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FARMER'S

\

ADVOCATE.

6

Farmers’ Clubs,

We give the following a welcome apace
in our columns. It has been kindly for-
warded to us by the Secretary of the
Society. We think it but right to inform
our readers that this Hamilton Club does
not belong to the city of Hamilton, but to
a township in the County of Northumber-
land, over a hundred miles from the city.
We think some of our cities, or farmers
near the cities, might be taught a lesson
bly their distant friends. These Clubs are
the very foundation of agricultural pros-
Fent_y. It is our impression that some
eading men in Canada will be impressed
with this idea, and Farmers' Clubs will be
established in each township. We are
well aware there are great difficulties in
the way : it requires time, patience and
money to get one established ; and oh !
how tardy and penurious are some of our
wealthy farmers! No appeal will affect
them. Money has been heaped upon them
more from luck than from management ;
but many would never expend one cent
for any public purpose unless compelled to
do 80 by the strict arm of the law. Those
willing, laborious gentlemen who devote
their time and abilities to aid the estab-
lishment or maintaining a Farmers’ Club
should be substantially encouraged. Their
work increases the value of the poor-
spirited miser’s property, and he should be
compelled to dole out an unwilling dollar
to aid such. Township Councils might
most profitably encourage such. There is
not at this present time one farmer in one
thousand that knows the name, or nature,
or adaptability of one quarter of the com-
monest cereals or roots that are even
raised in Canada, no, not either of wheat,
peas, barley, oats, or potatoes.

These Societies teach us ; they cause us
to seek for knowledge ; it is only the best
who will venture to 1mpart knowledge ;
many a stingy old cadger will even have
the barefaced andacity to desire to ridicule
the attempt of some poor, younger, more
enterprising man than himselt’ for doing
his best to give information. We hope
this will hit some ; but they do not belong
to the subscribers of the ADVOCATE, as
that class do not take agricultural pajers.
Some ot you may profit by these remarks ;
those are the persons for whom we write—
namely, the Public. The class we speak
of have never had spirit or enterprise
enough to take an agricultural paper of
any kind ; they know more than the united
kunowledge of the country.

The Secretary will accept our thanks
for his kindness. There ure two other
Societies in Canada—protably more —
perhaps they will keep us posted. We
wish you every success, and shall be
pleased to hear of your progress and see
accounts of your discussions.

TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON FARMERS’ CLUB.

A meeting of the above Club was held at
Alts. Wood’s Hotel, on the 15th ult.—Mr.
Ldward Bellerby i1 the chair. Presen —
Messrs. McDonald, Bourn. Bellerby, Aitchi-
son. Pratt, Young, Sidey, Burnham, Medcalie
and others.

Mr. Sidey intreduced the subject for dis-
cussion. viz., ¢ Barley. and its Cultivation,”
with the following remarks :—Geutlemen, I
feel sorry that you have chusen me to bring
hefora you the subject selected for discussion
to-day, ™ Barley, ar d 1its Cultivation,” knowing
that 1here are some more conipitent, by longer
experience, and better qualified to treat this
sulject than Taw.  But, considerng the bene-
fit That may te dericed from the proper dis-
cusion of any subje-t pertaining to fvmini
(and for which this Clnb was orzanised),
will endeavor to do what little 1 c:n to con-
trilute to our mutual prosperity.  In looking
at this subject, I see it is divided into two
parts, ¢ Barley, ard its Cuitivation.” About
the first account or mention we have of barley
dates as far back as the time of the Exodus, |
when we read of the harley being smitten in |
Ezypt. and we read of Ruth that she came to
Betidehem at the “beginning of barley nar-
vest” an: no doubt it is indigenons to that
casern ¢ unt y.  How it fonnd ite way to
Britain I carnot say, but it has long been
caitivated there to a great extent. And for

