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STOP BEFORE YOU BEGIN !slid Rachel, as a brief spasm of paiu passed 
over her face.

Ami then she prayed again, a prayer that 
brought rest and comfort to her own aching 
heart, wHti ••or effect it had upon Mr. Wol- 
fort.

As she rose to leave him, he said humbly,
11 If one could only undo evil by repen­
tance.” “But we cannot, that is what 
makes it awful to live,” said Rachel, sol-

“ I ought—I should like to say something

“.Say it to the Lord ; He will understand 
thee, and thee.”

The

arms about itachei and said tenderly, " aiy i „ . . _
poor friend, I never guessed that you bore ! several years ago as it will now to break 
such heavy sorrows.” loose from this terrible habit.” 1 entreated

“1 do not,” .aili Rachel, “I have laid my friend to grapple his weiknem to (loci’, 
them upon ti e burden Bearer ; they are no strength ; he signed a pledge of entire 
longer mine.” " j abstinence, and he went away with the

Months afterward, when a great religious] desperate look of a man who is pulling for 
revival swept through the churches in the | life in the Rapids, in full sight of the Cata- 
wake of the temperance crusade, and the i ract.
miracle of ere,J ~ —- --------- - T1
hearts and lives
fort arose in the congregation and announ-1 stable-door alter ttie horse is stolen." ne | Then stop before you begin . 
cetl his new found salvation. j may possibly be saved, but so as by fire, j A third reason why alcoholic drinks arc

Rachel Lowry leaned forward in her My plain talk to-day is with those who dangerous is that it is the peculiar property

A PLAIN TALK WITH YOCXti MEN.

A young man, who had just lost an excel­
lent situation by a two days’ “spree,”came
into my study lately, and said to me : ___ v „„.r
“ Doctor, 1 cannot understand how it is that You may say : “ Every one who drinks 
1 should have made such a fool of myself I liquor does not become a sot.” Very true, 
and thrown away my chance for a living, but every sot drinks liquor ; and not one 
This is almost killing my little wife. ” 1 jin a million ever expected to liecome a sut 
replied to him : “ There is no mystery about ! when he l*egan with his champagne or hi.- 
your case. You have been tampering with I “sherry cobbler.” Will you run the risk / 
drink a long while, trying to jump half way j I would not. The two reasons why I am a 
down Niagara. You ought to have stopped teetotaler are that I dare not trust myself,

and I dare not teinut others by my example.

A healthful beverage satisfies appetite ; a! BOVS’ AND GIRLS' TEMPERANCE 
hurtful one like wine or brandy, atimulati - TLX T I’.' >< IK.
appetite until it becomes an uncontrollable nY „ L nFAI)E
frt-uzy. ThU 1 renard a, the Creator'. !.. (.v„w Soci,ty, N.w York.)
against alcohol ; and when vou take your \ r
first social glass vou begin to play with a lesson vi.—alcohol ani» national and 
deadly serpent. j individual wealth.

” "" ' What is wealth Î
Wealth is riches, possessions of money, 

;oods, or land.
How is national or individual wealth

The two women rode home in silence, j before you began. It would not have cost 
ily a they parted Mrs. Avery put her you one hundredth Dart as much effort to 
ms about Rachel and said tenderly, “ My ! have signed a total alwtinence pledge

The most deplorable wrecks are tnose of 
men or women who at the outset considered 
themselves perfectly strong ami invulner­
able. Nothing from the pen of Dickens can 
surpass a heartrending letter which L re­
ceived from a cultured gentleman (then in 
an almshouse) who declared that he traced 
all the misery of his life directly to the 
“ first glass he ever drank at the N— House, 
in the capital of Ohio.” First glasses hav

rviitlon was repeated in the That young munis a fair representative peopled llell! With whatever “odde”ii 
es of scores of men, Mr. Wol- ufa sa.lly numerous class who “lock the your favor will you run the fearful hazard 
.lie congregation and announ- ^ stable-door after the horse is stolen.” lie ! Then stop before you begin !

secured Î
By wasting nothing, and saving all that 

one reasonably can.
What is wasting I
Wasting is the expenditure of property 

without necessity or use.
How much money is annually paid lwthe 

people of the United States for alcoholic

At the least six hundred millions of dol­
lars.

