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THE MINING LAWS OF ONTARIO.
Summary of An Act in Whichk There " Are

222 Sections.

By T. W, Gibson, Deputy Mihister of Mines

In-view of the criticisms of /the Mining Laws .of the
Province wf Ontario. the following précis has been Written
for “The Monetary Times” by Mri ¥. W, Gibson, Deputy
Minister of Mines, at |the rvr,‘m st of the Minister, the Hon
Frank Cochrane

T'he Mining” Laws of Ontafio were remodelled at the
last stssion of thé Legislature, ‘amd 'the -following 1s a
syngpsis of the New AT ulh(l.{”y _J(u(r\\” as The Minces
\ct, 1006, so far as cpncerns the taking up of mining lands
the praperty of the Crown 3

In order 1o icquire mining .“.Anﬁ~ the property of the
Crown two essentialsifire réquisite: (1) A Miner's License,
which costs $10 per annum; (2) discoyery of valuable min
eral in place I'he holder of a Mingr's License is entitled
(o praspect for minerals on all {ands save those included in
Forest -Reserves; in the latter case i special permit is re
v|\\11"“

L.ands which have been sold ér Jocated for agricultural
pugposes since’ gth May, 1891, since which time the mines
and -minerals o said jJands have been reserved _to the
Créwn, may also be prospected by the holder of a Miner's
License

‘Apphidanty for ‘mineral clawns! omr lands, the surface
righty of which have bieen granted lof! focated, must compen-
sate, the holders of the surface nights for damages Rlon
thesetg-before patemt can issue

What a Discoveres. Must Do.

“Lands  covered by timber licehse may be prospected
for' mineral, and if discovery 1s madet may be staked out as

muneral claims The ;.,v,.!n-,n‘l is/ not authorized to begin-

mimng operatond ~withouwt produting the consent of the
Department after compmunication [ wilh the holder of the
\nn\nr license

“Theé Act provides for the divisioh of the Provinee into
mming divisions with a, Recorder in g¢ach division Where
there “‘. not \nﬂn'{un prospecting té warrant (l\n establish
ment of 3 local office, apphications ar¢ made o the. Depart
ment at Toronto

‘On discovery  of ~valuable ‘migeral in place on un
tocared lands the licepse is required to staké out a claim
”u Sizéd ot a rf.mn, vf\'}-m m q»('m.’l!_mnnnu divisions’ ts 40
acres, viz., .20 <hains square, with houndaries duc north,
south, east and west. | In unsurveyed territory the claim
may be staked odt to suit she discoverer. In surveyed ter
mory ,he claim must conform to . surveyed lines on the
] -
glound. | The corters df a claim are miatked with' four posts
Ihese posts are connceted by lines bazed on the trees, if
there :are any, or marked by pickets Jor mounds if~on bare
fock A similar line is blazed of mgrked from No, 1 (the
north-east) post to the discoverys \\.\\\\\\\ must also be mark
ed by a post p.‘mru( i the outéropping. On No. 1 post
and the discovery post miist be marked the mame of the
ficensée with the number of his licenbe. . daté of discovery,
wrd if in surveygd terfitory,” the: spb-division ef the Jot
claimed

<“In specipl mining, divisions e $ize of theé claim is 20

acres, vid, 20 chams from north (-s south,. and 1o chains

It will be seen that the discovery of mineral in place
is necessary Before a mining claim can be ‘acquired; The
law makes special provasion for cases where mineral does
not outcrop at the surface by reason of an overburden of
soil. barren rock, etc, or where the nature of the mineral

does not admit of its appearing at the surface, as in the c.se

of natural gas, salt, etc
Two Dollars an Acre for Some.

“In such cdses a working permit may be procured sixty
days after making application therefor entitling the holder
to- exclusive possession of the claim for six q)unths During
this time he is required to work on the claim five days in
the week, or to expend an equivalent amount of labor, At
the end-of six months, if no discovery has been‘made._a
renewal of the permit may be obtained, On making dis.
covery, the claim may be taken up in the ordinary way.