, l?:::ga: ,f“p“ﬂﬁ;“’; in the Province of Ontario)
et crea ed that it has beconie one of our
stiple crops ; the six-rowed being the prin-
cipal variety cultivated in this country.” In
regard te the different varieties of barley,
Professor Law divides the cultivated burley
into two distinctions—the two-rowed and six-
rowed. Lawson describes tweity varieties
while the museum of the Hi:hland .Agricul-
tural Society contains specimens of thirty or
more. The classification of batley by the éar
is of three kinds—the four-rowed. termed in
Britain Bere or Bigg, the six-rowed, and two-
rowed. Of these, the Bere or Bigg was that
which was mostly cultivated about a century
ago, but more recently the two-rowed has
almost entirely supplanted it, and is now the
wost commenly cuitivated barley in Britain,
the six-rowed being ratheran object of curiosity
than culture. In classifying barley by the
grain, there are only two kinds, Bere or Bigg.
and barley. In the bere, the medinm line of
the bosom is so traced as to give the grain a
twisted ferm, one of its sides appraring larger
than the other. In the harley the line passe:
straight, and divides the grain into two equal
s des, whose shortness and plumpness give 1t a
character ¢f supeiiority. The bigg bas long
been recognised in Scotland, and a two-rowed
variety under the nawe of common or Scotch
barley was for a long time cultivated ; but
several of the English varieties have been
naturalized, andjshow a brighter and fairer
color, plumper and shorter grain, malts much
uicker, but is less hardy and prolific than
the common barley. The great bulk of barley
is used for malting purposes, and is excellent
food (when choppedg for fattening cattle and
pigs, and also for horses when boiled, and more
economical (considering theé present prices of
peas or oats.) Its fattening properties are ten
per cent. more than that of peas, equal weight,
while its nutritive properties are the same.—
In speaking of the cultivation of barley, 1
would say, in the first place, that a loam soil
is the most suitable for its production.—
Although barley is not so hard en the soil as
some of the cereals’ yet it requires a clean,
rich soil, and land that has been made fit for
a turnip or other hoe crop will give a greater
{i*ld than when sown after any other cercal.
t does not require a deep seed bed, but it
must Le thoroughly pulverised, or you necd
not expect a large rcturn. Io preparing the
goil for barl y (if sown after a hae crop), the
ground shouid be ploughed once in the fall, xo
as to have the bencfit of the winter’s frost; it
should be plonghed in ridges the prper width
for sawing ; if sown on wheat or oat stubble,
pluugh ‘as soon after harvest as poséible, and
harrow after to kill ail weeds. If not 1ich
enough, put cn a good coat of manure just
previ-us to ploughing again, before frost sets
in. In spiing, when the land is in a fit state
for working, and just bef re s)wing, the ground
shouid be gone over with the cultivator, cross-
ing the furrows, and suigle tine with the har-
rows after, in order to give a luose and even
geed bed. If clay soil the gang plough would
be better than the cu'tivator. As to the pro-
per time for sowing, much will depend or the
season ; if spring opens early, and continues
fine, without frust, it might be sown in the
last week cof April, but generally I would not
gow until the ath or 10th of May, or even
later, as the young braird is very tender. and
when early sown is very apt to get nipped with
frost, and be the cause of reducing the increase
of the crup.  There is much difference of npi-
nion as to the quantity to be rown per acre.
li sown caely, less seed will Le required than
wlen sown late, two bushels per acre being
cufficient at any time, but I would rather sow
14 than 2. A judicious selection of seed is an
essential point to insire a good crep. We
cannot be too perticnlar on this point,  If we
would clean grain intended for sced, as we do
that for exhib.tic ns, we would not only Lave a
better quality, but an increased yie'd. If the
seeld bed has been prepared as I have stated,
a single tine of the harrows eah way will be
ail that is required to cover the seed before
rolling.  If grass seeds are to be sown, the
ground should be riled immediately after
sowing, but if clay scil, the seeds should be
harrowed in with light harrows, and the rolling
ieft till the braird 1s well through the gr«*und.
I wight say that I have f.und. frem three to

{ four years’ experience, that from 100 lbs. to

150 Ihs. of salt sown to the acre will have the
effect of stiffening the straw, and is of great
benefit where barley is sown on rich clay soil.
Gentlemen, having given you my knowledge
atout barlsy, and my smail experience in
regard to its cultivation, it is now open for
your discussion.

the last ten or twelve years, the extent of
ground over which barley has been sown 18

