te advanced line
and the

of Thiaumont, have fallen before the

Haudromont quarries, north
French onslaught

The Frenc
that has
fighting
the maze of ifortifications that covers
the Verdun front, is a welcome anti
dote
the Roumanians.
Von Mackenzen and Von Falkenhayn
cannot draw troops from other fronts
to battle for Bucharest. It is an
omen of renewed allied pressure
against the lines in the
west,

h victory, won on terrain
n some of the bloodiest

of the war and won despite

to the Teuton victories against

It is evidence that

kaiser's

The ground gained at Verdun by
the
French soldiers has been as gallantly
held. If the fort falls to
them the French will have regained
of the
incredibly

the smashing success of gallant

of Vaux
line defence
Thus
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the whole first
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THE IRISH PROBLEM STILL THE
PARAMOUNT POLITICAL
INTEREST

REDMOND COMPLF

REGAINING I'l

CONFIDENCE OF IRISH PEOPLI

Special Cable to the CATHOLIC RECORD
(Copyright 1916, Central News)

London, Oct. 28.—Amid the tre
mendous swayings of all battlefronts
with Roumania depressing and Ver
dun hopes, Ireland still
occupies much attention behind the
Parliamentary scenes. This is partly
due to the after even
than to the interest created during
the actual in the House
Commons over John Redmond’s
tremendous indictment the War
Office methods and Lloyd George's
deliberate and omphatic admission
of the truth of the charges.

With such staggering terms
“stupidity’” and “"malignity” applied
by Lloyd George to his predecessor’s
methods, in addition the candid
Simon report to t murder
Skeflington together with other
revelations of the follies the
military regime, have the
implicit faith in the present military
in dealing with Ireland
factor that helped

gsettlement Irish
question on which all sane men, of
all political parties, English
determined,

raisiag our

effects, more

debate of

of

as

o

as he of
of

shaken

methods
A vother
towards

has
a of the
as well
is the
growing need of the splendid soldiers
which Ireland still the
British Army.

Lloyd who always takes
the lead in demanding the exhaustion
of every effort to win the war both
and munitions, and who was
the first to realize the gigantic needs,
the difficulties and perils of
war, put this aspect of the Irish
question to the forefront. He
argued, however, that recruiting was
impossible until a better atmosphere
existed in Ireland and he declared
that the better atmosphere could
only be reached by Home Rule. But
pbefore further attempt made to
give Home Rule to Ireland,
body recognizes that the Irish resent
ment against militarism be
assauged by the transformation of
the present military methods which
are relics of the rebellion
Duke is somewhat
apprehensive, owing to his English
training, of the sporadic outbursts of

as Irish, are now

could give

George,

in men

this
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every

must

Secretary too

popular impatience, and is inclined
to go though he in full
sympathy with the universal desire
to settle the Irish

reform the Irish
however, are being forced and several
changes will be made soon. The first
example of this is the appointment
of William Byrne, an Irishman born
in England, and both a Catholic and
Nationalist to the important office of
Under
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And
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majori always
anticipated, the
prietors whom the Irish Party have
brought into existence by their suc
cess winning many acts of
land reform, not the kind of
people to see with any satisfaction
the dominance anarchy in their
nation : and in spite of everything,
they have been steady. Their stead
iness is now itself, and
meeting after in different
rural capitals have indicated their
unswerving and unbroken confidence
in Redmond’s leadership and in the
constitutional movement. The chain
of silence was imposed on the steady
forces so long as military law was
exasperating everybody in Ireland

the peasant proprietors as well as
others. And this silence was misrep
resented as meaning the break-up of
| Redmond’s party. But military rule
is gradually passing out of sight ; the
reality of the peril to the constitu
tional movement with the consequent
loss of Home Rule for another gener
ation has been made morereal toevery
| body's mind by the outbursts of fac

1n 80

are

of

asserting

meeting

| Ireland is asserting itself ; and the
|

real opinion means that in spite of
everything the lrish people are deter-
mined not to go sun -chasing by
following the apostles of hopeless,
physical forve.

