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Pork Productions — Views of a

Leading Manitoba

FARMER'S ADVOCATE:

are glad to say that hogs
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prepared for the next
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s out of this country for hog
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distributed thr
be bought up

oughout the
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fit for market, as the
ghing from 150 to
and very heavy
d in so doing they get
have no doubt but
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and farmers that give
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will be well paid for their trouble.
J. Y. GriFriN & Co.,
Winnipeg, Man.
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Seed Wheat.
BY D. F. WILSON, BRANDON.

At the beginning of the harvests of 1891 and
1892, owing to the pressure of work and the dread
of early frost wheat was cut very green—so
green that it might well be called an experi-
ment ; and it was thought by many in 1891 that
farmers in numbers of instances were spoiling
their sample of wheat, but they were, in most

agreeably disppointed. The question is,
Is this early cut wheat suitable for seed ?

It is now generally acknowledged that wheat
cut on the green side makes a better sample of
grain then that which is allowed to get dead
ripe. Not only does it appear a better sample
to the ordinary observer, but the miller also pre-
fers it, as it makes a whiter flour. Bat while it
makes a whiter floar authorities in the matter
say that it is not a8 putritious flour as that made
from wheat that has stood till it was thoroughly
ripe. The early cut wheat contains more starch
and less gluten than the ripe grain. Its supply of
nitrogen having been cut off before it was ma-
tured, it makes up the deficiency by drawing on
the air for an extra amount of carbon, which in
the form of starch makes a very pretty flour. A
wheat plant contains all its nitrogen when in
blossom, but if cut before it is ripe some of this
will be left in the root, and also some in the
straw, for by cutting while green the water can
no longer ascend in the stem, and there is, there--
fore, nothing to convey the nitrogen on to the
head and form the perfect grain. All farmers
know that the green cut &traw is much better
feod than that which has been allowed to get

y ripe, which is a practical proof that
it contains more nitrogen. 1 have seen wheat
cut so green that it seemed almost impossible
that the grain could ever be anything but
ghrunken ; and had it been put up in long
stooks, so as to quickly dry out, there is no
doubt that it would have been so ; but in this
case it was put up closely in large, round stooks,
and well capped, the result being a very good
sample of wheat. By stooking in this way the
sun and wind were prevented from doing
their work too fast, the wheat remaining green
for a considerable time, in which state it is able
to absorb carbonic acid gas, which, being con-
verted into starch, made up the deficiency in
the grain which should have been derived from
other sources. Such wheat as this is not perfect
grain—it is immature, though the eye cannot de-
tect it ; it is in reality deficient in vitality,
probably quite as much so as wheat that is some-
what frozen.

The germinating qualities of frozen wheat
have been proved by tests in many instances to
be equal to No. 1 Hard. These tests have, bow-
ever, been generally ander favorable conditions,
and where the young plants would beable to get
enough nourishment out of & very much shrunken
seed to feach the surface, when it may be said to
be independent ; but were the crop grown from
frozen seed, frozen and that sown again, and this
repeated a few times, 1 think we should find
that the yield of wheat per acre, even when not
frozen, would be much below that where good
seed had been sown year after year. This being
the case, it is a great mistake to sow wheat that
has been cut green, for we may expect the same
results in the course of & fow years as if sowing
frozen wheat had been persisted in, and not only
would there be a falling off in the yield, but also
a deterioration in the quality of the grain. In
the early days of settlement, when it was almost
impossible to get seed potatoes, 1 grew an ex-
cellent crop from the smallest seed I ever saw
planted, but I would not expect to do so if
picked out small potatoes for seed every year for
a few years.

There are many good farmers who make a
practice of sowing the best wheat they have, and
this will often be that which has been cut green-
est, and is, therefore, anything but the best for
seed, and would be much better sold, for the
buyers will pay the highest figure for it. No. 1
Extra is not necessarily the best seed.

The wheat crop of Manitoba being of so much
importance, everything that tends toits improve-
ment should be taken advantage of, and to do
so farmers should make a practice of growing
their seed. In doing so a piece of land should
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