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CHRISTMAS JOY
Behold, | bring you

RO 4! |.|n s of gieat joy

There is hurdl\ any one, my brethren,
who lives where this feast of Christmas is
kept who dees not feel a special joy in
it. Way do we say that “Christmas
comes but once a year,” if not because
we feel that there is nothing else thatean
take its place? We look forward to it
months beforehand; when it comes, we
keep it as long as we can and let it go
with regret, Why is it that it has such
a warm place in our hearts?

Is it merely that it is by common con-
sent g eat holiday; that it is a breath
ing-place in the bustle and hurry of life,
a time for meeting our friends, for giving
and receiving tokens of affection and re-
gard, a time of feasting and
merry? This has something to do with it,
but it is notall.  For if all it
would be possible to make by lawa holi
day like this, which no has ever
succeeded in doing. The early settlers
of this country, in a mistaken zeal against
chureh festivals, endeavored to make a
substitute tor Unristmas ; the
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anxiety for the preservation of the in-
ner life of the ecountry that so largely
found expression in years back in the
language and traditions of Ireland—they
should throw themselves with earnest-
ness into the temperance movement, and
should be willing to make any sacrifice
in its interest. If my contention be
wrong, the sooner you prove your
case the better, and hushand for Treland
the energies that are being wasted in a
mistaken canse. Tre resources of the
country are the soil—the minerals, the
timber, the water-power, ete.,—but far
more the health, the energies and the
Ahhe 0 | mu-lln,,:-nvu of the These are
o the * capital ' of the country.
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make it . s
an industry, and what by many is re
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Yes, we all feel that the joy of Christ- He may obtain it ; that is the reason | jog . ghere are too many bakeries for the
mas is a thing not made to order, It why it goes ""“ weart of all who have | qomand for bread; the people can not
comes from a source which lies in the | 2% heart to give, afford to buy furniture ; they can not
very mystery which we commemorate Let us then, in this happy season, | afford the luxuries of any more books or
and, even though we do not meditate or | enter into this joy which is the cause of | papers, so the printing houses must
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time. And they come because of it ; we | But let the love which goes with it be nle afford the luxury of
make merry outwardly because we are, ot a mere passin ing, to bear no at, industry is acconnt-
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The above is the title of a lecture ¥ o
mas does, delivered Oct. 28 in Dublin by the Very The poetry may not be as eorreet, but
And no wonder, for at Baster we can- | Rev. Father Aloysius, O. S, F .;|.;- I fear the truth ean not be questioned.
not but feel that our Lord, though | of the Capuchin friars who are doing A FALSE CLATM
triumphant and glorious. and promising | such fine work for temperance at “ We sometimes hear ple claim
us a share in His trinmpb and glory, | present in Ireland. that the drink traflic 5 at deal

still is separated from us.  He has passed
the portals of death, He has risen from
the grave, He has put on immertality.
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employment. We must remember

most | that the money spent on drink would
at the | give employment, and anyone who takes
the trouble to study the guestion will

see that it will give far more employ

all the stains of earth, till we have heen “ Perhaps I may express the position | ment if spent on the produetion of other
purified and washed by penance in His | in the words [ heard W. Russel speak There is a very unhealthy dis
Precions Blood. He has passed from | on one oceasion n do not beat yotween the figures revealed
mortal to immortal life, and it is the | drink, deink will beat you.” It my con- | by the shareholders balan sheet
raising of the mortal to the immortal, of | tentions be the truth, then i hold that | the wages yill of the great distilling w.l
earth to heaven, that Easter men and women who pre d to patriot- | brewing firms.  Then the value of the
And this, though indeed it is the ism, especially  those who profess | production wust be judged, too, from the
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conventual life, and that she was affected

lew thousands employed by the brewer, | by a longing for sensationalism.”

how many thrown out of work by “From a Catholie point of view." re
i mperance and rendered unemploy- | pavks the London Catholiec  Weekly,
able by the poison ot aleobol 2 For the | vghe Moult business looks like working
three or four or six assistants in a s goeal of good instead of harm, for
licensed premise who make their ving | gipeady it has given the public an
behind the eounter, how many must coti= | oynoprunity of s eing charges tested by