The English papers usual gave
but brief reports of Redmond’s meet
ing at Waterford I to
supplement these reportsby informa
tion I from
of the Irish Party who wert
I must avow that 1 looked
to this meeting with some
but I was told that my anxiety, here
in London the scene,
was felt equally by men in towns not
many miles from Waterford. All
kinds of alarmist reports cir
culated. 1t was freely said that
Redmond would not get out of Water
ford alive ; that there were men who
were determined have his blood,
and that they thought this visit to
Waterford gave them their opportun
ity. Some substance might be given
to these reports by the fact that
Waterford is well known in Ireland
city which political feeling
runs high., During the Parnell split
Waterford remained almost unani
mously and certainly fiercely Parnel
lite when there the bye
election at which Redmond was first
returned for Waterford after Parnell
Jdeath, the Parnellite
gtrong that
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of which an Emperor mightbe proud
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there 1 serious
of another in
the open ; but everybody acquainted
with the rural population of Ireland
knows that the Irish peasant is
always ready to garrison and fortify
his cottage ; and todiethereto the last
man rather than submit to what the
peasant considers injustice. Long
before the rebellion this central fact
of Irish peasant life brought
home very clearly to the minds of
the British authorities in Ireland ;
for when an attempt was announced
to capture a young Irishman who
had come from England by the mili
tary authorities, the home of the
boy was prepared for defence by his
parents and relatives and friends,
and the fortress could not have been
taken without of life ; so the
attempt was abandoned.
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Any talk of renewing negotiations
for an Irish settlement at this
moment is futile ; Ireland would not
permit her leaders to enter into any
such negotiations. And thus, as Mr,

| Redmond said in his Waterford
. refuse
|

will resume old

independent

their
critics

positioan of | t
of the Ministry.

Liberal journals in this country
have realised these facts of Irish
life, and with one accord have
denounced the attempt to extend |1
Conscription to Ireland, | not
think that there any Cabinet
Minister anybody in a
responsible who does not
the But all the
same, the resentment exists and may
be damaging to the future of Ireland
when the time comes again to bring
to end the century-old
between her and England
concession of Home Rule,
will be the greater after a victorious
war with khaki House of
mons and military class exultant
in it triumph over the most serious
peril that ever the British
Empire,

Thus, then, we this paradox
ical position in British politics, that
an overwhelming majority of British
politicians are in of the con
cession of self-government to Ireland
and at the while
Ireland, resentful suspicious,
stands aside
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“In striking contrast to these

unfortunate men were, of course, the

Catholic soldiers. It is true that

they were not all saints—far from it

but to them crowding round

their priest even on the departure

platform to receive Absolution before |
going the front, to their |
intimate knowledge of what to do, |
even though in their lives they had |
fallen far, to them returning |
desperately wounded and in all cases
geeking the priest as soon the
doctor, to one who for some
months had witnessed the mournful |
and palpable failure of the notion of
Catholicism, of which he was still a
minister and teacher, the last decid
ing factor.
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R. J. C

(London, England)

REV. AMPBELL, (Prot

Protestantism in general has had
little give to
for it has been sadly silent regarding
the fate of our dead. Once the grave
18 over their dust we have
been supposed to be able to do no
more for them, and to be ruthlessly
cut off from all connection with
them, direct or indirect.

“ May it not be that this war will
bring us back in a more definite and
helpful fashion to the doctrine of the
Communion of Saints ? Our dead
are not only not dead, but more alive
than we. To some extent they must
need us still ; the shock of passing
out of the physical body cannot have
changed them very much ; they want
us, think of us, long to know that
they are followed by our loving
thoughts and prayers.

“If they were helped in this way
while in the body, they can ba helped
even more when out of it.

comfort to mourners,

closed

Earnest,
persevering, loving prayer
can reach to comfort them and cheer
them on in their new venture
soul.”

of

H
(Philadelphia, April 27, 1915)

REv Pace DYER, (Episcopal)

Almost everybody believes there
heaven, but there a diversity
of thought as to when the saved shall
reach there. it is evident
that the bodies of all the saved will
be reunited to their souls at the time
of the Resurrection, for not until
then will they have risen from their
graves But what about the entrance
of the souls into heaven The Pro
testant belief is that every soul that
not go to hell goes to heaven at
the moment of death. One difliculty
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