Is there a necessity for this expenditure, 
and is it put to a good use 1 

There is no necessity for this expenditure, 
ami it is not put to a good use.

Is it, then, wasted ?
It is.
What is the indirect cost ami loss to the 

people of the United States by the use of
„ . . __ n_____________ .... ______ alcoholic drinks Î

place and whispered to her fiiend : i have not yet Hung themselves into the Lf alcohol to strike directly to the brain. It is moderately estimated at seven liuu-
“Said l not unto thee if thou wouldst j rapids. I wish to give half a dozen common ! Some drugs have an atlini»'- for the heart ;jdred millions of dollars, 

believe thou shouldst see the salvation of' sv||'e reasons for letting every intoxicating others for the spine. Thegiassof brandy ai tn> Is this to be added to the waste of the
' " ’ ' ’ ‘ ■ A --jjg-i~ -î—-  ...................................................-, cost of alcoholic drinks?

It i<
What is the grand total 1

___ _______ ... _ ........ .........., ________ Thirteen hundred millions of dollars.
I difficult, and with some persons is well nigh “between wind and water,” the alcoholic How is this waste from necessity, so far 
impossible. The Jews were commauded to death-shot strikes where body and mind as it can be, made good ?

KNOW YOUR SCHOLARS, SUPERIN- build liattlemcuts around the Hat roufs of j meet, and sends both to the bottom. No It is made good, as far as it can be, by a 
TENDENT. ’ j their dwellings in order to prevent the hrain is proof against it. direct or indirect tax upon the industry and

children from falling over into the street, j Tlie mightiest man intellectually whom 1 : the property of all the people.
Know them by name. Have an acquaint-j To put up the parapet cost but little ; but Lver saw in America, 1 mice saw pitiably What does this mean ?

mice with every scholar, superintvm.ent. the want of it might cost broken bones ; and drunk ! Alcohol is no respecter of persons ; It means that the use of alcoholic drinks
When you meet a boy, don’t know liim as alas! what human power could recall a the ujant and the idiot are struck down stands directly in the way of national and
some Johnny in general, some ubiquitous dead darling to life î 1 am always thankful alike by its stiletto. You might as well individual wealth.
Johnny Smith, but as the definite, partieu- j that I took splodge of entire abstinence in ! p„t the" pistol to your brain ami make swift, What can we do about it?
hr John Lincoln who is one of your Sun- early boyhoood. But for that battlement 1 slire w,,rk with it as to poison your brain by1 We can do this : abstain from the use of

’ ” alcoholic drinks ourselves, and earnestly and
always in word mi l deed, help others to do 
the same.

believe thou shouldst see the salvation of sen>e reasons for letting every intoxicating others for the spine. Thegiassof brandy ai m» 
God?” “. h !” said Mrs. Avery, “hut I drink (whatever its name) entirely alone, for the brain as a hound makes for a hare In 
did not believe, and yet I have seen it.”— He who never touches a drop will assuredly striking the brain it over turns the throne 
Emily Huntinyton Miller in Enion Siynal. i never become a drunkard. Prevention is ,,f the reason ami turns a man into a maniac.

easy, is safe, is sure ; reformation is Like the shot in a naval battle, which hits

day-school boys, sits in that particular sent might have been ruined by the drinking- j tjlc slower and equally dvndlyproccss of tin. 
under that particular teacher, lives in that usages which were deplorably prevalent in bottle. Ninetv-nine hundreUns of all the 
particular house on that particular street, my college. “ Stick to the teetotal" said a | Suici<les in the land began with a thoughtless 
You know him by name. We nil like to be shrewd old kinsman to me when I started i glass. Stop, my friend, lie fore you begin ! 
known on the street by the name wc bear.1 for college ; ami now after forty years I j All intoxicating drinks are more dnnger- 
It is pleasant to bear it sounded by the man wish to commend the bridge that tarried me i olla j„ this country than in almost any other 
who is passing. We are not a post to be | safely over. from the nervous temperament of our peo-
grunted at, receiving the same treatment as | (1.) The first argument, my young friend, ]Our climate is stimulating, and Amer-
n hundred other posts, but. we have an in- ! for total abstinence is that no healthy per- j jean life, in almost every direction, runs at 
dividuality, are called So-ami-so, are some- ,-m n t<<U an alcoholic beverage ; and even ft fijyh rate of speed. Youth is commonly 
body, ami that fact is recognized on the invalids bail better l»e careful how they 

