
u THE WAR AND THE

States, know what it is to depend upon a written Con-
stitution, and, under the subtleties of a federal system,
to have the respective powers of the central and pro-
vincial authorities duly interpreted by the decisions of
the Courts. They, least of any men. are likely to hear
with patience flippant sneers at the sanctity of the written
undertaking. Against this Anglo-Saxon principle of
respect for paper guarantees Germany sets up the plea
that necessity knows no law. Yes, but what necessity ?
It is the necessity of the mailed fist, of the strong man
armed, who sees by such violation a short cut to the
object aimed at. To the new religion of Odin is added
the new morality that might is right. For long one
hesitated to believe statements so shocking to th«^ old-

fashioned beliefs of Anglo-Saxondom. But competent
observers assure us that what we deemed the morbid
megaloniunia of incipient insanity has l)ecome the avowed
creed of numbers of intelligent Germans.

'Yt have heard how in olden times it was said,
blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth

;

but I say unto you, blessed are the valiant for they
shall make thf earth their throne. And yo have
heard men jsuy, blessed are the poor in spirit; but
I oay unto you, blessed are the great in soul and the
free in spirit, for they shall enter into Valhalla, And
ye have heard men say blessed are the peacemakers

;

but I say unto you blessed are the war-makers, for
they shall be called, if noi the sons of Jahve, the chil
dren of Odin, who is greater than Jahve.'

The Anglo-Saxon peoples may not too scrupulously

live up to the ideals of their professed Christianity, and
may sometimes expose themselves to the charge of hypo-
crisy so often made against them ; but, at least, we may
claim that wo have not poisoned the wells of our beliefs,

and that we are not prepared to give the go-by to all


