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SUITAULK BKKKUS.

An nln-ady «iiKgiatod. p\g» p.oit nearly conforming to these requiKtnents arc founj
in grpateat nun))M>rs nmonfr Large Ia>provc<l Yorkthiret, Tamwortha an.l lierkuliir^,
and among their grade* and cruna breJj.

Uy 'grade' IS meant an animal the product of ^ pure bred tire, that is a sire
r.Kii.t.-re«l ore ^ible for registrntion in some generally nc.gniz.Ml herd Ux.k, and fr..ni
a dam not so registere<l nor eligible for registration, whether slic have none or many
crosses of pure br«xl bloo<l. Hy ' croH« i)rc<l ' is meant an animal the product of a pur.-
bn>d sire and from a pure breil dam, the dam being, however, of a different breed frota
*lie sire.

Some of the more striking pt-ciilarities of these different breeds of pigs suitable for
bacon production are given b«low. I hese statements are made after several years ex-
IwrirMici' of II varied clianictrr with eiicl sort.

Lakoi Improved Yobksuihes, white pigs, have been found to be a prolific and fairly
rarly maturing breed. In shatie tuey come very nearly beinp ideal bacon pigs. I hey
hirnish a very large proportion oi corcoiises answering tlie requirements of the best
bacon trade. The hams are well developed and the proportion of fat to lean is usually
about • ifht.

Tl.e sows are docile, goo<l milkers and very prolific. Tlio boars are very impressive,
seldom if ever failing to leave o strong impress on their progeny. They arc u unlly
robust henlthy animals, but are not <niite a» well suited for pasturing as are pigs from
fome nf the other breeds.

BERKSiimE», black pigs with more or less white in the face and white points, have
shown themselves to be not so prolific as some other breeds but to be viry early matiir-
i.ig animals. Their adni *rs claim for them such a superiority in this reapect and in
their apparently superior powers to assimilate food as to more than make up for too
rather small litters which are not infrequently Iwrne. In conformation they are not
luite so well suited for the bacon trade as are some of the other breeds. They nre
vory w.ll suite.! for pasturing, having few if any etinals in tliis respect and giving very
satisfactory returns indei'el while Wing fed in this way. They •

i quit© free from the
affections of the skin and other troubles which quite often cause loss with white and red
skinned sorts wliili' on pasture.

TaMWortiis, red pigs, hav»' here shown themselves a quite prolific and fairly early
m.tturing bree<l. They are nimost invariably deep sided and long bwlied, but nre not
infrequently rather light in the ham. They are fairly rapid growers, but are somewhat
slower to enme to mnturity th.Tii are some other breels. They cross well with K/rk-
shires and with the Largo Yorkshire. As sires they :ire fairly impressive.

nREEDING.

To enter into a long discussion of the various considerations that demand the
nftention of the breeder in his operations would require too groat an amount of spar-e
lor the present publicntion. The few remarks submitted ;ire int<>nded as a help to the
h'g.nr-^T rntlier than a guide to the initiated.

TIIK BOAR.

Only pure bred boars of one of the above mentioned breede should be used where
It IS .lesired to produce good bacon pigs. Pure bre.l sires are more impressive than
('ra<Ic8 or crosses, on account of having been bred for generations with certain aims in
view. That is. pure bred boars are likely to leave litters in which every individual will
dosely resemWe t}ie sire in conformation, while the litters from grade or cross bred
boars are likely to vary greatly in conformation.
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