Mr. A. McDorald said that he theught he
oould mot add much to Mr. Sidey’s ngdrel(,

as that gentleman had touched on most of tl e
subjects connected with barley that he cou'd
think-ef. He thought tlie six-rowed variety
was most ‘saitable for us, chiefly on account of
our market—the Americans liked it be-t. H:
thought the two-rowed barley yielded best.
especially on clay soils, but that the six-rower
ripened earlier, and was not so easilydiscalored
if we happened to have showery weather dur
ing harvest ; that a dry, Inamy sofl was bes
for barley, as it was easily hurt with wét ; that
he thought it did best either after a summe:
fallow or a Todt ‘crop that had been well ma-
nured, with the ground well ridged np in the
fall. in ridges say from 15 to 18feet wide, ther
in the spring cultivating acrosd the ridges. twi
or threé days before sowing. He would no
sow tuo early, as barley was a tender p'ant, an:
wag apt to he hurt with frost if sown early.—
He had found a great advantage in dressing
the ground for barley, by drawing cat short
well-rotted manure even niurin\; winter or earh
spring, and spreadiug it over the: ground, th
cultivator mixing it with the-top svil ; he had
found it beneficial to apply plaster to barley
it came up gospecially if the season wasdry)
At the rate of 100 1bs. to 150/1bs. to the dcre
He thought salt would be 'an ndvantace ; hi
Lad not tried it as yet, but inténded to ‘tr)
four or five bundred weight of salt to the aci
oh his barley this year. ~ Barley was sown toc
early on a clay soil ; if the ground was lumpy
it was apt never to come up through the
oround at all. One year he dowed his barley,
the next day a heavy rain eamd o, and one-
half of the barley mever got throuﬁh the
ground, it was baked so hard. He though
the groundought to be well prepared before
sowing barley, made mellow on the top, not
tno deep, as harley drew its nourishment fron:
teat the surface’; he thought that to apph
about 150 1bs. of superphosphate of lime atony
with the barley, harrowing all in together
would be a great advantage. Ile had seen
Bone dust applied at the rate of six bushel:
per acre on part of a field of barley. That
part yielded ten bushels an acre more tha
the rest of the field where no dust was applied

Mr. Bourn said he had no experience with
parley ; he had only grown one crop, and
found it dil not answer on his light soil ; he
thought it did best eithier after fallow or elst
after 4 root crop ; he would prefer it after a
root crop on a fertile soil ; he thought the

land required to be made very fine for barley,
more so than for wheat ; he thonght spring
wheat would do well on ground that wax too
rough for barley ; he saw that barlev did not
do we'l on light, sandy land ; it would dry up
and come to nothing.

Mr. Francis Aitchison said that of all the
cultivated graius there is, perhaps. none which
comes to perfection in such a variety of cli-
tnates as barley. It is found in most parts ol
the habitable globe, and maintained itself in
snite alike of tropical heat and draught, and
the cold of regions bordering on the frigid
zone. Linnzeus found it growing in Luleav
Lapland, in latitude 67°; in genial climates,
such as Egypt, Barbary and the south of Spain,
two crops of barley may be reaped the same
year, one in spring from seed sown the pre-
vious autumn, and one in autumn from a

spring snwhag, This explains a passage in the
Bible (Exod. ix. 31), where the effcct of the
hail which desolated Egypt in consequence of
Pharaoh’s refusal to let the children of Israel
depart is thus described :—*The flax and the
barley were smiisten, for the barley was in the
ear and the flax was bolled. but the wheat
and the rye were not smitten, for they were
not grown up.” It is agreed among commen-
tators that the event thus narrrated took
place in the month of March ; the first crop
of barley was tlherefore nearly ripe and the
flax ready to pull, but the wheat and rye sown
in spring were not vet sufticiently advanced
in growth to be hurt by the hail Barley
grows best on light. fertile soil, well cultivated
and free from weeds, which are more injurions
to it than to any other grain; it should.
therefore, follow a hoe crop. if possible. Root

crops require a well-vulverized roil, and 8o
does barley. In Scotland, it is almost always
sown after turnips, which have been either fed
off by sheep or drawn to winter quarters for
cattle food. This grain does well on heavy
soils, providel they are worked and stirred
until a pioper tilth is secured ; but this, of
course. mereases labour just at the busiest

season of the vear. But 1t should always be
borne in mind that it is very po.r pelicy to
sow barley on land not properly pulverized.
Barley grows and ripens with astonishing 1a-
| pidity ; nevertheless. it should be got in as
early as the state of the gronnd will admit,
and should be harvested before it is quite
ripe, as it quickly injures if allowed to

t00 lonz. When harvested early, the grain
is of superior quality and less liable to chell
‘out and be wasted. The grain of ‘barley very
much resembles that of wheat in its composi-
tion, but it contains less gluten and more
starch and sigar, as the resnit of which it
is less nutritions, thongh equally wholesome,

Barley is quite as exhaustive a crop as wheat,
if not, indeed, more so ; ik is, therefore, a mis-
take to surmose that soil need not be in as
rond a conditien for it as for wheat. Barley
will do well in a shallower soil than wheat,
heeanse it sends its root very much along the
surface and not to a great depth.

