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traiisil. aitlhtritir-; },'ct tdyctlivr ami freely fxi.-hange cxpt'rifiut's

.iR'nrii-s. aiiii i-riiii. isin , until, nui of \\w jirt^Jciit choas uf ideas, will

(tiiiu- tlu' real fuiuianu'iUal laws, wliicli imw tm mic kimws. In deal-

in;.'- witli railri'.'id inailtT-. the International Railway l..'(injjres> is ao-

nmijtli'.inni,' nui.h m ilu- exflianjie '.f i.ka> around the wctrld; and
ihcri' !•> urjjent iieei! nf a >iniilar transit ton^rcss. which would cause
llic tliitrouyh evehatijie iif ideas al'oui electric iniinicipal traciinn. and
make a\ailat)le tlu- re^nlt-; fur tlie luMtifit of touti ijUinnim:,

There i- >\m- tran-.ii inve^tif;ati"ii which oti;^'ht to he -.tndjed li\-

all lr,un planner-, and that i^ the innnunKiital wtirk of the Royal
Contniission on Lon<liin TralVic. ( hvnif; to iinloriunate di^ajJ^reenient-^

and e-;]>L'cially to the intlnenee uf capitalists, no really .-.aii'ifaciory

results have come from tlie invc--tij;ali'iii. lint i!ie report w still a mine
of \alualile information, and contains tlu- nuK( impuriant transit pro-
\<.\-[ ti-um a town planniiij,' point of view wiiieli ha- yel heen made.
The iinproven-u-nt- proposed ffir I-omlon l.y Messr- Sleik atid ileer.

liu' well-known l-'.njjli-h etigineer-. contain* ^onu- of tin- most vital

idea- >et hroiij !-.c out. The idea> in the pnipo-ed jilan are mj hroad
iittd so far reaching; that \-ery few fieople appear \et to h.ive eoni-

prehetuled their sipiitlcance.

J he plan briefly speaking,' was tliis: London todav i- a \a-t
over^rrown city, withnut an> real rapid transit acros*; it m ,-pite of
llie tnl'e<. and wn!i even less faciliiic- for nipid surface tran-ii hv
\ehicles or electric cars. Meik and i'.eer prop-ed quarterinjj tin- cUy
with two wifle inaMi avenues, runninj,' ea-l and west, and lUirlli and
south, liuilt hy means of excess condemnation, sn as Iti pa\ tor ihem-
sclves ui the end. The main avenues were to he new wide arteries.

adeijuate in every rei^pect for a city the size of London, witli transit

1 provided by fast ihroufjh trains, tlistrihutin^ pas-enjjers loealtv hy
means of surface cars, ['here were to be pipe j,MlIeries. of course, to

render tearing \\\) of streets nnnecssarv. Rerognizinj,' at the lime the
p<K-ihilitit-; of the -mtomohile and motor truck, and the need of pro-
\idinf,' for fa-^t ihroiijih vehicular trart'c a- well as passenirer. llie

mam avenue- were de-iyned without any grade crossings at inter-

secting -^ireets ^o that \elncles cotdd ruti directly aiul ra]iidlv aernss
the cit\ in four direitions. without the internnnablc delavs whieh are
so vexation- to d;iy m {.oiidun. and -o eo-ily in time lo-t to the
I'onimnnily. all without con-tatit danger r^f eolh'sinn.

I'ver -ince Sir Christopher Wren made hi- proposal- for replaii

riitig l.t.TuloTi after the great fire, there Iia- been constant regret ex-
iiressed that liis plans were not ea'-ricd oni. \\\n the prn].o<als of
Meik and llvrr are far more important and fundamental than Wr.-n'-.
and the i^inciples they embody should he -tudivd bv ..-\erv cil\ which
would perfect itself, no matter how -niall the -i/e i- todax, London
,ii the pre-ent linu- nnglu be compared lo a bn-, ronn.l jellvfi-li. wilb-
"W ail) -kelelon or b.ackboiu-, uiili a lu-iw -k of Miiall bi-liuju-
choked with ihrong- ui vcbicU--; while all pei-on- who u i-li \u travel

with any kind of -peed arc con-ignc-l t.^ deep mh^' railua>-. bin-u'd

< u-n one bnndrcd feci l>e!o\v tlv -nnligiu of ibe -trcd. none ton iii-i

ivtu when rc.-iche I. The niac a\eniu'- .\onld cbrmge all '.h\<. .-nul

pro\ule backbones of iratlic in tour <lirection-. being comu'cted tip w illi