tribute the share of bread, and comforts

respectable non-Catholies, by permitted
of home and children 7 No nation ean | j,qpe u of an enclose 1 relizious house,
maintain iedustrial health and eompete | with results that fully vindieate the
in industrial rivalry if that nation keeps | agnventual life and give the lie to its
up a constant waste of money aud spends | opamies,”
on luxuries, not to speak of pois woney . -——
needed for the purposes that are vital \ \ T R A
and essential. A rioh country might | THE CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL
stand the drain for years, but a poor
country ean not endure it “We must look to Christma8 as the
" THE MORAL ASPECT festival of the children,” says Cardinal
“But a more important aspect of | Manui Itis~o beeause it istl
national life is the moral aspect val of t child Jesus—it isthe
Luxury and immorality have, ere this, | of home, of father mo®her and little one
undermined the foundatvions of the | Andat this Christmas time all w
greatest and most powerful nations that | ehl dren ought to lay to heart the respor
the world ever »aw. Andthe decad sility allotted them in respect to ther
of the moral life of any nation is I'ney were the children of fathers and
sure forernnner of natior extinetic hers by nature, hut they were t
Recalli the pasy renown of our eoun- | ¢ ren of God by adoption and grace,
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think it was, happily put it, and we
were the sunctuary of ehristendom. We
waie ren ied lor the wisdos f our
legislators, for the
laws and their pure
our hospitality and
all, for our fidelity through trial a
death to our principles
virtue, lcan never faney in my visi
f the future of Ireland a conutry hold-
ng the palm lor manunfactures

od inits material sense I see

soil the fruitful resour

saries of our people and

t our pre-eminence |

the attainment of the hi nd
wer of man—wisdom li
he poet Mangan has well said:

“The power of physical strength, the
profiering of money and estates, the
threat and deed of murder, could not

rob the Irish peop'e of their

conscienti-

ous eonvierions and their high moral
sentiments, But I need not labor the
poiut. Drink breathes not only disease

but erime,
and

and transforms the religious
warm-hearted Christian Irishman
into a cruel, heartless, and unserupulous
villain.'

The lecturer in coneluding, de

It with

the effect of drink in the home life,
which he said was at the root of the
national lite, and, concluding, said that
if intemperance was undermining the
industrial, m ral, and home life ot Ire
land, then it was the duty of Irish mer
ind w n who professed to be inter-
ested in the wellare of their country to
throw themselves with earnestuess into
the struggle for a sober Ireland.
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s the English testant ,\Hu ce has
expended much and money in the
muking, has bee wiled, The story is
interesting
Some mths ago one Miss Madge
Moult, desiring to terminate her sojourn
it St. Mary Abbey, Bast Bergl ear
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undertaken by thie

ing Rev. E. A. 1 the Anglican Viear
of Manningtree; the Lord of the Manor,
and a Justice of the Peace, none of whom
is a Catholie, Theso gentlemen visited
the convent by vitation, at an hour
arranged among smsel vos, By per-

mission of the wp of Northampton,

the rule of enc e was relaxed, and
the visitors explored the convent in
every part, examined the arrangements,
food, ete., and questioned the inmates
reely.  Nobody other than a purblind
fan of t

antih convent sehool can

fail to regard the report which has been

Wi ind s 'd by these three
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day ad they ruled over their
hie And had the light of faith
shone i ir homes ?  Had fathers
lived with their ehildren as if v were
vnm wvoring to bring them 18 St
ph brought up the Child .
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itate the Blessed Virgin in
love, care and tehfulness
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them There sides their
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them and ' ve duties
f lov and care, ¢ servants
in their houses were just as if they
were the childrer famil
Did they treat the ants  with
tenderness, generosity v watehful-
ness and care for their Arnl welfare ?
Did they do all they could to enable
their servants to serve God 2 Did they

1fford them time to
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meals, d’s blessing upon them and
give thanks for them ?

That was the practice of the fire-
fathers when the light of the Incarna-

tion shed its brightness over the land ;
but now unhappily, * a darke
ness come over the land and a mist over
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'HE RELAPSED CONVERT
RESPONSIBILITY OF CATHOLICS WHOSF
CONDUCT DISEDIFIES NEWCOMERS,
Some recent occurrences connected
with the relapse of certain converts
ought not to excite that uncharitable
ndignation which some ot us think it our

duty to express on similar

occasions

I'he relapsed convert—'vert is perhaps
v better word—is not so unusual as
1sed to be.

» causes of these relapses are, as a
rule, the haste with which converts are
received into the Chureh and the down-
fall of their ideas on coming into eon-
tact with the actual life of Catholies in

this

country. The emotional man or
woman, who takes the smell of incense
for a waft of the odors of heaven, or the

altar lamp as the benignant eye of God ;
who enters the Chureh with the
t once

impres-

sion tha all real responsibil-

there

ity ends ; who feels that Catholies form
an angelie phalanx, certainly when
the truth of the situation dawns on him,

likely to count the cost. But shall we
blame him ? Shall we call him an apos-
tate feeling bitterly that he has not
failed to keep faith, but has dis

ed our statisties 2 Not at all. We

ust, in ordinary charity, remember

tha lias been sorely tried when no
ttempt was made to steel him for the
trial,

A convert who enters the Chureh
with the expectation that he will meet
vty human sympathy from the ne
co-religionists  will surely be l|1\.|!)
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