Mr. Pratt said he thonght he conld add but
lirgle to what had been already said, as theso

whohad spoken had pretty well exhausted the
anhject. He would prefer the two-rewed to

‘he six-rowed barley. if it were not for our

market : thé Americans were our chief buyers,

wnd they preferred the six-rowed barley, and

we mhust grow what suited them, thoueh in the

front of onr township we conld grow five or
six hnshels an acre more of the two-rowed

‘han of the kix-rowed ; bnt it was sometimes

Aficntt to dispose of it.  With him, if barlev

was 8own after roots, it grew too strong and

ladged badly, snd was not & good sample. —

He alwave monured his root grouni very

hirhly. and had sometimer sown an acre or S0

of his ground thue with the hopes of having

~ 20od erap and a fine sample. but was dissap-

nointads it ‘always gréw too strong. He cen-

erally sowed-Hie root land with whe*t then

plonehed his' wheat stubble in the fall and

cultivated. and sowed with barley in the

sprihg.  Tu thik way he had good erops of

varley, and a gdnd samvle, 1f he was going

tn manure land for harley, he wonld do it in

the fall hefore nloughing; it would then get

well mixed with the soil: when it had the ne-

aegsary planghings, harfowing, and cnltivating.

When sowing twe-rowed barley he nsed from

4 hishel'and & péck to 14 bushels of seed to

the acre: of rix:rowed he used about two

Bushels of seed to the acre. e had never

t+ind salt on his barley, but thought he wou'lal

thi< venr. as he heard that salt helped to stif-

fon the straw of harlev,

Mr. Yonne said in his experience with bar-

loy. he greatly preferved the two-rowed va-

riotr. a8 it did for the hest with him_and he

had fornd no difficnlty in celling it and getting

the W&hegt price poing for barley.  On one
aecheion in the same field. ha sowed hoth the
kinds of Hatley. and he got from 8 to 10 buh-
olsan scre more from the two-rowed than
from tha other-kind.  Thought the two-
rowed dil best on cloy sail.  With him if
cown after roots. it lay down and lodged

badlv. He thought that about the 24'h of
April was the hest time to sow harlev. Ifho
mannred land for barley he would either man-
nre it in the fall bhefore plonghing. or else o

the top altagether. e plaghed his land for
tarlav in the fall, and then cultivated it in
the spring. '

Mr. Builerhy said so mnch had been alreadv
said that as far as he was concerned he wonll
he hrief in stating hie exverience in the cnlti-
vation of barley. His idea was to plouzh his
land well in the fall, and give it a gond coat-
ing of manure.if he had it and the land re-
quired it. TTe then gave it a light plonzhing
gay three inches deep or so. the spring plongh-
ine into broad lands across the fall plonching:
he then cultivated it. especially if there had
heen rain after the crose ploughing, this mak-
ing theland fine and level. No matter how
fine the weather might be. he never calculated
to sew harley hefore the 8th of Mav, and
when the weather was not favorable ha wad
enmetimes as late as the 15th to the 20th of
Mav. Ile had never been tronhled with
epring frosts; if barley gets any check it is
very detrimental to the cron. 1t very <oldom
rl"rifwcred a severe check, though sometimes it
aid.

A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Sidev,
for the very ahle practical manner in which Lo
had introdneed the subjeet.

The next meeting of the Club was an-
pointed to he held at Mr. Bevan’s Hotel. Co-
boure on Saturday, the 13th of April. at 2
o'clock p. m.,—the gubiect for disenseion to
he the enltivation of Turnips, Carrots, and
Mangold Wnrtzels,

Mr. John Pratt to introduce the subject.

IraLtany Bees 1v Uran.—A Utah corres.
nondent writes that there were a number of
Italian bees imported into that Territory last
spring, and that they have thus far proved a
decided success in many instances, one live
producing fonr to six swarms, and 100 pounds
of honey and upward. There is alzo a lively
interest noted in relation to the importation

of improved breeds of ,hoises, cattle, sLcep
and swine, -