We have seen the statement that tamper with it as a medicine. Sir Henry
111- '1*1 ...... 1 .... .11 nil.) U11II.iI.aI . tilin' lllutlllif|llull.‘llCæsar could call over the soldiers . hi* Thompson ami several other distinguished 

army by name. This certainly gave him British physicians have deliberately declared 
an advantage. His soldiers appreciated that “alcholic beverages cannot, in any 
this. sense, lie considered necessary for the main-

lie who is highest of all, our heavenly tenance of healthy life; that it is not a food 
Father, condescends to the level of our likes, in any true sense of that term ; and that 
when he says, “I know thee—by name." the steadiest ami best work is best done 
Christ, in his parable of the Good Shepherd, without it.” Livingstone, the heroic ex- 
represents himself as knowing the sheep I plorer of Central Africa, was bothaphysi- 
in that way, by name. To any umler-shep cian and a teetotaler. His testimony was :

' * ’ * “ I find that 1 can stand every hardship
best by using water and water only.” 1 
entreat you not to fall into the delusion 
that you can do any honest work tne better 
by firing up your nerves with alcohol. If 
you do you will have to increase the fuel 
constantly in order to produce the effect. 
Suliil food and sound sleep are all you 
require. Even as a tome medicine, wine 
and Bourbon may cover up a great deal ;

herd, in any department of Sunday-school 
work, it will lie helpful if he know the 
scholars by name.

Know them in their homes. It will pay 
to call there. There may be much outlay 
of time, but it will pay good dividends. If 
there be sickness, and Charlie’s face is white 
in its shadow, let your lorm be seen kneel­
ing at his bedside. And never forget, be 
the boy sick or well, that you will nut know

Question Corner.—No. 7.

stronger at the engine than it is at the 
brakes. Th." is pre-eminently true of our j 
young men. One unanswerable proof of j 
the difficulty of stopping the drink-habit is time the Israelites first entered the country / 
found in the fact that so very few arc actu- -• tV here is it said that a girl was sold for

BIBLE QUESTIONS.
Who was king in Jerusalem at the

allv reformed. Not one-tenth of those who ! wine t
enslave themselves to the bottle ever break 
loose, even though they cry out in their 
sober moments ; “ Would to God that I 
might never taste another drop !” There 
was a touching pathos in the speech of one 
of our “buys in blue” to the police magis­
trate after he was arrested for drunkenness, 
He held up a whiskey tla-k and said ; “ Your 
honor, the only enemy that ever conquered 
me is that !” Yet lie admitted that enemy 
himself and could not dislodge it.

I might multiply arguments in favor 
of total abstinence a~ the only certain safe­
guard. The grace of God is powerless if 
you voluntarily yield to temptation. It is

Where in Scripture have we an account 
of a money-box with a hole in the lid in 
which to drop in money-offerings ?

THE LOVELIER “ NINE.”

The ancient Greeks had “ Muses" nine, 
Whose sway over men was esteemed benign. 
We are told they had also “Graces” three, 
Excelling those others in dignity.
But the Christian Muses outshine them far, 
As the sun eclipses the morning star.
These tit each soul endowed with them

For life in a holy and blissful sphere ;
And in one cluster the nine are enrolled.you VUS ull tall IV vient vu I viiijiutiiuu. Il IS AUU IU uni- UIU.11VI me uiuc me cuivmni,

