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Arctic and Western Plants in Continental Acadia

from Labrador to Florida, and envelop the ea.s.ternhpli;.l‘s Oifnigllll(i
Brifish Possessions, which are fully exposed to its ¢ 1r ;nf p
ence, with fog and mist. The principal body of the cur stward
southwarq around Newfoundland, but a branch goes ‘];ell isle
between this Island and Labrador, through the Straits of elel d ‘
and courses around the Gulf of St. Lawrence, as has been already
stated.
It is the transporting power of this curre.nt as a'W{I;OIe’czgi l::
this branch, in particular, which has more directly influen
vegetation of our country. -
igl‘hree of the largest rizrers in the Old World, and an equa?l nu;:t
ber of those in the New, help to freshen the e grter_
oceanic stream. The Spring floods of the grefat Slbemalt1 Z?bris
eourses sweep down into it vast quantities of drift-wood and dé o
filled with the seeds of plants. Many of these are Cal‘l‘le.d onw. 3
in the floe-jce toward the American coast, where they receive accesk
sions from the McKenzie River, and in the course of ! WO.l'
their way through the group of islands between 1.\Iort.h .Amen(t:a-
and Greenland. The Saskatchewan River also contributes its quota

of organic relics to the burden borne on the bosom .Of £ P;IEZ
current from the Aretic regions of the three continents.
Peculiarity of a1 these

great water-courses is, that thei.r sourc?s
are in temperate latitudes, while their embouchure:c; are 1? Arctic
or sub-Arctic regions, and thus the waste of vegetation which tl}ey
bear downward toward the sea, when they are swollen by melting
Snows, is cast upon the ice about their mouths. The seeds of
plants f

ourishing in the regions from which these rivers flow might
* thus ver

Y readily be transported in the course of time, upon floe

ice and drift-wood, to the north-eastern parts of America.
Accordingl

Y we find little difficulty in tracing back the course
of the Boreal anq Aretic types north-westward across the Continent
toward Asia, Labrador and Newfoundland are bleak,
inhospitable countries, whose flora is but imperfectly known ; yet
of the three score SPecies in the list of Boreal plants, more than
one-half have been gathered there, In the St. Lawrence Valley,
chiefly in that Part of it below the Ottawa River and around Lakes
Huron and Superior, more than two-thirds of the list of Boreal
Species occur ; many of thege being only known in the far w?stern
Parts of the Valley about Lakes Superior and Huron, or in the.
ountain tops of New England and New York. The presence ot

of America,