“The Act also provides for what 1s known as ‘pros-
pecting permits, under which a square mile of Crown ter-
ritory may be staked out for the following minerals, viz.:

coal, petroleum, natural gas, or salt, upon which $2 per acre
must 'n expe nded in searching for minerals during the cur-

ency of the permit, which is issued for one year. Upon dis-.

covery of any such minerals a lcase may be obtained at an
innual rental of $1.00 .

I'c hold mining lands acquired under the Act a miner's
license is mecessarv. Mining companies as well as persons
and firms operating mines must also be licensees.

“Disputes between licensees, instead of being settled as
formerly by the Department of Lands and Mines, ar¢ now

reférred to a Mining Commissioner An appeal lies from-

the decision of the Mining Recorder to the Commissioner,
and from rhr*\mml«ioncr to a Divisional Court, whose
judgment is final

“There are nd royalties or taxes [evied on minerals in
Ontario.

“Miners and workmen under the Mines Act may obtan
a [ien for wages in the same way as a workman under the
Mechanics Lien Act >

“Liquor licenses may not be granted in new mining

camps within six miles of a working mine.’
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LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE

At ‘the conference of the Intermational Association of
Accident Underwriters at Bluff Point, Lake Chamnlain,
thirty-six companies were represented, hali a dozen of
them Canadian. The president, Mr. W. Bro. Smith, gave the
annual address. Among the addresses were those by Mr
Barry, Insurance Commissioner for Michigan, . on “The ln-
surance Company-ard its Relations to the Public”; Mr, Miles
Dawson, the eminent actuary of New York, on “Health
[nsurance in North America”; V. D. Clif on “Industrial,
Accident and Health Insurance”; by F. C. Oviatt 'on the
general subjget ’

Mr. Smith deplored the failure of the association_to
cure foolish action by companies. - Mr. Eastmure, of To-
ronto, differed from this view, jnshnng thdt the voluntary
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SEC

from cast (o west.  The township 6f Coleman las been pro

chaimed a special minmg division by! the Act

association eould control no one, and that the individual
“Within ‘fteen -da ‘ Ly : companies were to ‘blame for not Iu”uwmg the recommen~
licensee ""” t‘ " k ’ I )\"! «_}l:’“ Yrr ;l.‘ hﬂm ',‘\l! e Soniear the datiens of the body Mr, Barry condemned the double
Icensec s 1ake a 3¢ 0 0 wye 1 echrrle m Y
Bcé. of ‘the Recorder! for the Sl o ’. ‘,,r‘“[ . I\h' liability clause in policies, and also_the beneficiary clause.
the purpose. One day. addi 3 BT ol oigpieen Mr. Oviatt, in an able paper, s.mnlul the “fakes and frills”
: ’ . ’ : lx‘ =\"‘ tigmad s is al “H{ or every that some.>companies tac Il on  their policies for mere
st b i fronk the L AT e that _somae, v ‘ P olicies for v
; advertising” Some of the newer companies, he thought,
Three Clalins a Year hdie Maximumj were selfishly aiming at pe tty advahtages,  and there was a
{f ack of dignity about their bis siness. A committee was ap-
tke out thide mining” claims n pointed to prepar standard forms aof policy
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OpMent work ik tequire y N Ov a year ago the T American Life Assurance
t minety dHys after i rding it ompany annlied 1 1 . . ' &
A Hys after i t, mpany applicd mmissioner at St. Paul,
H' ~' xt ‘U‘- ¥ veard and ¢ ’\- Minnesota, for the mortgages on deposit
X IiN @l 240 «l 5 ol ther on f"“ oround ha )
within three ear ' bhisit ‘ S Sesh 1ad not transacte
be ¢omnle AR S Dpes - tnRBAt DtAk having but a few
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5 . thereupon entered

 friendly suit to obtain possession of the mortgages. addrese -
smounting to a little "over $100.000 and ""'L'(“.”"’ that it
T would be “!”Inf to leave on deposit in the State for the
verify thdl il protection 4‘?~[1r:,'ll'\hu7y.’4r‘ (the total smount-of the policies
Ty Similarl the amo unt i , ‘f\ ”)‘ » mg about $17.500) gold ond t the amount of S_‘_:.Om-
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