----- _ . a defiance to tin-Almighty fur you to leap Condemned by Paul to the church of old.
him until vou are at his' home ami know they cure but very littl>. Several friends 1 into the rapids ami expect him to save you In another place he was also given 
liisparents*. You will understand the thirds have known to be decoyed by them into from the cataract. No small part of uy own Three “ Graces”—possessed by all heirs of 
in his make-up when you appreciate the i drunkenness and disgrace. 'life has been spent in bootless efforts to save Heaven.
pieces of furniture iti their characters. (2.) Therein lies a second reason for avoid- ] those who were in the swift and treacherous, The Greeks styled their “Muses” the

Know the scholars in their hopes ami ing nil intoxicants. They are deceitful j current. The remainder of it shall be spent “ Lovely Nine,”—
fears, plans and purposes. May your love Nut only the sting of the serpent, but the in endeavoring to prevent young men from ] Most lovely are ours for they are divine, 
be so large that you will have "house-room subtlety of the serpent is in them. The i embarking on the stream which is all music Young reader ! can you in the Scriptures find
there for all their interests. Get a share in deception lies in the fact that the habit of j-and mirth at the starting-point and all death These virtues that bless and adorn man-
their dreams if you can, the boyish or girl- drinking will become confirmed liefore you and damnation at tin» bottom. Tons of nr-1 kind?
ish outlook they may ambitiously have fur suspect it. The young man who came into guments and appeals have been printed oi. NHWEH4 TO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN NO. 5. 
the future, lf you can see into their hearts my study so tortured with the adder’s bite, ; this vital question, “how to save y nng " ‘ _.
and have knowledge of any weakness, any never dreamed at the outset that he wa> men from strong drink ?” but they iray all “ BurâkÎDetHirah." Judges 4. 8.
temptation, any spiritual fear or distrust playing with a rattlesnake. Every alco- be condensed into one line—stop before you I a" iioicas. ivt. r Act* ». :w. 41.
Ill" li»v, let the tliiuiî «M. W <li.tm.tly U'ir drink lm< ii, it llri. nullity, tint it Thtoiar, L. ('..»!», b S. V. | «,*•;»
photographed on your memory. All this j never satisfies, but awakens a^ constant de- ynaevenaent. ___ ^ ___
knowledge will give the superintendent a j maud for more. A small gla-s creates n 
new stock of

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA.
The Observer tells of a very busy superin. | -Mark It. 24; Mark vtl. 5; Luke vf power, lie can adapt pro-! thirst for a larger ; one draught only whets The Observer tells of a ver_ . , ....... . —_

visions to necessities. It will put his soul! the appetite for a second. This is not the 'tendent who sets his boys by turns the tasks, 88; Malt, xxvtti. 13. 
alongside the soul of the scholar, the two to i case with any wholesome food or beverage. I which they esteem an honor, of looking i 1. p tdyjnus 
be joined in sympathetic, helpful acquaint- Bread and beef do not breed excess ; one after the sick ami other absentees,and mak-j 
ance. The superintendent will be more] glass of milk does not arouse a morbid, ing a report of the reasons for absence. <
.................. * ' ' 1 rs—. thirst for two the next time. But this I Another class went, at his suggestion, in a j

horse-leech quality in alcoholic j body and called upon their teacher, who was j
which cries “ give, give.” and is never satis- one of the “ fair weather” sort, and had been i
fied, is the very thing that makes them so absent for a Sunday or two. After two . , ,
ilangiTmis. Till, il i. which make, il » call, of this kind the teacher made ti|. h,r: ^riaa^have^.a^nl^tl^ 
difficult to drink wine or brandy moder- mind to come regularly, rain or slnue, and Wf*»iry Bean, Emily Avery, Aiix-rt Jesse 
ately and so easy to fall into drunkenness. I has kept her resolution. 1 french, aud Uabrlul McCleary.

likely to lead the lambs to their Great 
Shepherd.

“ Too many to know in my big school,” 
says a superintendent. Then know as many 
ns you can. With the circle of your know­
ledge, widens the area of your power.— 
lime Class Teacher.

l-scartot 
:i M-almne

• Israelite indeed’
(1 I’nvslrlan 
8. E-mmaus

CORRECT answers received.

John xl. in. 
Luke axil*. 
Mark xvl. 1. 
John xtx.26.

Luke xxiv. 1.1.
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